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ee od tte F et 
N earneſt deſire, on the part of the Edi- 
_— tor; to promote that good, which was 
dhe great object of che pious Author and 
Preacher of the following Sermons, is the 
ee a pen 


PMs 


It might ns lee well, bad theorigina 
manuſcripts, from which they are printed, 
received their laſt corrections and embelliſh- 


candid reader, will, therefore, it is hoped, 
make proper allowance for ſuch imperfec- 
tions, as may be expected in a poſthumous 
"of being 


for the preſs by the Author 


himſelf, There may likewiſe be ſome typo- 
+> WAI which even great care has 
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not been able to prevent. The ſelection Ty - 


been made” and titles given to the Sermons, 
with all the judgment, of which the Editor 


is maſter ; and, Helis confident, that if the 


leſſons and opportunities for improvement in 
the chriſtian life, furniſhed by an attentive 
|  Peruſal;; with a view to this publication, of 
the; excellent, evangelical, and maſterly if 
gourſes of his much-valued deceaſed Friend: 
be not in ſome degree productive of that good 
in him, at which the pious Author ever aimed, 


throughout the whole of his miniſtry, it will 


appear to his diſmay, at the great day of ac- 
ing ors 1 1 ie ae * 
ef i[oderrs brit act THO 2 OIVI997 


They axe the e of a man. whoſe: 


mind was well, furniſhed and highly culti- 


vated; whoſe learning was extenſive and ac- 
curate, particularly in. claſſics, hiſtory, and 


theology 3 whoſe N principles were formed | 


ſtrictly upon the orthodox » views; off tlie 
Church of England, whether we-contemiplate 


| her primitive — — or her 


creed; 
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jected penitent; and encouraging the true and 
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 creetl;* whoſe high aim was to promdte the 
glory of God, the knowledge of Chriſt eru- 
cified for the ſalvation of penitent ſinners, and 
the ſpiritual edification of Chriſtians; whoſe 
and perſeverance; | whoſe politics were ſuch 
as the Bible inculcates, and the primitive 
- Chriſtians gloried in; whoſe temper was 
mild and amiable; and the tenor of whoſe life, 
adorned the doctrine of God our Saviour. A: 
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71. He, being dead, yet ani 
ing and admoniſhing the proftigate, the 
careleſs, and the formal, to} turn from the | 
error of their ways 3 adminiſtering the con- 


confiſtant; Chriſtian, 1 
Ache faith once delivered to the ſaints, and, 
devoutly — the” means of grace — 

b Ot els, 6 perſevere | in Vein. 


penet of rewird, nch. for or” Chin fake. 


vi be the portion of the righteous. THE 
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«« Memoirs” of his life hike dpd 
drawn out, and * ſubmitted to the eye of the 
public. The reader's curiofity, may, how- 
vever, be gratificd by the introduction, here; 


vi 


of the following particulars, for ſeverul of 


which the Editor is indebted to thoſe” Ne- 
48 Re. | ; 0 N * 44 TD 
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The Reverend RichAnůU :SouTnucATE was 


the eldeſt fon of Mr. William Southgate, a 
conſiderable farmer at Alwalton, in Hun 


of Mr. Robert Wright, of Caſtor; in North- 


 amptonſhire. Lie was born at Alwalton' om 


the 16th' of March, 1729, and received the 


rudiments of his education in a privnte ſehobl 


at Uppingham; whence he was removed to 
Fotheringay, under the care of the Rev. 


* They, ns e - Myr 


of books, coins, metals; ax nhtirk! Mlibty2" 
Fic $i bon r 1795+ 


ringdonſhire, by Hannah his wiſe, the daughter 


. 


* 1 2 T Mi k . C 
ot U M35 20 10195 0 4 9 ſ 
„ - 4 ; ; ' 5 
1 5 * 
6 9 | 


PREFACE. * wit 
ri eo e 
dents Knowledge of the Ort and Roman 
elaffics,' and for wham, till Mr. MarſhalP's 
death, he met a etna eee 
page eee 


ind good cond i lb dy pitt 
him the eſtimation * ane per- 
then Biſhop of Lincoln, eee 
friend. Under the coutitenance of this pre- 
rough, he removed to Cambridge, whe 
admitted of St. John's College in the year 
22 anne Mr. 


but e een at leaſt with 
any peeuliar attachment, the fayourite mathe- 


matical ſtudies of that unive 
nchen. was fully, anc 
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I | of ws og he 0 a rapid and confider- 
|. able proficiency, all along conſidering, and 
then making, theſe ſtudies ſuþſervient to the 
| acquiſition. of that theological knowledge, 
* which is neceſſary. een vine, 
b and wel- ame fa, 
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3 Alete ae of. B. A. in Eaſter: 
q Term, 1749, and then, not having obtained 
a a fellowſhip, found himſelf, much to his re- 
gret, under the neceſſity, of diſcontinuing his. 
academical reſidenee. That ſpirit of - 
tion, Which enabled him, through life, pro- 
perly to ſubmit to the diſpenſations of Provic 
x dence, ſupported him under this ſeyere diſ- 
e, and he Fred to, purſue. his 
Aden 
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Pe 
dated with books from the library of the then 
b * of that e De. News 
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te rds. 176% at Bug 
of rn: 754, prieſt; by:Biſhop Thomas; 
who, on the 8th/ of November, in the fame 
year, collated him to the rectory of Wodlley 
in Hunts, which liad fallen to the Biſhop by 
upfe, and which he held five years, (all along 


freely and voluntarily reſigned to the Biſhop. 
The patron, having atriyed at competent age, 
and taken prieſt's orders, ſucceeded him in 
the living. 
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pleaſed, and hence, as well as on other ac! | 
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counts, Mr. SouThE6aTE had good reaſon to 
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expect preferment from his Lordſhip, but he 
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did not dre nora. e 
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Belt Clin Gated in Lond he dend 


ſerved ſeveral curacies, and frequently officiated 
at other places. Upton and Leighton-Bromſ- 


Lincolnſhire ; Coveney and Maney, in the Iſle 
of Ely; Godmancheſter, in Hunts; | Lowth, 
Rathby, Tathwell, and Cawkwell, in Lin- 


 colnſhire; and Doddington and Newnham, in 


their frequent preacher ;. and ſeveral of the ſex - 
mons in the following collection were his early 
compoſitions for aps and e 

thoſe places. | | "RE 
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ay Early in the year 1763, on the recom- 
mendation of his friend Biſhop Thomas, to 


Dr. Nichols, Rector of St. James's, Weſt- 


miniſter, he became an aſſiſtant-curate of that 


pariſh; Dr. Parker ſucceeding Dr. Nichols, 
in that rectory, at the latter end of the fame - 
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| your; he continued. under him in this-engage- 
ment till Chriſtmas 1765, when He [became 
curate of St. Giles's in the Fields, by ap- 
pointment of the rector Dr. Gally, on the 
recommendation of his friend Dr. Parker, 
EFT POR? 1 
e die #4 tivi uin 1 tlie 
Dr. Gally, vo well knew dow 
ciate merit, ſoon contracted a great affection 
for Mr. SouTHGATE, as well on account of 
his literature, as for his ſtrict. and exemplary 
life, and zealous attention to the paſtoral 


Aa bags at e views etc 
WOE Cr 
till the time of his death, exhibiting an illuſ- 
fous_pottriture' of à leained,” pious, and 
moſt | indefatigable conſcientious pariſh prieſt. 


For very mag years,” be had no Rated - 

and he Sen performed, ori the ſame — 
the ſeveral offices of the church belonging to 
the fungtion of a pariſh miniſter, all which 
Sy” a 
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wo be ev perf ith the een dun. 
- this and: die voice . a 
not perhaps the moſt attracting : but, that 
ſkilful in rightly dividing, and forcibly ap- 
plying, the word of truth, theſe NR 
— teſtify. . a woot Rah t 
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more than in others, he was particularly 
laborious, it was in viſiting, catechizing; and 


exhorting the poor. In the pariſh of St. 
Giles, the baptiſms at the font are daily; and 
very numerous 3 On which occaſions, he eon-; 
ſtantly either catechized, or lectured, the, 
fponſors, awfully, impreſſing; upon them the 
high importance of an attention, nat only to 
the charge there undertaken, but to the vari-, 
ous obligations and privileges of the chriſe, 
tian life; and the good ſeed ſo judici uf! 
and ſeaſonably ſown, at thoſe times, could, 


d + 


| PREFACE! = 
n6t but be eminently fruitful.” in viſting the 
ſick, and particularly the fick poor; lie 'was 


almoſt every day engaged, as his intimate 


friends well know, and his journal teſtifies ; 
praying with, and exhorting, the "afflicted | 
to fübmit patiently to the chaſtifing hand of 
God, counſelling the profane, and inconſi- 
deimtef t0 reflect upon, and amend their 
ways;| and admoniſhing all to flee from the 
wrath'to come, and accept the ſalvation ten- 
dered in the goſpel; on tlie terms it preſcribes. 
when he became able, his prayers, and ex- 
hortations, were frequently accompanied with 
his alms, adtniniſtering at once to the ſpiri- 
tual and the bodily wants of his poor pa- 
mom No clergyman, probably, in his 
ſo hank, e e eee hand 
highly uſeful parts of the paſtoral office, as 
Mr. Sor HATE. It was as meat and 
drink to him to do the will of his heavenly 
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and be — Ing idle 
ence and literature, but alſo with ſeveral 
perſons of high. rank and fortune, amongſt 
whom was the Lord Chancellor Bathurſt. 
From this nobleman, -who well knew and 
acknowledged, the merits of Mr. Sourn- 
GATE, he had good grounds to expect eccle- 
ren which he never ee 
eee, at 
tuted, by Thomas, Lord Biſhop of Lincoln, 
to the ſmall reQory: of Little Steeping, in 
Lincolnſhire, on the preſentation of the duke 
of Ancaiter, to whoſe ducheſs, Mr. Sourn⸗- 
GATE, hed: been long n * was 
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1 FREE. ay 
inducted into this rectory. on ann day of 


the death of a relations an, eſtate in Whites 
chapel, conſiſting « of two meſſuages, devolved 
to. him, 25 heir at Jay. And on the third 
day of. November, 1784. he was appointed, 
on the death of Dr. Gifford, aſſiſtant libra- 
rian at the Britiſh Muſeum, an office for 
Which he was eminently qualified; and 
chither he went to reſide, in the following 
month of December. His income now ena- 
: bled him more freely, to_ continue indulging | 
his inclination to purchaſe, books, coins, and 
| foſſils ; which indeed he had begun to do at 
an early period af life, notwithſtanding the 
then ſtraightneſs of his finances, and the 
diſpoſitiqn he ever entertained, mg 
Sys: 


tf E751] 


"ls 1 life whey he. 3 of | 
nothing leſs than other preferment, he was 
freely proſented, by John Gally Knight, ede, 

|; h 6 : | Fn | | * to ' 
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to che ds rectory of Warſop, Nei | 
tinghamiſhire,” then? vacant by the "death *6f 
biſhop' Halifax, tö which he was inſtituted- 
by William; Lord Arthbilhop"of York;"'6r' 
the lach of May, and inducted on che ötli 
of July, 1795, there by vacating the reftdty 
of Little Steeping.* en honoutable ex- 
ereiſe of eccleſiaſtical patronage, on the part 
of Mr. Knight, will ever reflect upon hit 
Fee" credit. G n 20 3212163 
m9 on Sr di at], aimg {16 n 
Mr. Ss Wi )J dhl to the paro- 
chial duties of St. Giles's, did not ſuffer him 
to relinquiſh hib utacy + he therefore Con- 
tented himſelf with a partial refidence at 
Warſop; whither he went every fürmmer til 
his death; the eneresſe of "his hors Fu? 
niſhing him with ample” means to extend the | 
amount of his alms, and to gratify his incli- 
—— eee, 1127 * 24% 
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Ys 8 in the year followings.he. was 

Adlected a fellow of the Society of Antiqua- 
ene d nd was afteryrards made a member of | 

ORs WP: | 


\ 


- For: 2 Nig time, W babe of aſian ſubject 
to a cough and aſthmatic complaint, which 
became more and more troubleſome to him, 
as he advanced in years and.corpulency, till, 
in the very bard froſt at the end of the year 
1794, he became ſeriouſly ill, and on the 

12th of the January following, was obliged 
to confine himſelf to his room. The weather 
gradually getting more ſevere, his complaints 
 engxcaſed, and on ſunday. the a 5th day of 
| this. mgnth, after having home. his bodily 

nation, he departed this life, at the Britiſh, 
Muſeum, to enter into the joys. of a better, 
through the merits of Jeſus Chriſt, in the 


miniſtry of whole church he had lang and | 
r ſerved, . | * 
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His remains were depoſited” in the n 

, under St. Giles's church; and his funeral 
ſermon was preached by the worthy rector, 
Dr. Buckner, now Lord Biſhop of Chicheſ- 
ter, who, well knowing the virtues of Mr. 
SouTHGATE's character, entertained for hum / 
the moſt fincere and * eſteem. . 
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| He left behind "ng ce and very valu- 
able collection of books, coins, medals, ſhells, 
and other natural curioſities, which were 
afterwards ſold by auction, by Leigh and- 
Sotheby, in Vork- ſtreet, Covent Garden, the 
ſale continuing one and twenty days. Th 
books conſiſted of the beſt editions, 95 
copies, moſtly in excellent condition, and 
many in ſuperb binding. The coins and 
medals, (in the knowledge of Which he was 
ſingularly eminent and accurate, ſo as to be 
equalled by very few perſons, if by any,) 
independent of the Greek and Roman, which | 
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though fine, were not numerous, princi- 


8 conſiſted of Anglo-vaxga, a.” and 
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Anglo-Gallic coins- 5. " Eoglith tou pieces 
and tradeſmen- 8 tokens ; Engliſh and foreign 
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© the Rev, RicnAxD SouTYGATE, _ 0 
A ©, reftor of Warlop, _ * 
e in dae county of Nottinghant 3 PETE 
7 dne of the ſub· librarians een 
a of the Britiſh; Muſcum 
- and, during 30 years, rae Feat al 
] who died Jan. 25, 1795, 
in the 66th year of his age. 
In every ſtation of his life 9 
1 | he executed its reſpective duties 
| with judgment, diligence, and fidelity. h 
Deep were his reſearches, and his learning various, 
7 Languages and Science acknowledged him a Scholar, 
Theology, a Divine. 

The purity of his faith, the rectitude of his conduQ, 
e | 
45 towards Goo: ü 
his mildnefs humility, and candour, 

with his exemplary attention to the wants, 
47 eee is 25 
volk his ſellow- creatures, n 
5 proved his benevolence — 
- towards MAN, 
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The Chriſtian Miniſtry. 
3 Con. il. Is, i . 


a ſer ſauaur e Chriſt in bam tb ure ſaved, and | : 


in them that periſh; Ju the:onez\ ue are\ the f 
3 and to the other, the ſavour of 


> ana IOM TT 


Ws. © EOS > 
5 The he Chriſtian Sabbath.” " 2 
Nasen xiii. 17, 18. Then I contended with the 


nobles of. Fudah,i hn ſdi un um What evil thing 
is this hate phy gd meer, the ſabjath 4, Did 
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tan pho 24. But ye are unto mount 4; 
Fin, and unto the, city of .the living God, the hea» _ 
e and to an innumerable company of 
angels ; to the general aſſembly, and church of the 
e, which are written in heaven, and to 

Ged, the judge of all, und lo the ſpirits ju men 

md penſes; and, to Jeſus, the mediator of the | 
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2 Con. ii. 15, and part of 16, 


erin 507 zur? Sic o eo 
ebe le e e Goh, 
1 in them that are ſaved, aud in them that periſb | 
| 2h . one, e art tht" ſavonr of death" uns 
uluth; and io the other, TRY 

* „ [hHAtot Sni ul 3500 
1142 03 ls Sani bibo, %% ien 

e ee bee ws taken, bn | 
behalf of the whole church of Chriſt, 
ſo, Whenever we ingke it the fibjet of our 
diſcourſes, this very end {hoyld always be 
kept in view. Hexvins we follow the example * 
of thoſe, that have gone before us, who are 
the beſt pilteras of imitation 3: aud, ſhovid we 
bee herein d magnuify our offer, ſt is far | 
your. edification am alvation; Shoud we 
oem 10 aa i mare gr fa. 
et, h FW» . 


* 


3. Chrifian Minify. 


willing to allow, it 1s that we may the 


operate with us in thoſe ſalutary effects, 
intended to promote. We have a right, 


therefore, to expect not only your patient, 


but your favourable hearing, eſpecially ſince 
wie cannot enforce the ends of our own fune - 
tion, but! we engage ourſelves, b very pow- 


erful motives, to emloꝝ. it in a manner the 


moſt conducive to your real good. 


1 is cb 6e dee, this the dinner 
of Chriſt derive all their uſe, from —— 
lence of the + Goſpel, they adminiſter, .. 


it was 


their ability is communicated by Chriſt, — 75 


the materials with which they work; with⸗ 


out whoſe Glutary virtue, no ſxill, or diligence, 


of their own, would make them ſucceſsful. 
As thie efficacy of the healing drugs 'crowns 
che labours of the phyſician, ſol the divine 
treaſutes, diſplayed in the covenant of Srice, 
enable the ſteward of Chriſt to be the happy 
Inftriirieik of the ep a» <1 17 FUIGIA 


* 3 2 dust: 75 8017 Sort! 3 ww 


- *Po"ailpens cheſs endes aright, is ta per- 
form ai ſervice acceptable to God.. We are 
unto God, ſays the Apoſtle; w fivect ſas 
Four eme Wen the odour of 
„„ his 


1 


The Cbriſian Minifry. 3 
| his-gruce; we endeavour to extend its benign 
vitae As there is no ſervice mare honour- 
able: kan this, ſo there is none more privi | 
leged) We are called fellow-workers with 
God, the ſtewards of his myſteries, the helpers I 
of your” joy. We cannot anſwer theſe im- 
portant titles, without this ptoteCtion, and pe- 
culiar preſence. But the very work,” we are 
engaged 1 in, invites, and calls down a bleſſidg; 
| had we no particular promiſe of this, we are 
aſſured of it, from the very aſpect of man's 
redemption. The primary end of our mi- 
niſtry is to reconcile man to God, and, there- 
fore, to attempt this deſirable end, muſt be 
- agreeableto the Father of mercy. There is no 
doubt of this, with reſpect to thoſe, who obey 
the goſpel call, and are ſaved; ana though 
others reject ĩt, and periſh, ſtill to perſevere 
in the'invitationgto'intreat, to warn, to urge 
the neceſſary buſineſs, is expected, and will 
be tewardecdl. If we blow- the trumpet, 
though a eee WI we ho aver 
our fouls.” / bp ID 4 $44 C1 
| Yui. (7; is ii 120 | | | 7 
| hib ins, ih chin une 0 
7 ud, is employed about the heart of man, to 
catry the candle of the Lord into its deepeſt 
| recelles, To Srl its; the light of | is Sie, 


eee Ba 88 . 


| 
| | 
| 
| 


| 
| 
| 
| 


1 
numbers, who hold. out againſt all its invita- - 


aright, ad we Fo of hope and 
love. | 


nc which made the Goſpel of Chriſta = 
| firſt neceſſary, is aſten tod ſtrong fur the moſt 
urgent means of graer it adminiſters. It 


every hho. des pa ; 
darknek. It diſplays the guilt and the maulary = 


of in, and unſolds tbe terrors of divightJudg: 
meat : bat it opens the door of hape to th 


pentent, and coraforts thoſe that mur £07 
their iniguity, by holding, forth the diyine 


mercy. It not only reveals the way of halig 
neſs, but it enforces. and commands all the 
finer duties of religion. It rouſes the languid, 
excites the ſlothful, and encourages the wWälking 


to walk in them. It ſecks to direct th heart 


NK 4 . 63 41. Lis os 
$1] N23 8 87 8 


e * rk "ai | 


operates, upon men, as reaſonabſe; agents; it 


reaſons with them, aud brings forth its ſtreng 


wh a but it deſtroꝝs not. the :freedond = 
human will, and takes hot away their 


fty to reject it; accordingly, we lſee vaſt 


tions : it charms, by its om filmt and native 
eloquence, but then the noiſe and garęs f 


| the world often drown all mftentios 50 its 
Charms. e * 


13 E to 
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to ell dhe gvſts, this is the generil anfer, 
peu have me excated j ILLam - 
Aale, or tos bußy, to. be entrtated- Sotne re- | 
due the religion of Cheift,) through inconſi- 
_ . erate: ralhnefs: -thoy arg nat aware of the 
— wilue ofthe; treafures Mey. rege: others, 
throogh] ſtupidity; the dargal mind debaſes 
them j they are in love with. none but brutal - 
| pleatures 3 mere ſu ine in their appetites, they 
(6c the Goſpel pearl} and turn away. Many 
| arc alſo poſſeſſed with-a vin opinion of them 
ſelbes Pride turns the coliceited:'ear, ind 
| mays, "reſerve" your'! leſſons for others; my 
ereed v eontained in 4 nr eotnpals £ Tam 
. Ae dener ans Kindw m Guty: * fy 
mie 16 2% Toived 29 ee acl 
Lechs ach thih bse lde Goſpel; or its 
midiffers; if their” ſucceſs be ſmall! the feed 
requires iti proper foil, otherwiſe in valn does 
te Hhulban an plant, and Water; in vain 
| daew'the ſue Med forth Its geniaP beans; the 
produgs/Will"be"'ngthing,* or only briers and 
thorhs/* Jufl'fo with the heurt of man's with 
the/ unwilling" ard abdurate heart, love mit. 


| de Goſpel irfelf, in which all theſe 
| arr ontered, though preached with he tongue | 
a e no efficacy; it wn them, and 

5 3 they 


carries; fear hat no terror, hope no engaging h : 


x 5 
* 
* 


tber will not heinearned ; - the: ;rodditipe it 
offers is fixtaryz but- they, ate in love; Witb 


— 


their diſeaſe. However, «the matter ends not 
are this very! Goſpel, ſo benign and heal- 
ing in its tendency s thus turned into tlie 
favour of death. Nor is this peculiar to the 


Goſpel a every. good thing, when! peryerted 


And abuſed, becomes the ſource of war — 
Sin, W ſays the>Apaſtle, taking occaſion- by 


the coramandment;..** deceived: me; and -by 
it, ſle w me 3i the commandment ordained to 
life, 0 the Wilfully deceivod. became death.. 
If. this de true, with reſpect to the la, the 
conſequence is much more to be dreaded,. in 


the rejection of the Goſpel E we mayy N of 


this what our Saviour fays of himſelf, — 
« whoſoever ſball fall op this Gowe\, ſhall be 


broken, but,.on.whomſoever,/it thall fall, zit 


will /grind; him to powdes.”'..:;VWhep:; men = 


| hear the, wrath gf God. againſt fh repre· 


ſented in ſuch an e form; through 
the death of, Chrig, that. angthing, but 
cho, execution thereof, can nge it: mare 


alarming, and yet will perſiſt: in ſin. and, Pro- 
voke that wrath, either the ſtrangeſt convic- 


tions muſt. be overcome, or the conſcience 
affected by the ſevereſt wounds. Moreover, 


| 2 ä to be won by tbe glad 


tidin g 


tidingꝭ e ſalvation when the gichas f God's: 
what bavnek muſt demꝑtatien make in their? 
baſe affections! Every diſplay of the diriner 
word, held forth by its diſpenſers, muſt make 
kreſulded ſinners morn, reſolyed,; and har- 

deued a. hence, in ordeſ tp avoid. the light.) 
they plunge : deeper: intel darkneſg zb ihe: 
mean time, While itithus beightens-thaiy in- 
Sratitude, it leaves them no cloak for their 
ä b their greater gwilh;demands theis greater | 
thy, Goſpal grind;thoſ to, powders. whom, t: 
fſt condemns ; este ther: every 
ſpurce: gf hope it gives, | 
die, emen its everer. ang. 1 
rr Jo /aqort welds dave trot oflty ns :47 

-Butfurthar, e are untoothers the ſavour 
of ifs vato- le :" ſome, indeed, there care, 
ho attend to the means. f inſtructiona and 
receive: the: Word. with the. regard due go 
divine meſſate s they conſider ĩt not ſo much 
belonging ti thoſe who deli ver it, as to him 
vwhoſe meſſungers they ata they know it is 
— omnopetil; if they refuſe him that 
ſpcaketh : and they give) that voice admit- 
tance, which ſhalceth thel heaven, and; the 
| oarth,naml ———— into bell, This 
* 100g : 1 


* * * 


is, therefore, part of their uhutacter thin 
they: trembir ut ] d. Welfttheg ana, 
the Wonder g that Any hbu¹i Hear it; atid / 
nt tibrmble. 10 _yelqlib. vievel |; enoifglis 28d 
Se urn eaotn=>q\ib 2livd « dn} bladl «b1g *. 
Bit is is t an Me mimiftrutibn oF e 
Golgel, Whets duly improved; reſtores minite> 
theres digit vf hid Nature; it thews him! 
255 1 OR delay, che 
70 C ng incr eh, and viting judg. 
LDAP il des 4 beo tis 
eſe uf Ther, Endftfoni, fb" that they truſt not! 
ts thb IHM Ripperts, WH hair fx FSH 
dende rity nmiſter; but reſt ian the fret . 
font rfl bf hope; laid in- the folpraness!. 


theſe; when difpkaycd in Hehe HillenergE y f 


vive the penitent with the hope of pardon, 
ſo chat eu every uthet refuge full i reſdge 
in the divine ercy: through Chriſty brings : 
rep6ſe to the troubled brraſt· Sweet word ut 
oonſdlation; wirbelt dh ſuceour What de- 


ſponding tertors would agitate thagpuiky-con-» | 35 


ſon to bleſi the word ſinte it aſſulla them in 

the race, they arefengaged to un. The 
many obſtructions to this rate, can ob 
ſurmounted, by ſuch motives as arł peculiar 401 
the Golpel; nn. hen their own. lan- 
jo +4. gur 


ſcience! Hurnble chtiſtians have likewiſe ra. / 


Sub Weste Sake ther. deſpond, hen their 
own Beurtb 'woek!betriy thetn; urges them: 
oll to èdnqueſt, and te glery: thiough! this 
miniſlryy they obtain thi privilege 'of u fingle 
eye bey know both how to approve and 
practiſe things that are excellent, ſo rhat they ' 
are noi deeri ved by ſpeeious forms of virtue, 
but onbrive khe reality of it, and endeaveͤ | 
to per ſect holiteſs iti the fear of God. It ie 
ges c duty its proper place, both in dei 

heart / and their practice. Thus ſupported 
aud directed, they go oui through thisvale'of 
miſeryz ta the lani of protniſe. Pilyritas hero 
they haſten forward. Reſigned, donttnt, and 

aheatffulz ahbe beguile the troubles of Uſe,; 
aud fx cheir uffectious oh thoſt Reavegly 
prlpect abo which Gothinvites them A 
this confort they receive; theſe privileges 
they enjoy, from hearing und believing the 
word It firſt exaltö- Wem to Hewned 5b 
life, then fills them with the aſſured expecta- 
tiem of ifs exerhat. Here, then) id kde true 
efficacy of religion: from theſe f the word 


Lane dane an mubdres TH1d7 in nns ff 
*#1/ſownd thirty; | Sha AH 48% Ai, DTD St, 


och 11-368 b 0 b 10 5 ON 00 lo 10 : 
ved 15 | From 


_ preactied, retartis not ernpty, dit binge forty = 8 


” 1 
aun wk an enquiry: In the — | 
you; highly;eſteem.t this word of, God's Do, 
yqu diligently attend eh « Do peu merk it | 
Do yon apply it? Are,you deſuous ãt Huld 
ſearch yous:heart'?. Has at its Proper inn 
enge upon q, De you bring your prinei- 
ciples to ãts deciſiom, and your conduct. to its 
rules? So that hen it has taken deep root 
within yo you may ſayt with the Pſalmiſt, 
Hon Gyeet, are thy words unto my throat, 
Fea, ſuseter than bone untd ink mou. 
Some effect it: wil have: it Will ither fill 
you With peace andijoy in belicvingy 2 | 
ternefs-mn:ithe Jattesiend. It favesnorcit da- 

Neoys:;; Tgchear —— then, 
id extreme folly; to convert: its ſweet. odour 
into poiſon, is extreme retehedneſs. To 
baveſümmortab ſouls , and yet to extract æter· 
nal death from [the fond of immortality, is a 
degree of, madnels, which; wants a name. 
„ e Loot arte d r⁰Eꝭei ella a i 
„In order tg avoid ſuch ſhocking teſlectious, 
chere are maay, Who make lies their gonſi- 
dence, and take tholker in unbelief. If the. 


Wordi is againſti them, they will. be ft 
the word. This was the caſe with he Jews 


of old.” The word of 2 not in them: 
aw IR: 2 they 
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they were i indiſpoſed to receive it tl pride and 
carnality had enſlaved them to their .] ͤ rt 

party: therefore they diſbelieved. They were 
r againſt the moſt awakening warnings 
of our Lord, nay, againſt the: teſtimony of 
their own ſenſes. They imputed what they 
heard, and. what they ſaw, to the power of 
Baelzebub; he hath a devil and is mad, 
why hear ye him?“ From the ſame ſource: 
is derived the incredulity of our modern liber» 
tines: wala Ow a Hg Will 
notiobey . Te 211! 4 2111 n St 0) 
N03 100 116% e YE 1 FH 3677. 007} 
Other there are, 8 thongh not bold x 
enough to run theſe lengths, yet bavidg!a 
ſeoret diſlike/ to the word, malign and uilify 
thoſe that preach it. Such asc theſe: are ſo 
far conſiſtend with themſelues. Our vety 
order isa ſtanding reproach to:their fins, And 
as they are reſolved not to proſit by dur adqmo- 
nitibns they fore bode evil: from dur miviſtry, 
to their own fouls; | and' eſteem us the trou- 
blers of their repoſe”; for, tre diſturb deen ; 
| e , e eee 
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1 conſequence of this, thereare many, who 
refuſe attendance upon the word, a ſpecies of 
| 3 the moſt fatal iſſue. 


0 


„ mne Mag 
Every ioſtitution of God is ef the utmoſt 
| Iihiportarice to man: evory inſtitution df God 
negitc red aggravates, tot exeuſes; fin! What 
then: will it profit a man, to ſhun the inoni: 
tors of his danger ] he cannot make His condi- 
tion any other than what it reallyt ist Orr to 
lull his ebnſtlente into à ſhort tfepdſe ? it will 
hereafter ſpeak as loud as! the ttummp hf Go 
that wWakes bim from the grave. Alas l what 
avails the poor condemned criminaly that he 

Will not hraf his ſentence paſſed, nor attend 
to the warnings of his doom ? he can neither 
ſtop, nor delay its execution. Others there 
are, who beat not che voie of the meſſenigers 
of Chriſt, becauſe they are ſtrun gers cio: the 
peduliar duties of the Goſpel we:Inculcate; 
Content with the principles they reteive in 
their education, und the world, fm them 
they learn their habits, both of thinking an¹t 
2 Hence they :confind themelves! to 
the! generab obligations of fumdiety without = 
enlarging their minds with tha fpiritual teas 
tions of the churoh. of Chriſt:: Others there 
are, who not content with teini regular paſ⸗ 
tors, heap to themſelves teachers, as they did 
even in the: times tif the apoſtles; whoſe itłh- 
ing ears ſtill continue to demand noveltyj and 
r ee whallt a * 10 
. ; this 


ee Maj is 
this inficapity.ofi the car, add its diſeaſe alia 
Imtan thoſe, who, intent opon the doctrines 
only; Would babiſh the virtues of chriſtianity, 
and convert the ſalutaty goſpel of Chriſt, imd 
a ſyſtem; of diſputation. All; theſe, [inſtead of 
eſteeming us very bighiy in ove! for. our 
works” fake, tre eafily. induced, to join the 
general e become euemios to our 
Wan * ba igu bus l 
ele 361 40 140100 nn 0 1 89 Jo 

1 Mould not vonder at this, 
wal ſome ſtrange thing had happened. It ig 
no more than we ought to expect, and ſhould 
be prepared to receive. The Jews denied 
Chriſt: wicked men do the fame, at this very 
day. And if they gall the maſter of the houſe 
Beelzebub, much more them of his houſe- 
hold. If they reject his goſpel, well they 
may the infirm diſpenſers of it. This then 
ariſes from the very nature af the office we 
adminiſter. .. It is impoſſible to make liſe and 
death conſiſtent, the ſpiritual wy weed 
NOTE, fr ib 477 
GHG” . $i 
Miki. Bp" STAIRS ee 
 verſeneſs and oppakition. of men, with reſpect 

$0--purſelves: They have reaſon for this: 


through 1 their * is made more 
130112 very 


14 The Chriflian Mini. 
weighty and ſevere. - But, far be it from us to 
glory over thoſe that periſh, or accuſe them 
in the evil day— God forbid! It is ſtill our 
duty to bear with them in love, to caution, 
to perſuade,” to perſiſt in the invitation, and 
if pofſible, to conquer enmity by kindneſs. 
Let every other ſentiment then in us be 
filenced, with reſpect to them, but to pity; to 
love, and forgive. And we will only fay 
of each impenitent ſinner, Oh that thou 
hadſt known, even thou in this thy day the 
things which belong to thy PR, but ROW 
they are hid from thine aa * 08 
43M as! 3 83% 4 1 
| But, whil life remains, we ous not G0 | 
ſpair of any. Whilſt the divine mercy is 
offered, we ' muſt co- operate with it, and 
labour that none periſh, through our fault, 
For who knows but ſome may be wrought 
upon, by the labour of love, from enemies to 
become friends, and what is ſtill more, the 
friends of God, and his anointed. To our 
labours muſt be added prayers and interce 
ſions, that he who reconciles the world unto 
; himſelf, may turn the hearts of the diſobe- 
dient to embrace wiſdom. We cannot be 
too earueſt in this cauſe, nor watehful to a 
better end. To our ae inſtructions, we 
muſt 


* 


nn Pp uſe all 


lawful means of knowing not only the out- 
ward! conduct and | public manners, but the 


amdiſguiſed: ſentiments of thoſe committed 


to our care, that ſo we —— — 
dE TT TEE Ig | 


Ade baden it is yoiun eee er 
e e eee 
cauſe, you will ſuffer the word of exhorta- 
tion; you will compare it with the ſcriptures, 
and eſteem it not as coming from man, but 
the living God. And ſince we have one 
common intereſt, you will think it your duty 
to co- operate with us, and receive us with 
all cordiality, and affection. The human mind 
is ſo formed, that when the meſſage of the 

goſpel is entertained, with due regard, the 
meſſengers will be welcomed alſo. How 
beautiful upon the mountains are the feet of 
them, that preach the goſpel, that bring ꝑlad 
tidings of good things.“ The credit of the 
miniſtry is always in proportion to the influ- 
ence; of religion. And there never was an 
inſtance of a truly pious and chriſtian ſpirit, 
that did not love and honour thoſe for their 
works ſake, who bear this relation to W 


us being his miniſters and ſtewards. 
1% 4 | | The 


from a higher ſource, the very religion you 


The eee have 
an eſpecial claim to the regards of good men, 
try, ariſing from the number, the] different 
habits, the different ſentiments, the various 
prejudices and .partialities of thoſe committed 
to their care. Beſides, amidſt the general 
perverſeneſ of the times, we too are neceſſa- 
rily expoſed to no ſmall ſhare of the privilaged 
licence. Nor can any qualifications, on our 
part, prevent this. On the contrary, : they 
often provoke the ſneers of the envious; they 
ſtir up the malice of the wirked, to diſplay * 
more abundant wickedueis. This naceſſarily 
ariſes from thoſe avowed: ſentiments, with 
reſpect to all religion. and thoſe notorious 
neglects of religious duty, which too much 
ae rage I + 
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ſpirit towards your. teachers. A retribution 
for ſpiritual things is a debt of juſtice, a debt 
of the higheſt obligation, which _— 
ſhould not be enforced by human laws, ariſes 


profeſs. But I leave this topic, Jeſt itiſbould * 
| be interpreted by the ignorant and Yl-diſpoſed, 


as an Rp of which nat 
1 


De Gg nn Marihry. 3 
ne Feintpt bör the 
—_ de av6ided;” — — Us — 
bellede dt it will be is ihtkrprsted By 
5082" Maeder, 7 It is 4 all tlling bot 
8 Wett Jugged bf Jod, or of tilts juddg- 

west“ THe judge ſtandetkt before the Höbf: 
chat zulge, II — to Romy 
Würd, tütvogt evil report Oe 


rlibolich flartery e 
cafe agree. e an den 1 


firaibe whe his HARDY? 17S 
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diner tor rita duty, a füll evidedte G 
your ty, at K trüt feflgfött. 
Tf ybh imagine egit colfiſtetit Wirth 4 bad 


a0 {ERA} Heut, go tö the outs of m1, 
and worſhip there. If you are Content with 
the form of godlineſs, or in adopting religious 
notion, ; profes nt that faith, which, in its 
Peda etsc), Cel roi tber hd the 
5 If my br 56h Adi d ſbeh entite 
ſtrangers to the Bible, as to think that faith 
alone will ſave you, indeed you cannot rea- 
ſonably expe& acceptance at the laſt from 
that God, who will reward every man 
according to his works. Or if you thould 
ſo tare aſunder the word of God. as to 
Wok. I. War: ſeparate 
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ſeparate, the, duties from the privileges, and 
eonfing the precious name of the (goſpel 
to the latter, only, here is a ſource, of error, 
which will produce ingumerable and, 1 0 
vated. evils... Be ye then doers, of, the 

Word, and pot. hearers only, deceiving, your 
ownſelyes,” Put away from you all pride, 
and, partiality,,apd ſtrites, and diviſions, and 
| the diſcontented ear, and the revolting heart, 
and ** receive with, meckvels 2050 — 2 
word, which. is Hen, and then - only," able to 
fave your ſouls.” May, then, we that preach, 
and you that hear, unite and encreaſe in the 
york. of. loye that ſo, when we give our 
accounts to the Judge, of all, we may partake 
of each, other's joy, and join together in the 
tongs of praiſe, which, ebnet n leemin 
83 love. x 198 I 


" To God the Father, God, the Sap, and 
God the Holy Ghoſt, bo all jean 


now, and for evermo re. 
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Then I contended with the nobles of 'Yualtls; ana 
g unto. bem, What cuil tuns is thityhat 
{ge dog mee , the Sibbarb a: Didi 
-11,y0ur fathers rb; and dill not our Goll bring 
l this evil upon us} and upon this tity PiN 
EE Nui by: profaning 
-oitpeJabbathoo: bur 0 of thts nift 


öh a ii dd inne ors ona 

HE nohles of Judah had, letely- beheld 
tber civil, poli ity: dverturndd3 and; beit 
a xvined.; Their city and their-teniple 
had been deſtroyed. - They -hadolived:in'a 
ſtrange land, and for ſeventy ycats had borne 
the Wrath of their God.] That! wiath! had 


now irelented: they were latelyreturbed from 
captivitys and though abey Mete teſtocegite 
ee e deep 
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20 The Chriftian Sabbath. 

the ruins of their city, and be affected with. 
the devaſtations, the enemy had made. Whilſt, 
under the cþnduft of Neheqpiab, they were 
ſettling the holy city, they could not but 
view the fins of their fathers, and read a 
leſſon full of important inſtruction to them " 
ſelves. ' Who then could have imagined, that 
with ſuch awakening memorials before them 
they could have forgotten God? But ſoit | 
was—they profaned the fabbath, day; that 
ſabbath, which was to be a perpetual ſign of 
people. We might well be aſtonithed at this, 
did: we not know that great men are net al- 
ways wiſe, that there is ſometbing_ in ran, 
deur, Which iadiſpoſes men for ſpiritual obe- * 
dience 3: ſo. that we have ſtill reaſon to com- 


plain, that the noble, and honburable, pro- 
fane the chriſtian ſabbath. It is- notorious, 


tlas the Ie of pleaſure, joined to a pretended 
freedonn of thought, have produced irreligion : 
ain” irrehgion reobils, with redoubled force, 
to ſtrengthen thoſe corruptions, whieh gave 
it birth. | Heneey the Lord's day is dedigated, 
not to the Lord, but to pleaſure, 0 diſſipa- 
tion, and every evil werk. But vice, and ir- 
religion, are infections: countenanced by th 
en they babe 3 f irnitatien 
* 
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ta. others, even to the loweſt.” And. they, 
who ,wopld deſpiſe, ar overlook,, a. good er. 
ample, are ready to catch, and. greedily em- 
e eee to tbeit 
own corruptions. It is the duty, cohſequentiy 
aof everg faithful, Nehemiah, and all ſpiritua 
- - watchmen, to warn, both great and fmall, c 
the, guilt, and danger, bY this glaring, and 
growing ichpiet : 


I. alt, Ae . the Wllewing E 
courſe, endeavour to ſhew, firſt, th geiterig 
obligation Chriſtians are under to obſerve the 
chriftiari fabBath ; fecotidly, the cf and guilt 
of" hit irt aud, aby, He _ 

fotti ſuch 4 profinaticn 
= upon x Kabeln perl. 
2141 $89 HRO 01 Oi 1949 92 gas nl 
Aal fist, ha fender Van mag created, than 
the Lotd ſancuihrd ond day in even, for his 
peculiar: worilupiz and the reaſan giwem is9 
that,» on that days: God neſted. from alb. lis 
thorefores bez from the beginning. drmnpted 
from labour, and cotiſeoratod to ſpuritual em · 
ploytnents. - A-petpetualfountiation! this,, for 
qblarving.21gay' holyi ynto the Lord, ſo long 
a man is capable-ob-beliolding the glories! of 
th ͤ— 
C 3 N 
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22 cen e 
love, in A thing ging hitn into Exiftete, and ca 
pale Sf payitig bird any ſe wel. That al 
Sabbath ſobld frequently fetüfg; is Expediet; 
that «lively Keule b God m be Pere 
in the foul, and 4 due chene, For His re- 
nelted feder be cotitinually JEET ue © he 

-66dneh, © then, and Wiſdom, 01 the teste, 
10 malllteſted- i preſcribitig dub a itifo a pottio 25 
our time for himſelf, as is beg e to 


the,exigencieqof the che r negeſſities 
of the ſoul. „Ir ain it 01] TUU/78$9U4939 Ari 

dt 5% 15tono07 20h os ν,jcj iu nuit Z, 
pi This commandment as buſt given, in the 
tate, of innocence, before ſin, and dathy and 
ruin,,.camg; The ſabbath was then, perle 
fary, though man, endowed with, the drying 


reſemblance, was ever ready to offer up the 
Fiveet inoreaſe of praiſo. Who, then, is there, 
amongſt. us, that can juſtlÿ think himſelf ls | 
empt from that ſervice, which was / required 
| of [ hnocence ;or:refuſe) tortubnmat his rebel- 
Lous nature to: that homage, which man 
yet unfallen was Fommanded to pay d For 
are there leſt antans ito be uſod forthe! moo- = 
very. of the dul, chan its preſetvation ? No: 
the greater hazard requires th greater care 
and if,vhbefore the ſalli there as danger, leſt 
N e er tranſgrefſion 
N KF 
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— fil ene leſt is 
; thould:end im rum Tat Motu: 


h eib a3 0 25 es W 20 
Buty as our nature is inferior p to that of 
Adam, o is our ernployment. The earth it 
ſelf lis under à curſe, through ſin; andzo ns it 
were, unwillingly, gratifies our labours g we 
are bound, therefdre; 40 conſeęrateitliaſi la- 
bours, by an holy riſt, , leſt zhey ſhould: be! ace! 
eurſed alſo. For, af fruitful paradiſe required 
a ſtated ſeaſon of repoſe, muah imore do toil 
andi labour; and, if : the. earth was mawarthy: 
of aontinuedi attention, hen it camt out 


of te bands of its creator, ſurely it muſt be 


ſo, hen the thorns and briers it produces, 
ſae wi that it wn 326g the common ca» 
Wan wo öde nod onus diow, 08 305 


Ae this juſtieciof Gadis ſen, 
in the labour the earth requires, the glory and 
majeſty of the Creator are alſo ſeen in every 
part of the ereftion; : Theſe ſtill detnand the 
praiſe and adoration 'qf attentive minds; and, 
it ſcems to be one principal end of the inſti⸗ 
tation of the ſabbath, to preſerve the athen« 
tion of men to theſe thihgs, and continue tlie 

divine worſhip, through ſucoerding grnera- | 
none, to the lataſt periods df time, Surely 
| S101 n then, 


in Chriſt, is, the author ß this:wondesfu 
Kade, that he upholds it by his power) that 


Jhings to work en for their good. leit 


| yanþ in-the. land. af Egypt, that the Lordithy 
God brought thee, out thance,, thrangh A 
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then, Chriſtiaps Gannet pay lefs-regardta ibis i 
inſtitution, than thoſe, wha:enjayed.anhj/the 


occaſional revelations of the divine will. 
They are equally concerned, in tbe:wark& of 
God, with the patriarehs oF old, and baye:fbl 
greater ĩntereſt in the author of then Ihe 
divine protaiſes, which they: aui aſun off; aro 
fulfilledi in us; and the redemption oi man, 
has brightendd all the works of God, with the 
beam of the mqſt endearing love. Id aſfunds 
then new»pleaure: to r bwbhen 
the: Ohriſtian conſiders, that God, reconciled 


he takes. care af his electʒ by forbidding alÞ 
ovil t0:/approach. them, and commands a 


In proceſs ol time, this e re · 
nexed tg the Jews, iv memory of their, deli- 
yerance: out of the land; of Egypt. Res 
member, ſajis; Moſesl“ that hon waſtia ſer · 


mighty wer , by al ſtrotchech aut. . 
Therefore, the. Lordi thy God: commanded 
thee. tq, kgop.tho lablathy. da- 


e eee 
elne 


; The Chien Sabbath is 
Ales teſts 8 momoesial ef their freedom. 
tom tha ſeverity ef theit former bondage 
and tha penalty a them 
range and injreticnde, oft; ear 


243 & 22510 es bun eilig au! 2399558 vhiuvilaaerds 
We Chriſtians are not concerned ini th 
rene wallpf dhe ſabbaah, hne What was pecu- 
thtir.oceemonial Warſhin. and ga wey A = 
fan better dalivatrance than theits. Fur this 
_ reaſon," laps. St; Paul, to ther Colin let 
no man judge you, in meat, on in drink. or 
raſpe cd aß the ned / moon, or of the ſabheth- 
day, which are n ſhadow of things to c. 
but the body is of Chriſt. | The:ſabſtance, 
then, continues aſter the ſhadowck yanithed 
ay; the moral part of the obligation is en · 
forced upon us, by.commemoratingoutLoad's 
reſurrection, and the jewiſh ſabbath changed 
ta the · fl day of' the week} by the 8 
aud e e e ee ihn 
nr ddt . (18 od: do boite Rewe 
Had cam itdbe acqpeſtivng; with -Chrifianss 
whethes they ara boundte etlehmte their ue 


dre! Through. this. recanciliacion be- 


46 The Chriflian Sabbath; a 
of ſons is anda reſtored,” and the /inheritines 
- purchaſed and reſerved by Him, Who hatt 
made dur deliverance complete; //'So-that our 
redemption is our ſecond; and muctubbtter;] 
creation. The pious Chriſtian, therefore, 
thankfully accepts the gift, and as often as the 
Lord's day returns, looks upon it as the day, 
oti ich ho as begotten to à lively hope, by 
te reſurrection (of Chriſt from the dead. 
Let theſe profahe it Who ate aliens to the 
love of Chriſt, o rdceive no pleaſurt from 
remembering him, whom they have offended. 
Let tboſe profane it, Who have no ſenſe of 
duty, and ſtudy to diveſt themſelves of the 
fears of 'conſcience. The Chriſtian is called 
by the voice of love;/ani{gratitude, to devote 
chat day to him en which he: triumphed 
over⸗ death, vanquiſhed ſatan, 8 
8 of heaven manner nog 
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hv ia — tho ſtate, and 
condition, of religion in this world the 
ſanctification of the Chriſtian ſabbath is ne- 
ceſſary to preſervenit. Chriſtianity, Like it's 
author; in his ſtate of humiliation) is like a 
tender plant in an. uncindly ſbil. At is ex. 
poſed te the ſtorms of life: it requires ſome 
| 6 
| diving 
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Steine reffehtnent, and longs för the bend 
of the fun of fightecuſneſs. On the Lefds 
day eIpE ia tis ſun is unveiled; it chears 
the 2 Kik, warf revives the contrite; by diſa 
laying'the-riches of the Kingdom of Chiiftf 
ere, the myſteries of the Goſpel are made 
known'to the ightratit, and the 0bjeRs of fete 
and the tumultyous ſcenes are removed for = 
| N buſy, that they may recollect their ways, 
and be fortred Gable temptation.” Heke, 
likewiſe; the Rrvice" God requires, is fixed 
upon the canfbience, und thoſe terrors de- 
rel ch afg d be the portion! of the 
Globedient, . Thus is" the Ahe of r 
Prelerved, ald Bel kept under ſome reſtraints 
and though” profaneneſß, and irreligionf de 
er baniſhed from the'werld,” they raiſe nor 
yhbounded ee ee infidelity,” 
00 783 Ido 301 3! of A Fin” þ 19 . GO 
ll, true delle vers receive a peculiaib beneſt 
fein Ant- Ton day, ö Whith they, bo 
= et in tha?" fins, do not partake One 
diy in the conrts of God, is c thern better 
thin a thoufand.”' Hete, they quit the etres of 
fe, und labbuf for that eat? Which 
eile Evert u: Attentve to the Vice 
ef theit beloved, their hearts burn witkft 
hem] | wileeihe'rcortiftite of his Hſt and 
15 death, 


length c ence pr Gical, athaiſts: : [Thug 


1e Sie, ee 


deaths and glory are recounted, Nas is their 
Glade unfruitful . prayer and 'praife follow 
them into their retirementa, and [diffuſe g 
ſarenity over their whole fouls; Happy, then, 
n this day te them, as it prepares them fi 
th: enjoyrnent of a bettar world, thay e 
bibel, which. is the Sek Pro (bein 
2 _ SUSE 55 eri: 12 | 
OS as Santi et; þ 
guilt, of the. profayation. of the. Lord's. day, 
It:ſhews 3 diſpoſRion to tranſgrels. not, o 
wach in ong partial inſtance f duty, as | 
te offend again; all nslig on vhatever. Tis 
ſpbbath breaker difowns beth. providence, and 
widemptions aud, is. equally regardleſs,. of the 
works i of netum awd. of re., Thaugh 
bound. 10. 4; daily nſscration of : higaſelf, ta 
God, through Chriſt, he denies the obligation 
of ſpncding ng day;-an God requires. , Iraeli- 
dem is thus ſormed mate 24habit, the nett aint 
af eynicience, are gradually, warn off, and men 


hardonedl. in their fins, it. ; to be feared, then 
will chen only. be. ſenſihle of their wagaituda 
and their number ben they ang called before 
the judgsdent ſeat, of Chriſt, auch thatl bg 
— "A h 
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vet hold wen git, that profane the fab» 
Some there are that! violate the 
e and ſtupid inde- 
They uſb it literally as a day of reſt, 
— ——— 
other than bodily, labours, for fix days in d 
week, they forget that on this, they are called 
to the werk of trace; and of God. Hence, 
dtbe Lord's day brings wich it no praſit to the 
or in the fields; or they are {lunaboriug up 
the bed of ſleth, and ben that this fordid 
duty they owe to the beſt of beings, 'Dhus 
inſtead of redeeming the time, they throw 
away golden opportunities, and fell the glo- 
nens of eternity, that they may per one diy 
. MINT er 
| 10 20 011 
lden Uns are, enn 
day, in their worldly buſineſs. Dim days ure 
dme, for this purpoſe : the other he requires, 
24-2 matte of their acknowledgriene 6f vida. 
They admit not the eluim, fee they . 
ente none te his ſerwiee. To/ Rim the owe 
all their _ Proſperity and ſuoseſa, yet they dis. 
truſt 
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% Wa chilli Sahbath. 
truſt his providengs, aug, plaialy diſcovery that 
they prefer their trade and: their merchandiſe 
before the God of their ſabvation. Oh, how 


inſatinble is the God of this world, for he 


devours our time, and yet hide eternity fn 
aur eyes! x 10 cvodsd : {450d Scl rotho 


ballen 3. 1 itt no 3241, 19910 Nöth % 


As theſe offend e an attachment to 


worldly profit, others tranſgreſs through the 
love of pleaſure. Now, pleaſure is ever an 
enemy to the ehriſtian life,” hy engroſſing our 
precious time, by admituiſtering fewel to the 
carnal mind, by indiſpoſing us for God. It 
is. one great end of the chriſtian ſabbath, that 
watchfulneſs and meditation ſhould prevent 
this. flattering ſyren from corrupting our ſouls, 


or exen entering into our conſectated tem- 


ples. By means of theſe, a ſpiritual joy riſes | 


vwithin us of a far ſuperior nature to the plea- 


ſures of the world. Theſe it keeps within 


their proper bounds: but loſing this ſweet 
companion; we loſe our guard. The love of 


plesſure, then, predominates; our luſts get the 


aſcendency : and, as if they, were not guilty 
enough of themſelves, God's own day is ſacri- 


 legiouſly/ in vaded, and proſtituted to their 
| indulgence. Another .method-of violating the 
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The Chriflian Sabbath. "i 
Lord's day is by neglecting public ; worſhip. 
Chriſtians ate called, aa one body, into one 
place. Some refuſe to come through per- 
verſencly, and conceit, and the love of ſepa- 
nation others, through profaneneſ. The for- 
wer cruelly divide that church, which, ought 
to be united: the latter, like mortified limbs, 
are torn off from the body of Chriſt, Gratitude 
can lay no hold upon men of cotrupt minds. 
They receive many public mercies from God, 
very day in the week, yet will, not acknow- 
ledge them one day, in a public, manner. They 
axe. called. to teſtify their, adherence. zol thoſe 
vows. they made unto Chriſt, at their ſhaptiſm: 
but, baving broken chem hy an unholy, life, 
they abhor all communion with him, and 
ſpend. the chriſtian, ſabbath in a manner ſuit; 
able to their whole conduct, and in any other 
place than the houſe of God. Why will they 
thus perſiſt in rebellion, and hold out againſt 
the gracious calls of merey? Fox, this is the 
place, where pardon; is offered /to;\the penir 
tent, and grace is freely given to thoſe that 
ſeek it. And, oh, may the ſpirit of. Gd at 
leg. yl that theſe rn branches 
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7 m. ee del. 
Du, thltz, Nehemmich, yon have Sen ih 
the rent, cliredtens chat 'God will bring mere 
wth upon Iſrael; for profiting the ſabbath. 
Tho Jews Had before Haffured fur this Very 
fig; Ther renting te it d their 
ume. The divine miercy, and if rob. 
 wetad (privileges; made their äpsſtacy the 
— wage to enter into arty j 
inge A ae further” mary, Ia this threat. 

ning, my brethren; we muy read u geſſen tb 


clrtiee the fins of this ey day; ut furtwer 
chan the Jews. Oer Gbligatiens ure greater 
than heits, ſo are eur offenbes Ike wi, tore 
nutherous, 'more/abuiidatit; there provôhing. 
Fitted; uns on tevo of Or Suualey erurmItber hure 
Lately bern ebected by the l uur : bit a ghvat 
uber Pill remain, fare of which are fits. 
out, others dt bau traſt ;ard-rhitiy'of theth, 
Tam perſusded, it will be ithpeffible to ſtop 

by any huthatt Laws, Ie great is the boldneß 
of theſe tires, ati! the liecnce of this co 
ty; What” then retains” but Gods jodg. 
mert, who- ſonictinites fiys* to a. rebelkbus 
people, that would neither be wit, tibr tbr 
fied, into ſubmiſſion, 4 Hitherto ſhalt thou 
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We”. (15 26] 0 1051 197 
2 «fox od 21. 10, 99 il 
But the ae of thats ſins, upon our 
general conduct. Affortis teaſon for, the fame 
fore bodings. Their very tendeney is ruinous. 
Sabbath, breakers quickly became either open 
blaſphamers, or inſqlent in their, manners, qr 
impudent nne. This engages 8 juſt and 
holy God to make them feel his indignation, 
and teach them, by yarigus calamities, that 
there is a God, who judgeth the earth. Nay, 
though individuals ſhould cſcape all temporal 
puniſhment, and after many unhallowed fab- 
baths, go down to the grave in peace, yet 
age. their profane reſt will be changed into 
unſpeakable wor, and they, who in this life 
2 with Gad, Will news 
euer with Selen and his ange. 
eie Jenn RY 91145. SON? 
ſy 4 5 —— O ye parents, ye 9 4 
ters, ye magiſtrates, if ye have any lone for 
the ſouls of men, ſuffer not thoſe committed 
to your care to ruin themſelves, by the wan- 
ton abuſe of a ſhort time, which they will 
not be able to redeem, in the ſufferings of 
endleſs ages. If you have any regard to the 
glory of God, any g gratitude for A e > 
FE Fe 3 love, 
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con, hut no further, and pts ſball-tby 
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34 The Clrifitis Sabbath, . 
love, let theta not be tiampled on, without 
your teſtifying, an abhorrence- of tho guts and 
PEE to wn We: 4 
Andi oh, let A mne this of. 
teſolve immediately to live as becomes the 
creatures of God, and the redeemed of the 
Lord. Let not this day paſs, nor the remaim - 
ing ſabbaths return upon us, without ſome 
profit to our ſouls, in preparing us for that 
awful change, which is not far diſtant fror 
any, and may be very near indeed to ſome 
amongſt us: that, whenever the maſter. calls, 
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we may be ready, and receive our ſummous 


as thoſe, that have long waited for his com- 
ing. And, oh, may we all of us ſo entertain 
him here below, as our moſt welcome gueſt, 
that he may guide and comfort us in this 
valley of tears, and when we depart hence, 
e receive us into his Wen n 
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| | Hannaws X. 25. ® 
Not 22 the offnbling yourſebves ago 


as the manner of ſome is. Bots 


HE e converts, in che times of 
| perſecution, could not afſemble together 
for public worſhip, without being expoſed to 
the fury of the unbelieving Jews. Accord- 
which ſhould have inflamed their zeal, in 
reality extinguiſhed it. The fame effect, 
them, the Jukewarmaeſs of the preſent age, 
has wrought with many of .. Great nume - 
bers amongſt us are, during their whole lid, 
ſtrangers to-xligious aſſembliea. A cloud af 
isnorance and ſenſuality hig from them their 
. e mne * 
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36 "Public Worſhip. 
who_are content with a very partial attend- 


ance: "upon? kfrety to the 
houſe of God Gov ce of eber, 
and, by the ſame humour, are often diverted 
from it. It may Be, AM and indolence 
intervene, and indiſpoſe thern or God. Or, 
an attachment to the buſineſs of the world 
engroſſes the ſacred hours, and betrays their 
 Irreligion. A third fort there is, who come 
to hear, and to pray in the Lord's houſe, but 
give no attendance at the Lord's table. 
Strange ingonſiſtence! Hy the former, they 
acknowledge their Lord ; by the latter, they 
deny him. pray thee have ine encuſed,“ 
i the voice of multitüdes. They regard-no 
oßffequences: they would keep their fins and 
their religien tbo. But indeed theyveannot, 
ot is be rebuke is kept for therm in fore, 
by en ye mb Lord, Lord, and do not 
abe lauge which KNV“ 
enden of D 3 baſyjunaiizs vl! 
has wie have lived''to-Tfer the time; in 
nen de love of memy is grown vold.” So 
That Wantiag the Hee and energy ef religion, 
_ heir dero CARS ber forced and flach. What 
döner bs ee ches, that they d regard The 
Wire tather a8 à prifon te the body, than 
8 * 
9 the 
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ther di vine: pteſenes with/andifferen@zcifmhor = 


with diſtzuſt, and generally forego chat bear 
venlyhauquet, ichs providfd for thema 80 
that they cannat lay with tha pibus Nalmiſt, 
Liens the ham dafireth the water-braoks} 
ſo longeth my ſoul after theg, O-/ Gad. My 
ſoul is athirſt for God, yen, even for tha li 
ing God: when ſhall I come to appear before 
the preſence of God h / Nor can. they aſſume 
to themſelves that noble eulogy, whieh in 
recorded of the propheteſs Anga, hat 4 ſhg 
continued daily in th tomple, andi ſerved God 
auth faſtings and prayers; night and day. 1 
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_ grace, and a:preſerver: of religion in the foul; 


meet their Lord, who is the author and dii 
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PE ONE SER 
3 n 


thete- am I la the midſt of them. TA 


courts. We are aſſured, chat che bleſſings - 


Rip oor oe ed] reprove 
thoſe, who ſtupidly neglect or impiouſly 

deride it, I ſhall endeavour! to ſet before you, 
firſt, the obligation to the duty, and ſecondly, 
the evils which ariſe from forſaking the 
eee 1": iti ei dad 
210 d 1639. | 
And Sale pablic- vorllap ü. 1s 3 
every. Chriſtian, as it is an ordinary means f 


For it is in the church, where Chriſtians 


penſer of every good gift, and whoſe grace is 
fufficient' to ſupply all their wants. The 
devout worſhippers under the law) went to 
the temple, aud: found the Godlof Ifrael there. 
Under the Goſpel the ſame privilege is to be 
eupedted - Where tw or three, ſays 


Chriſt, . ars gathered together in my natne, 


ſpirit O Lord, will diffuse its virtue among 
all hat-wait/ on ches. l will dee er 


tham beſole the æhrons del - Upon this | 


————— 
that 


chat the praiſes which we cordially, offery will 
which we hear with reverence; will be grafted: 
within us, and bring forth fruit. But- theſe: 
bleſſings we cannot expect to fibd, if we de 


It is allowed, E 
neceſſary alſo, and brings with it its reward. 


This cannot, however, ſuperſede; the public 


ordinances of religion: it ſuppoſes · the uſe of alh 


other means of grace, ſo far is it from abſqlv- 
ing us from any one chriſtian duty. But the 
true Chriſtian ſeeks not to be abſolvod. Ho 
wants no arguments to damp; his longings 


Lord's work. He has too deep a ſenſe of his 
own unprofitableneſs, not to breathe after ſtill 
higher attgininonts, Ile calls every mean to 
bin aid, to gain thenend of his high calling, 
nably animated with the glory o, the prize, 


Ho different is he, -who: refuſes. ta frequang 


not ſeek them, where the promiſes are.madeo 


after; God, or ſlacken his diliganse in he 


N HT 


— 


ptaſence, which fills this place with gladaels, 


"leſt 


 piſtereds be rejects it, whenit is offered, waths 
gut: price. He is — | 


for his fn, But he confines it, if he forrows - 
a ul, with his on breaſt Heis called 
tb-ſhew his gratitude, but his ſenſe of. divine 
merties i Nifled;} in dumb and ſilent ackndws = 
kedgments. By renouncing the public exer- 
olſes of religion, he foregoes the benefits 
dſulting ſtom em. By refuſing to pray in 
pbblie:he'ihus no juſt confidence that God 
wilt:hea him in private, or that bar pres 
Wade wilbattend him in ſolitude, into hieb 
he 18 inte t& come; and rejects the in vita. 
Gn. . So chat whatever theſe deſpiſers pre- 
tend befcle lane our Saviour may juſtiy iy 
6f the, asi of eke onbelzeviug Jews, ue 
will bot eome to me, that ye might have 
. . 5 quan vor off if yowe brodt 
445} rails erhrrid ot om gttarals; do LOTqaWia no 
© | BueForther,> piiblic worſhip 4s: not onlyia 
Gedi wy univerſal dae oben us fe 
and brew, and dbily Alle !us wich ungum- 


bettet and the” wore te Ve walsech en! ehat 


bee Sie fm ge, none! all rational eren - 


Pu w 4˙ 
fall. wi ay of thoſe, Who are dabtoꝶt u 
divine bounty;: and daily,toutitiue:t,760c40; 
it with in opein hand, yet will: not Open their 
moatliu to declare his fraiſe d MWiraobed 
men lo who add year: to year:ſuftained-by the 
hand of God, yet ,grotige him the tribuse of 
one ſin gie day. What can be more general 


than: che influerices of the henveng, and. he 


fruitfolnels of the earth? And ſhall we ienjopt 


them with inſenſibility, or pretend tit aol 


taty gratitude ? The very brute; cneaturess 


proviller, condemn. ſuab / ſordidu c vf mind 
On the contrary, the truo belie vet overſloua 
with gratitudey. ànd he eſtetms is his privi - 
loge, us well at His duty, to make his agkhows 
ledgments av public as he can, to declate cha 
eds. art: i mond rab ary ratted tefls 
Statt nnawtiord./ bartacib noch dh aeg 


be is x member of the: body df Chriſt: bound 
therefore, to tset his (fellowichriffians} 10 
ew his chriſtian · ful lowyitip i andʒꝭ his relation 
to Chriſt, his d. Our Lord himſeli erected 


this ſodiesty, ehe anνEZGall believers. to be 


deptired inte it, und inſtitutedd paſtors and 
3 teachers, 


whith teitif⸗ theit joy, hen ad by the grad = 


Nor does the. finzere:Oliriſtian borgpt, that 


4 


teachers, for the work. of the miniſtry, for 
tze edifying of the body of Chriſt: till we all 
come, in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
man, uhto the meafure of the ſtature of the 
fulneſs of Chriſt.“ Indeed, all. Chriſtians van · 
not now meet in the fame place, to join in the 
united: bands of worſhip This. tnuſt be reh 
ferved-for the church! triumphant; in the re- 
gions above. Nevertheleſs, we, than; truly 
communicate /-with-the catliolick . church. 
when we communicate with that part of ity 
wherein we live. Aud as there 15:0ge body 
and one ſpirit, even as e are callec im ane 
one baptiſm, one God, and Father af all! 
hoi above all, and through all, andan us 
all; ſo there is no room for ſchiſm, and / apa. 
ration, in this body. It lis by this communion, 
that believers derive from Chriſt the. fame 
graces with their diſperſed Aae theſe 


ordinances, and ighting upon B | 
gently ſeck them there. On che coritrary; 
by forſaking this communion, as we loſe all 
benefit from the miniſtry of the word, ſo we 
are ſeparated from the head, even Chriſt, from 
whom, the whole body," except thatiugwortby 

81511 3,53 | | part, 


part, c gtly joined together, and compaced by 
that which every joint ſupplietH,; according to 
the effectual working of the meaſure of every 
part, maketh increaſe of th body, to the 


this body we have, in our infaney. deen bap⸗ 
tized,, But this will be of no avail, if, ar- 
riying at the uſe of reaſon, we retract our 
engagements, and abide not in the vine, but 
are torn off from the living ſtock, and are caſt 
forth as unprofitable: and devoted branches 
Tue original privileges, to which we are en- 
1 r be ouy — 
—— attend to our obligations, 
or hearken' to the invitations: of our Lord. 
Nay, it will add to: our condernnation, that 
after we ate given and conſecrated to; God, 
dead, the ſpiritually dead, could fee the beauty 
of the Lord in bis houſe of prayer, and obey 
his affectionate voice, inviting, beſeeching, 
intreating them to riſe from fin; that ſo, being 
awakened from their ſieep of death, they 
might engraft their withered hearts on him, 
eee righteouſneſs! + 
16+ 11. Ik 193 Ales dig. Uh But, 


edifying of itſelf in love.“ It is, indeed, into 0 


ts ER Public ma | 
But, ſecondly, I ptooęed to ſhew/ the great 
5 — ariſing from forſaking the aſſembling 
mo together. Without a publie ac · 
vleqgen nt of Gad, We overlook, : the 
— ſtand into him. This is itſelf 
no little ſin. The ſoul of man is naturally 
debaſed with ſenſuality, and-acquirts anꝰοẽ = 
dreaſing attachment td thoſe: ie iii 
then it be. unchecked in its? tbareern by 
public and frequent memoriala of its duty t 
becomes more and more debaſed.. By b 
getting God man forgets his n depravityis 
he entertains lofty; epinions of hia/ vile cob dir 
tion; he prides himſelf in his - liteleheſes 
The powers: of the preſent world tate ipaſ⸗ 
Leſion; of him, and direct both his-pringiples 
and. practice, with uncontrouled authority 
When the neglect of public worſhip becomes | 
conſtant and habitual,: the conſciahees Of rags 
ſelves more regardleſs of the divide: com- 
mands, till having, by degrees, forgotten the 
remembrande of their duty, at leni they ure 
hardened in ignorante 3 theychnινW]]j]jat God. 
and profanely care nut ſor him. The reaſon 
is this— his ſeoret adtponitiors they ui r 
obey—his public calls they will not hear. 
| There- 


4 Public Worſhip. : 45 
Therefore, they ſay unto God, depart from 
us, . N e 
en 5d Elu Wied d S n fr õονů 
8 in thofiiw thai bam wy | 

, nr cms 
abroad. The example of every irteligious 
man, tends: to weaken the authority of the 


piles, within the compaſs of his ſphere. Thoſe 


_ attend divine worthip, will hardly be ſerious 
in making their houſehold more religious 
chan themfetves, Will they not rather en- 

courage their propenſity to negligence, and 

render the admonition of others without ef- 
ect? Their neighbourhood, their friendſhip, 
is contagious: others are ready to cateh the 
fn; mid: diſtribute it, in their tum. You, 

Fourſelves, may obſerve, that in thoſe un- 

happy Places, and even throughout this whole 

metropolis, here a multitude conſpire in 
| tſalting che chriſtian afſemblies, there other 

Ae are- ts ge Font are 

We net, — — — 

K Wort eee But, 


how 


„ du neh 
bow dreadful od be theſe evils, were All 
external regard of the Deity baniſhed from 
amongſt men? What barrier would be ſtrong 
enough for human wickedneſs, without the 
ſenſe of an all- ſeeing eye, or the Yread of an 
avenger? What faith could we expect in 
commerce, when there would be no conſci · 
ence of ſeeret frauds, and the moſt artful 
dealer would be the wiſeſt man? What de- 
pendence on oaths, when the falſe ſwearer 
would have nothing to raiſe his fears? What 
ſecurity could we have of property, and life 
itſelf, when Both would lie at the mercy 
of brutal appetite, or lawleſs power ? How | 
diſmal is this proſpect l and I am forced to 
add, that great muſt be the fault of thoſe, 


— ͤ—— . 


'' { „ 


n. ann 
wil it hs mocelfuy's to ke W bs | 


and fay, that public-irreligion-ſhews. that a 


man is aſhamed of the Goſpel of Chriſt; nay, 
of Chriſt himſelf? Some are ſo accuſtomed - 
that the very outw-ard garb of religion is too 
ſerious, and decent, for tbem. Others are 
afraid of the imapujutian af Amme and. 
n ſeldom — the Lord's OW 


| Who is he, of whom they are thus aſhamed : 


Pile mb —@ 
and diſregard, when they are there, both his 
word-and preſence. But let us reflect a little. 


It is one, who hath loved us even unto death, 
who continues his love, and exerts it on our 
behalf, who hath purchaſed pardon for ſinful 
ereatures, and calls them to accept it. Nay, 
he entreats, and all but compels, the unre- 
lenting to be reconciled to God. But whether 
they will hear, or whether they will forbear, 
the government is laid upon his ſhoulder, and 
he hath authority given him to be the judge 
of quick and dead. Be not aſhamed then to 
-own your Lord. Oh! dead this imputa- 
tion, leſt ye be confounded at the laſt, and 
Chtiſt ys en on n men and 


Ty | Bu, inks e eee 
de duly ſenſible of the great privilege of 
—_— your Lord, in this holy place, and 
take every opportunity of confirming, here, 
your union with. him, and with your bre- 
thren! Thoſe, who are confined. by fickneſs, 
or decrepit with age, can only long after the 
courts of the Lord, as I{raclites in a ſtrange 
land: but let bealth and vigour plead no ex- 
cuſe. It would/be well, if they, whom Pro- 
ul 13 | vidence 


f A penurious calling, would alſa, on the 
week. days, fil tbeir vacant ſeats, (hit, 
amongſt. other pious. uſes o the uncighteaus 
_ mamman,; by: s wiſe. ceconorhy, aut grateful 
attention, they may increaſe their ſpiratudl 
hleſſings alſo, in Chriſt Jeſus; aud, uthiſt 
enk, chey may attain a double- portion; of the 
divine: ſpirit, and lay up for: theinſelves u 
neee eee Ee, 

. eee eee blefied ſupper of the 


Lord. H yon ate fincore,. though you; are. 


x cak in the faith, and unſtable in the chriſtian 
Warfare, this 25 an effectual mam to reſtore 
and ſtrengthen you. If you are already ſtrong, 
you will long for every opportunity to renew 
your vows before ydur Lord, aud declare your 
affection towards hun, Come, then, into thi: 
courts of tlie Leard, not led by: form and 
cuſtom, or in order to preſerve your charafter 
-with men. Come not, here, with the: vain 


purpaſe of railing your accounts with heaven, 
or the defire of ſoothing your confeiences, by 
putting on the ſemblance of religion. Ob! 
-came-not to heat the preacher, with conceited 
SV At | criticiſms 


*Hticiſitis" vf Kb ini: wei ant erfing 
ti Much leſs cone, wth the wort, 
aud moſt deprived of all other motive; thut 
„ the ddArines füfted to a libeti- 
kids conſcrence, (like multitudes, Who hunt 
in crowd aer ant man printipies;) which 
d to relax your obligations, to hide your 
— your view, und mark u way to 
heaven, which exiſts only in à heated ima; 
gination- But come, with à defire to be in- 
ſtructed in the whole ordcles of God, to have 
your hearts directed; to be encouraged In the 
race that lies before you, and enabled to per». 
ſevere, through the divine mercy, in thoſe 
humble and pious duties, which are the crown 
of your faith, and eſſential to your acceptance 
with God. Thus, edifyed and enlivened, 
you will not be like children, toſſed to and 
fro with every blaſt of doctrine, ever learn- 
ing, aud never able to come to the know- 
ledge of the truth. But, as you have begun 
well, you will-go on, more and more, unto 
perfection. Whether you pray, you will 
pray with a ſenſe of your own unworthineſs, 
and faith in the divine promiſes; with united 
fervours, you will addreſs your Father, which 
is in heaven. Whether you hear, you will 
apply what your hear to yourſelves, as moſt. 
Vat. I. 88 concerned 


(© 


concerned, and intereſted in it. You will they 


- 


Public Worſhip. 


meet your Lord, as often as you can, a 
the affectionate acknowledgement. of Peter, 
Lord, to whom fhall we go? thou haſt 
the words of eternal life.” Thus actuated 
will, indeed, be to you the gate of heaven, 
here you will renew your praiſes, with vigour 


undecayed, and ſing in an univerſal chorus 
of joy, Blefling, and honour, and glory, 
and power, be unto Him, that ſitteth upon 
the throne, and to the Lantb, for ever and 
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THER SCIPLES, GOING 10 EMMAUS. 
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" dee ace e. * g 


BIG, "SAR io goneLiro ant . 


Ae eee, Did not our heart 

barn; uughin ur, , while be: talked with ws. by 
| dhe way, aud while be fv as e 
a 51 boris Pati 5 


is the reflectie on made oy two diſci- 
15 225 Yen to Hon be appeared 

Fo fame day AY, *« on Which "He roſe, in their 
journey 1 to e e F Ha Feaſbhed with 
them it of it 5 ſcript res, and” expounded. | 
unte them, th e "thit ings Löncerning Himſelf. 

Their eyes 1 ac Nee Kbiden, that is, re- 
ſtrained by a ſecret influence, that they did 
not know him. If he had ſpoken f in Ai oon 
character, and they bad known the much 


| loved voice of their Lord, their altoniſiment 6 


would, perbaps have 2 7 7 great for their 
e and taken 12 his diſcourſs 
E Rn | 4 0 {i to 


— ; 


\ 
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to him, who made it. But appearing as 2 
| ſtranger, . his I words ( operated by their own 
weight and energy; they entered into their 
hearts, and cauſed 2 glow it in their affections. 
Well might they have this effect; he could 
ſpeak of nothing tore interaſting, more per- 


ſuaſive. a 


Bude we nit ſopiect, it will be pro- 
per to obſerve, that the evidence of our Lord” 3 
refurre&tion, was the ſtronger fromthe ow. 
neſs and incredulity even of his on diſelples. 
Two of* 
riſen, though they had received the a 


of his being alive from the w 
angels,—thoy gh, he had SEK be in it in 


expreſs, Janguage, and the very end and com- 
pletion of his divine, "miſſic on depended upon | 


it, yet were, gverwhelmed 1 with ſadneſs , and 
could only lay,.**\ e truſted t pores it 71 2 been 
he, which {ould have redeemed Hr Urael, why + 


gave our. Lord the opportunity to open their 


underſtandings to take away their remaining 


prejudices, with reſpedt..; to the temporal king 
dom. of, Chriſt, and to ſhew them, from is 
ſerigtures, the evidence, both of his ſufferir N 5 


ang glory: when he Was after War 
. known of f bread; the Prock 


\ that 


2 


them, we find, the very dry he was 


9 
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17 the Me ah, fince he 8 f 


4 Was alive in, muſk ſtyike io for- 
f y ag their min 5, 35 to render them the 


doubted e N others. \ 

avis t 4 oh” , TY I > 2 1 

s be - 3618 l 
e are a valley bf rapics in this ines 


f jew, W D Which are worthy our ſerious conſi- 
deration. But 1 1 ſhall copfine tnyſelf, at pre- 
feng, t the honeſt and edifying confelfion in 
the, tent, Did not our heart burn 9 
us, while 15 talked with us by the Way, and 
e ee . | 
; kde ben we knw, is the ſeat of the e 
tive. The. affections are wropghit upon by 
objects, chat are ſuited, in their nature, to 
excite them, But of all the, cheſts that can 
intereſt man, religion ſurely i is the moſt awfyl 
and awakening, It would be ſo, had men 
\ 0 4 light, than. what their own, reaſon 
co rd them, But, when we conſider 
| the abundant ſources of knowledge, that are 
| opened by revelation, and that theſe relate to 
the nature, the duty, the end, and deſtination 
of man,—that the cauſe and conſequence of fin 
is laid open, — that his reſtoration is pointed 
out. — and his probation is big with important 
uryfWyorlds,—then, the admonition 
E 3 of 


- 


l Diets going * e. 


7; b pro ophet d Win appear Woll, juſt. a et 
ſonable, ear, 0 heavens, and [giv ive 7 05 
*earth; for the Lord hath" ſpok en i 
of the royal teacher, 0 ke. give S ih ine 
heart.” Every thing is great and affecting 
here. "Every call | is loud to the awakening 
ear.” Every 00d we enjoy,” ag every evil 
we experience, a are of tele ir portane ce „ When 
duly compared with the ill Naas good'we 
expect, wn the more pungebit Is we dread 


hereaftet, | de rt er 
1 7 250 Pl 4.19 27 321% 191! 19 711 Büscher 


But the —. — of Toy ſtriking as they 
are in themſelves, are made till | more Ifea- 
ing 'by the be on, throug h whom they are 
conveyed to Us. The Abe bold out to 
Us 388 granlf lah of rederptiori. This plan 
froth 95 inning, bore reference — a Re- 
deemer, "bag pointed out to us by'th ſeed of 
the woman, then the ſeed of Aa Aller- 
wards typified by the paſchal lamb, I pfoceſs 
of time, he was more clearly revealed, and his 
„ were foretold; he is deſcribed as a 

man of ſorrows and acquainted with grief, 

aer of God and afflicted, pouring out his 
ſoul unto death, numbered with the tranf- 
greſſors, and bearing the ſin af any. But 
then his ſoul Was not to be 0 in hell, nor 


bis 


The Djopteragoing "to Baihanc# = 5». 
nis fidſh"to ſee corruption,” He 4s further 
deſcribed as the Sen of God, e rneeg 
whoſe throne was to endure for ever 
King ef glory, the hope of the ends of 


in Christe atid the ſseming contradictions of 
a ffering and triurigtam Redeemer recon! 
dlled in Him, and In him only; mut ford 
raife the &eſporifirig. ad confirm the 
Nisrecveff bet we cotifdet” that 1 
this er par wad pr gar 
arrived at its complete acconiplificieſtant 
that the inſpired writets,” however diſtant I 
time, whether kings; or prieſts ) r 
all Conſpire; in ore tpirit of harmon 560 . 
pare the world for its apprdach, furely we 
miſt de ſtruck Wittf this ftomifhing düst) 
of che power, the vetaeity, the wiſdom, aid 
the Jove of God. - Whitever prejullices, ther. 
fore; che two diſeiples, mentioned in th text. 
might labbör' under; when they were 'thid = 
that the ſufferings were neoeſſary to His media- 
| torial glories, they could be uo Tonger fein- 
dahzed at thé eros. (They cou no lolifer 
expect the temporal ealtation of the jewiſu 
ſtate,” when he ſpiritual kingdom of the 
was proved to be the g ING 1 


Ic 


earth.. To find all theſe declarations fulfilled = 


„00 _ Lp Ay ei QId;1'Taſtay: 
ment 'Vnfgided, : will: have this very ſtrik , 
ipg effect. bow will the dovqut (diſciple 
be affords upon the view. of the fofs; 
frringsapd. glory of his Redeemen aRyally, 
4anplihed « Our ces af, naw. nalonges; 
holden, with. refed. to. the penn of. Chriſt, 
g know that jt js he, wha hath, redeemed, 
306 given himſelf a tanſom far the 
0 af Hen, Lord, What man, that 
thay Wu thus regard bing ! Whep we 
Mntemplgte ther, 38 ſurrounded with divine 
pries, hefpre the world was, wa are firuck - 
| dae enden er re enger 
thee, iu thy, gracious, wore, 25 bumbling thy») 

elf ta take cus. nature, ta raſcus vs fm 
min, ſinful as wg are, and xalt us to thine gyn 
Fingdam, then js our reyerence mixt with 
love. To hear thy love recorded, to trace. 
thee. in thy lovely paths, bleſpng thouſands 
with thy, glarious light, filling. the hungry, 
aud What is; me, repleniſhing the hungry 
ſaul, —ta heheld thy godlike actions gloathed 
with aeeknaks,. aud my example ſtill accoms 
ming, aud <qualiing-thy precepts ; if we 

ang tall capable of being won by mildneſ, 
by kinda, by Jowline6, by purity untival· 
* —— ſurely 1 | 

| Vv 


— A 
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. Chrid. what, ſores 
o ſympathy is there in the human hrpeſt. 
that is not laid open, Are we touched at ſuf · 


fering innocence ? ho Was ſo ſpotleſa as the 
Lamb of God i. Without guile hiwſelf, he 
beams the ſport; of malioe 3 breathing, gond 
will zo men, he raiſed the hatred of cen 
againſt him. Nor Nor content witly/revilingsy 
they demanded. his life. And when, this 
yiRtim/was brought, a8 a lamb to the laughs 
ter, though he was declared to he the? Son of = 
God,” he was treated with indignities, due 
only to the vileſt of the ſons of men. For- 
ſaken by his own; diſciples, the divine con- 
ſalations, that ſupported, him, ſeemed to be 
withdrawn, when, without guilt bimſelf, ha 
dus to gult. When, in this extremity, he 
ar his cruciſiers, they were untouched 
with remorſe; yet ſurely, could they but | 
have known the agoniee, which ho endured, 
_ alice itſelf muſt. have relented . Had they. 

hut known, that he wis dying far n 
13 they muſt have been touched with ſoch 
ſorrows, 


„ 7% Dßt pe gie 1s E t, 
forrows, and füch ben Bur we, my bre 
= do know this. We can purſue the foot · 
of a dying redeemer ; we are apprized 
2 thougti not of the depth of his 
e knew 2 wis neceſ- 
197 an God's Hecree ? afid chat diyine juſtice 
required x ranſom, equal to tlie offence againſt 
*. Suth' knowledge! duly improved, muſt 
A ds with aſtamfhrtetit, at the ſutpaſſing 
bve e'Chrift, c öndertdek to pay this 
AM? knd to dini the Vittereſt bp ef 
Sd wrath} Leſt- at ſhould de poured öti Gr 
$6i1ty"Helids. The proper ener dg oc pine 
tien föf dr Gin fins; chat had their [harte in 
tele woes; Nite the Negeemer fabld have - 
fuffe red fbr them; arid we thould die in ther. | 
40) nga 1 200 ei ion oh onto lrg 
Babes tie death ef Chrit"Ealls' forth the 
tears of penitence and fympathy; ſo his ref 
fection lays ſuch a ſure” foundation of höpe 
Within us, as diſpels the fers of a foreboding 
eonſcienet. Through ſin, came denth; all fin, 
aud ce quentiy all die. He, therefore, wha 
hed ſubdued the power of fin, by his death, 
cbœddgaim to "aſſert his triumphs over death 
ſet Well ehen may the Apoſtle ſay, 4G 
death, where is thy ting! O grave, wherg - 
1 8 The ſting of death is fin, 
N aud 


ee en 8 
d che firength n is . But 
A be to God, who giveth victory, 


through Jeſus Chtiſt our Lord.“ In this 
Fe ultation, will every true believer join, aid 
be afraid to deſcend into the grave, ſinee 
KA "kriows that his Redeemer lives, and that 
as. many as op in Jeſus, them will Goa 
bring wich niet tt. Sb e e bs 
D ll OWL $441 ab 20 | 

. Havidg foe - is miffion, opy hig 
e the dead, He eftablifficd alſb 
ainty of his future Pralle He then 
ore into his glory, and took pofſeffion of 
his medatorial throne, that, having putchaſe 
a kin dom by 1 his ſufferings, all who are the 
ſors * God, 50 2 with him, might 
be admitted i into it. Can we read its glories 
diſplayed, and as be ſtruck with an ardent 
deſire to receive a place in our father's man- 
ions, that it there were only a poſſibility of 
admifnen, we might obtait it? But When 
we kind 6urſelves invited there, furely we 
muſt be exceedingly affected with 8 
ſearchable riches of divine love. And ſhould 
we experience this love, ſhed abroad in 

our bearts, we cantiot then but look up 


N with. Joy, at and boner ere . 3 
The 


- 1 
- © 1 
3 


6% Des, Difipie deine tn Ruan 

{The religion of Chr it, then, is an XReri- 
meats] thing, fi I. * che he . 14 1 
yerugghe effegtions,,, Fm 9» you 2 


works pon, our; hopes andyifears, It. ga) 
forth gur Joves, our 3 5 vo, raiſe. 3 
praduges truſt, and confidence, in He in 


WNETCIFS,, — — cy grief 7 f the ae 
ed, it raiſes the deſponding, and, in the mid 


of darkneſs, affords a gleam of light. When | 
Fail, it forlakes vs. 81 in | 
ahe iti. le, . df # ſerenity. an 
a5gpug1us., Hut let us remember, that if we 
4Figiea.ungex its comforts, it. m with 
trembling ; jt, will hep * Ons the of 
our n. VNnity , pride, and {claſhnels. | The 
teaven of, gur e paſhons, and, Einatica] 
£ongcits, will rt Its beaut) „ and at! at Ei 
| Spe At TS bo WY = 55 S ; 


8 = 97195907 


10 Conſider, likewiſe, "he genuine, effect of a 
warm and, deyqted heart—obedjence to the 

will of God. For, can we be truly affected 
with the life of his bleſſed. Son, and not 
endesvour to cpY his example.?.; Can we 
dove bim, for the benefits he hath beſtowed 
upon us, and not manifeſt our love, by the 


beſt offering we can pay him, the ſervice gf 
our' r hearts ? How vain to pretend an attach- 


ment 


3 
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ment to our Lotd, and not regard his own 


detlaratious, ** Ye ate my ftiends, if ye do 
whatſoever I comthatid you,” and, & 8 


wich T fay my Tia" we plead” his wen 
befote the en of God, ald yet ihjuriouty 
make him the tnitiſter of fin ?' Or, can we 
expect to behold his glory, i in the hi gheft hea- 
vens, and not be prepared, by purity of heart; 
and holineſs of life, for the ſacred Joys of that 
N el ? 


* , by + 4% 
4 


| Front the Nenne ie we may learti; 
| that the truths of religion operate by theit 
own intrinſic weight. Our Saviour RAN 
to the two diſci ples, ot of the ſcriptures, the 
things nh. Hichſelf. Ele proved the 
necalfity'of his foffetings, and the certainty of 
his futute glory, from the Old Teſtament, and 
made their hearts burn within them. Bir, | 
ii the Goſpelſevery thing, relative 16 Yis dvi 
mino, ib already add cleatly opened.” V 
have the Key put into out 25 which e 
plains che tetdency, and uſe, of every preceduii | 
Ailpenſation. Though, therefore, we Uid ne 
hear his divine diſcourſe, we have before 0 
the ſubſtange of what he uttered. And N 
3s" chere amöugſt us, Utat 1s not deeply 
eauitely intcrtfted Wereln r If dye ate 1560 

it 


\ 4 


6 Yhe Diſciples going to Emm; . 
it is by the ranſom ood by Chriſt, and his 
interceſſion at the throne of mercy. If re- 
gardleſs of theſe truths, we depend upon our 
own ſtrength, or truſt to the broken reeds, of 
our own righteouſneſs, or diſown him for our 
Lord, aud boldly venture to appear before 
bim laden with guilt, then there remaineth 
no more facrifice for fin ;—then. judgment 
follows, and the divine vengeance, __ 
| STAY worker of iniquity. | il Leo 
Theſe things our Lord, as wel as the elt 
preachers of his goſpel, were content to repre- 
ſent in plain and weighty language... And 
ſhould there be any of you, my brethren, who 
require the aids of eloquence to ſet off theſe 
manifeſt truths.— if they cannot gain your 
attention, when not delivered with a pleagng 
voice, and attended, by nothing but their own 
importance, then ſhould your hearts burn 
within vou, when you hear them chus recom- 
mended, it is to be feared your warmth will 
be as tranſient, as the cauſe that gave it birth: 
and your tranſports will be as void of fub- 
ſtance, as the woes of a r or the FO" 
of ſome e tale. Br | N 


21 i 


D 


et for real ac, gre of _ to 


receive, 


— 


, 1 
$$ FU 
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enten to Emma. & 


xeceive, ang earngſtocs to imbjbe,. the truths 
of God. Then, by whoſoever erer del 
vered, they will not be in vain. Whether 
the word is read or preached, it will not be 
heard, with profane careleſſueſi, or wantgn 
inattention; the heart will not Wander, nar 
the fancy be diſguſted ; but, the good. ſeed will 
deſcend, into the heart, as into a kindly foil. 
No ravenous birds of prey will inſtan tly. take 
it away: no ſtoney ground will prevent its 
ſtriking deep: no cares, and pleaſures of this 
Ife, will grow up with it, and choke it : but, 
it will, take root downwards, and bring 
forth fruit unto: life eternal. This ſimplicity 
of. heart makes the true diſciple willing to 
receive the truth, as it is in Jeſus. He apphes 
the grand points of religion to bis -own ſoul, 
and ſeeks nothing further. He entertains no | 
Furious, reſearches, nor ſtrange doctrines, nor 
preſumes to determine diſputable points. He 
i modeſtly content, with plain maxims, and 
therefoxe... hunts after no food for religious 
| vanity, or ſelf-opinion. He deſires no more 
| knowledge than is fitting, aud waits, till the 
full. enlargement of his faculties, i in future 
Worlds, ſhall give him the glorious diſplay of 
| diving love, "when the depth that is now un- 
 fathomable' With be teyealed, and he will be 
x able 


| ® \ 


64 The Diſcipler going to Emma, = 
Able 10 foar to that height; i which is mo- 
read with darkneſs; If we keep theſe 
rules in view, feligious Miſcourſe Will be very 
uſeful! to animate the flow, änd "irlforth the 
ignorant,” Herein, we have dur $aviour's 
example before us. He re reproved the inatten- 
to of bis owt aitiphes? bot, at the fate 
time, lie opened their uuderſtundings, aud 
"warmed their hearts. Indeed, how can we 
better employ the gift of language, than upon 
the nobleſt of all fubje&s?. T0 ſpeak for 
God, is to uſe the faculty, Which God has 
given us, in the belt ttantier: T0 edify' one 
ahother, is the nobleſt act of charity. Though 
we have no ſilver, of gold, to give, e müß 
im part the ſuperior treaſures of a vein 
ed n oe and Hrictidly mind. A 
: BUT ©9115 mas) þ wit 
But, laſtly, let rng chen atmet 6b, W - 
brethren, not to be content merely to het 
theſe tfitths tepeated, but to read, mark, Warp 
digeſt them, that they may be eugratel "or 
your very lun, and feady to be exerted in 
the whole tenor and conduct of your lives. 
Then you will not only love the privileges, 
but the duties of your calling. Vo will | 
receive every declaration of your Lord With 
becoming feverence,—Yo o wi be attentive. 
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The Diſciples going 10 Emmaus. 65 
to the finer command of Chriſt, and be ſtu- 
dious not only of knowing, , but practiſing his 
moſt neglected precepts. Then will his words 


be, indeed, unto you the words of eternal life. 
And his religion, thus affectionately received, 


will become the great cordial of your lives, 
and your exultation at the hour of death. 


Vour meditation upon him will be ſweet, and b 


he will give you grace for grace. Whenever 
he calls, you will be ready, and be able to ſay, 
with heartfelt ſincerity, Whom, having not 
unſpeakable, and full of glory... 
* du e I ms eiii ed 7 
d bum, with the Father, and the Holy 
2228 all Hondur in glory aſcribed; now 
Wagen e ud il. 2 [ts g, ʒ ] 0 
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IN the primitive age, a wall as. ths fe 
Ten chere w dag, n their 
to believe in Chriſt, but Saen 15 
Goſpel into the nouriſhment of their o.] 
corruptions. Wherefore, St. John, after hav- 
ing repreſented Jeſus as the propitiation for 
our fins, ſhews us what is the real evidence of 
an intereſt in him. He that faith, I know 
him, and keepeth not his commandments, is 
a liar, and the truth is not in him. But 
whoſo keepeth his word, in him, verily, is the 
love of God perfected: hereby know we that 
we are in him.“ He then holds forth to be- 
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lovers che dxample ol Uhriſt, whoſe life was 
1 copy of his own. precepts, and enforces 
thern in the moſt edifying manner. « He 
chat Rüth He abideth in hien, ought himſelf | 
10 0 to ily ONGC OS. 9367 OFF 
n tes 
A t tan, As in ** pllowing ail 
courſe, firſt, endeavour to ſet before you the 
generat obligations you are under to follow 
the'cxatnfle of Chriſt; and ſecondly, ſpecify 
a ſeu/ particular virtues of his life, and flew 
| im hat 3 wy BEN to wine TM 
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el. And * e 6 
Chit" is 4 very powerful motive to recom 
mend it to us. It is no leſs than that of Go 
incurnate. Chriſt, who was the brighttiels - 
of' God's glory, and the expreſs image of his 
Perſon, took our nature upon him, that he ©, 


right dhe u u the perfoRtion of that nature, 
10 this, , may ſurvey the imitable perfeQions. 
of the Godhead paſſing before us, and veiling 
their glory, i in condeſcenſion to our imperfec- 

tions. Indeed, neither the natural attributes 
of God, ner che miraculous works of Chriſt, 
fall within the compaſs of oar power, or the 
limits of menen But che moral per- 
5 | FA 3 fections | 
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fections of both, weh re invited, PTY com · 
manded wt follow ). Be ye followers, — 
God, as dear children, and be ye 
even as your. Father, which is in ge 
perfect. And St, Peter enjoins us, as he 
that called you is holy, ſo be ye holy, in all 
manner of converſation.“ This, then, is 
our ſcope and glorious ambition, to aim at, 
though we can never attain, the ſumtnit of 
ſuch gracious perfections. An ambition this, 
that aſpires not after the renown, that attends 
on worldly" reputation, or the applauſe of a 
popular character, but contends for the higheſt 
excellency of our nature, and the happineſs 
of - becoming: hke the Son of God. It is 
founded, indeed, in poverty of ſpirit, and the 
peculiar virtues of the Goſpel of Chriſt ; but, 
it is deeply rooted in the heart, and claims an 
Aude with heaven. It is not ſubject to the 
injuries, nor is it regulated by the faſhions; of 
the time; and though diſcountenanced by the 
world, it will ſur vive it's ruin, mack be * 
ee bafors men and deere, Mo FRAN, - 
The 1 alÞy we boar: by Cbriſt, u 
7 Yer imdb to follow his example. He 
bath paid the price of our redemptior ;- and 
we on the moſt ſolemn manner, deyoted 
—— * to 


Cbriſ our Example. 69 
to his ſervice. We efll him Lord, and we 
fab: well. But this is a mere nominal pro- 
feſſion and we muſt have ſome other marks, 
before we can be ſuch as he will own. | The 
nature of his ſervice is ſpiritual; and he; 
who partakes of his ſpirit, is gradually 
brought to have the ſame mind that was in 
Chriſt: Jeſus. When the mind is proſelyted, 
great examples have great force, to bring the 
whole man to a conformity with them. This 
1s true, even in the children of this world. 
The followers of à court are ambitious to be 
lke their prince. The heathens; who wor- 
ſhipped gods of the ſame paſſions with them- 


ſelves, imitated their vices, and their crimes. 


The followers of Mahomet follow his temper 
and diſpoſition alſo : hypocriſy, jealouſy and 
luſt, bigotry and fanaticiſm, a thirſt of domi- 

nion, and. the ' {word of ' vengeance, attend 
them, wherever they prevail. Nay, all the 
children of Satan are conſiſtent with themq- 
ſelves, and the works of their father they 
will do. Shall Chriſtians, then, pay leſs re- 


gard to the character of Jeſus, who pretend 


to be the members of his body, and the ſol · 
diers, who contend in his warfare : The 
will not, if they are worthy. of his names 
mas bebe: Tamas == 
a6) 3 F 3 Fen ; "O98 
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8 They will learn of him, For it will be their 
ambition to geſemble him; they will follow 

bim, though with unequal ſteps: andhns by 
his great redemption, he hath acquired a right 

to their ſervices, both love and duty will 

- wapel . to imitate ere _ ate 
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very nature of it, wore à peculiar aſpect to- 
Wards man. His virtues were applicable to 
every condition; and whilſt he ſeemed ſtu- 
dious to diſaharge every common duty, it 
was, that he might fulfil all righteouſneſs. 
And had he given no-precept to his followers, \ 
his example ſpake, and {till ſpeaks, in ſilent, 
_ © Fet, perſuaſive, language, Go, and do thou 
Ukewiſe. Thus,“ he was the true liglit, 
Which lighteth every man, that cometh into 

the world.“ And we are, by the divine ap- 


* peintment, predeſtinated to be conformed 


to his image, that he might be the ſirſt · born 
among many brethren,” Where, then, in 
the man that bears his name, who can poſs 
ſibly imagine he has no concern in this ? Is it 
paoſſible, that we ſhould read his hiſtory, us ix 

it bare no felation to us, or merely to admire 

thoſe virtues, which we will not imitate ? 
5 ws . 8 ? | Or, 
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Or, which. 1s ſtill, more to be lamented, hal 
e behold, . With indifference, the ſplendor 
of bis virtues, at throw. che. veil of forgetful 
neſß over them? Tbes, indeed, we loſe our 
guide, aud our direQor. Content with our 
ignorance, or taking refuge in ſelf· conceit, 
our light. is, indeed, darkneſs, and that dark- 
5 is great, and verꝝ criminal, and leads its 
deluded e the Ns h * 
ſhadow of dea rg & Main nnz 


e farthew, &.0 was for the fake of. us 
miſerable finners that Chriſt, came into, the 
world, and became ſubject to all its ſarrows 
For ys, he. lived, for us he bled, for us he 
died. What then ſhall we do for him? Alas 
All we have, we owe to his atonement, ;and - - 
Happy are we, that, through him, we have 
found a ranſom. But are we, then, to lie 
- without, a rule 2, Shall the redeemed of the 

Lord convert his grace into the inſtrument” * 
al fin? God forbid. this is the mark of thoſe, 
who are rebellious and ungrateful. Thus 

© hardened, through, their own depravity, they . * 
ke ng form, nor comelineſs in, the life of 
2 receive N impreſſion from bs 
example; ., Whereas, .the, faithful Chriſtian, - 


_ Qneyaglaned With, * and deſirous to 
bedr 5 expreſs . 


7 c e, Ball. 
expreſs it, freely and lady conforms to his 

divine en For love naturally begets 
| imitation, andd ſpiritual Joye furpaſſes all other 
in this, that its object is altogether lovely, 
being no other than Jefus Chriſt, the pattern 
of all excellency, the manifeſtation ef deine 
mercy.” How ſtrong, therefore, muſt be that 
| love, which is thus impelled by Pallet 
and how ſucceſsful muſt be 1 r rs to 
| * ſo bleſt a en „ehe, 


. * 
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The Chriſlan, 0 10 this Roadie "wy N 
vantage, that, as his end is incomparably the 
beſt, ſo the way that he has choſen, is the 
moſt perfect and ſecure. Though the road 
to heaven be a pilgrimage, and the pak 


Wich he travels beſet with danger, be has 


the light of Obriſt to direct him, and his 
ſteps to guide him in it: and whilſt he fol 
lows theſe, he ſhall not- walk in darkneſs, 
but thall have the "light of life. Cbriſt, 
though he appeared in our nature, derived rio 
congation from it; though tempted as . 
are, yet he was without fin. Following him, 
therefore, We- have no ſolicitude about the 
perfectipn of our pattern, all our c , 
employed about our own faithful imitation of 

it. "Should wo: eee to kei out 
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ſhould we go aſtray, his example wins vs, 
and calls us Back. Should we be ſurrounded 


not where to lay his head.” Should we 
ſuffer the calamities of human life,” we re- 
member him, that was made perfect by ſuf 
fering. And whilſt we perſevere, in the road 
eee weer this will be 
our great encouragement, though I walk 
through the valley of the ſhadow of death, I 
will fear no evil;“ we ſhall at length reſt 
| with him, and that reſt will be Serious 
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virtues of our Saviour's life, and thew, in 


And though it may be difficult to ſelect, 
— ſuch a conſtellation of graces, it will be 
acknowledged, that none ſhine brighter than 
his piety and devotion. At the ſtated times 
he appeared in the temple, though its ſer- 
vice was now ſoon to give way to a puret 
worſhip. Often did he retire from the u 
titude, and _ whole nights i in prayer, and 
This beloved of his Father 
Wes yet 3 — though le- 
„e 8 5 


with difficulties, we remember him, that . had 


_ manner they ſhould influence our prac- 


, 
him, 
* -» 
, 
. 
% * 
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him. Whatever petition be offered for "TY 
ſelf, was yet offered in ſubmiſlion - to bis 
Father's will. Here, then, is a leſſon to every 
member of the church of Chriſt, to pay the 
ſame regard to a more perfect worſhip, as he 
did. to a mere introductory diſpenſation; and 
|  Mickednaſs, of theſes who, through ſloth, 
weir attendange-0n the public ſervice. 1: Here 
is, alſo, a loud call to us to neglect no appory 
tunities for ſolitary devotion: out own imper- 
fectious require it of us; our, daily offences | 
demand daily, and ſecret, acts of ye 
ſince he, Who offended not, hath. ſet us the 
example of | en and continuance in 
— oO 5 908 F 4: hlt 119 YO1161r1- . 147 
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c Wbt ale 0 did Chriſt e 
the. glory of God, i in promoting his kingdom, 
and; reproving its oppoſers] With what in- 
dignation did he ſcourge the traffickers of the 
carth out of the temple, who had changed 
the houſe of prayer into a den of thieves,” 
This ſhould æindle, in every ſincere follower | 
of Chriſt, anf abhorrence of preſumptuous 
fits ; When they hear his name profaned, and 


his worſhip vilifyeds: e notorious | 
t | offences | 


dente, Example os - 
offences have no claim to lenity, but ſhould 


a6counts; Nor, if weiregard-the hondur of 
out Lord, ſhall we be content with reproving 
Ki only; but we ſhall encourage the willing, 
camfort. the feeble- minded, and: recommend 
the mild and peculiar virtues, which are cf 
ſential to our calling, and ſhew our advance · 
ment in true religion. The one we ſhall do, 
in oppoſition to the {corner ; the other, to the 
arrogant pretendet, ann 
wryy 1% it! as IVC 
bee ee u Led immenses 
| bis baer which juſtly claims our imit 
Need I mention particular inſtances ? 
All 5 dene of hi libr ar ſo many evi- 
dences of it. It was love to man, which 


him — * and forſook him not 
reconciled: to God, and extended its falutary 
influence to all the faithful, from the begin- 
ning, to the end of time. During his abode 
amongſt us, his yoice was the voice of kind- 
neſs ; and his power Was exerted in behalf of 
every object of pity. He gave what he had 
$0«niſery, and forgave the moſt atrocious 


8 | : | offences . 


be treated with greater ſeverity, on that very 55 


brought him into this world: love ſupported 


— 


76 
offences againſt himſelf. This very h | 
my brethren, is the ſpirit to which we are 
called. Though our love muſt fall infinitely 
ſhort of his, in its glorious effects, yet love 
muſt ſtill govern both our affections and our 
actions, or we cannot belong to him. If he 
| fo. loved us, we ought alſo to love one ano- 
ther. What then ſhall we ſay of thoſe, who 
are ſo loſt to the ſenſe of his tranſeendant 
love, that wrath, ſtrife, ſeditions, and every 
ſpecies of malignity, ſtill keep poſſeſſion of 
their hearts, and prove that they are the very - 
DER children of Baton, and not the _ 
MS 105 F254) 1 14, TO JIE: 
3 I” 

But farther, ch Cece — 7 
of Chriſt will be of great uſe, to wean us 
from ſenſual indulgences. You all know 
the labours of his life, and that he ſought no 
relief from the work, which his Father gave 
him to do. A man of ſorrows, and ac - 
quainted with grief, he received no allevia · 
tion from the comforts of the world. He 
ſilently trod the path of ſuffering: and, 
though he faſted, and afflited his ſoul, it w] 
for no ſin of his, but for our ſakes, that he 
became an illuſtrious example of ſelſ.denial. 
* poſſibly 1 

2 | to 


to him, . da to pleaſure, 
and ſelf- indulgence ? He bimſelf hathitaught 
us another leſſon. If any man will come 
after me, let bim deny himſelf, and take up 
his croſs, and follow me.“ Behold then, O 
Chriſtian ! the terms, on which you have put 
on your armour. Chriſt calls you after him, 
but hie calls you to outward and inward con- 
. its; nor does he give ybu the crown of life, 
till he has' marked you for a faithful and la 
e eee Yb AI Suiten! r. 
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Wes ior — is ano 
ther of his, virtues, which we are bound to 


imitate, but cannot equal. The glory which 
he had with the Father was before the worids, 
but when! be appeared amongſt us, he was 
witliout forth, or comelineſs, and condeſcended 
to the loweſt offices of kindneſs. This, too, 
was for our fakes, Learn of me,“ ſays he, 
c for Lam meek, and lowly of heart, and ye 
mall find reſt to your fouls,” If the Lord 
waſh- the feet of his diſciples, the diſeiples 
ought to waſh one another's feet. Nothing 
can be more reaſonable than this. For ſhall 
the Son of God humble himſelf ? and ſhall . 
man be 'Elated with pride? Shall Jeſus veil 
; 67 e ö aſſume 


to walk, even as he walked.” 


} 


5” cee, Branjla 
aſſyme pere tions, which: ate not his o 
Shall the Lord of the creation make poverty 
bis choice ? and ſhall man. glory in [riches 
and eſtrem them ſubiſtantial goods? There is 

nd view, in which pride appears ſd truly un- 
reaſonable, as in that glaſs; from which is be- 
flected the humility of Chriſt. So that man 
has nothing left to glory in ane 
this is ſuffieient for hin-. Rin 
40 bie 0920 2 een of 47 1 

- Laſtly, examine Py yourſelves, 'my-bres - 
thren, whether the rule, which you have 
followed, has been the perfect rule of Chriſt, 

Fr, the word of God is expreſs,” 4 He thut 
Gath he abideth in him, ought himſtlf alſb ſo 
Here, then; 

is no rom for ſelf· opinion, or the ſophiſtry of 
a daluded mind. The world has, indeed; 
eſtabliſhed a ſyſtern of morals, but the ſublime 
virtues; and the finer duties, are generally 
omitted in that code. If, then, your guide 
be imperfect, you may attain, perhaps,” repu · 
tation analy men, but you will fail of the 
end a conformity to the will of God. Even 
your faith in Chriſt will be of no avail, but 
a8 it ſtirs you up to an imitation of bim. 
Your. truſt in his righteouſneſs will be un- 
fuppotted, unleſs that righteous mind be in 


wus in Him. Nor ſhbuld 5 
truſt to a future conformity, or late repetits 
ance, fince the life which you now live, is 
the living. evidence and trial of your faith, 
and will: probably determine, whether Ow 
n eee en 
(973M Jud ; nh To ao fob 2103 3:4 7 
7 - Myibrethion, — nih Exon 
| gauged! ib this ark. your hearts will either be 
divided, or enflaved. © If vou are occupied in 
the ſervice of mother maſter,” the example of = 
Chrift/ wil have no other" effect upon you; | 
but to veprench you. Confider,” then, the 
choiet qu, have made, before it be too late 
ds return: Here is à rod, troden by ulti- 
e668; paved with eafe;'! and attended bß 
pleaſuleꝭ bùt ſere Wed, by the tempter; wi 
vanity and lies, and ending in the regions of 
deſpair. und Wo And hefe is a path} led 
dy your great leader, bleſt by his example, 
ſupported by his grace, and which will bring 
you ſafe to the manſions of bliſs. Surely you 


cannot heſitate a moment, which of theſe 


you ſhall prefer. Riſe, then, in the ſtrength 
of God; put on your ſpiritual armour; and 


enquire where are the footſteps of your be- 
loved. Lay aſide every weight, and the fin, 
Which doth ſo eaſily beſet you, that ye may 


4 a 
1 run, 
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Many of you, doubtleſs, are reſolyed, _ 
have made. the beſt choice, and ſet your faces 
towards heaven. Truſt not yourſelves, then, 
without the direction of Chriſt; but, in every 
ſtep, aſk counſel of him, and loſe not fight of 

his chearing light. Though you walk through 
the. valley, of tears, his conſolations will be 
preſent With you: and ſhould you be ſur- 
rounded, with dangers, take courage, he will 
ſupport: you - Safe under his protection, and 
drawn with the bands of everlaſting love, he 
V your's, and you are his. And as many gs 
walk according to this rule, peace ba on them, 
| and e ARA upon the Iſrael of G 
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gu that they who ar moſt #verſ®'to it, have 
no reuſdti +6 cp ef its efficacy on he 
peace und happiuels- of tht work.” Wbut⸗ 
ever act maler and" revenge Aſturd the | 
Ms e de Cy Ar d Ed | B 


muſt be itnputed etttitely to the perferſebeſs = | 
of eam rae” For the goſpel ef Chiift i: 
ſo Hat froh e "the deing evil he 
it dileve even the" wenig it, and com- = 


matids te” cletnorons this of | malice "into =» HB 
barney and MHetice”! Amongſt. Chitrftians, 
therefore, peace and mildnefs reign: 'thooph 14s. = 
th live among lions, they retain the mee of 

2 lambs; "not pejing e inhlty with __ a 
Vol. I. 1 * G another, | al ; 
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82  Clriflion Forgiveneſs. DER Re” 
another, but ſtriving to win their very ene- 
mies, by Kg 7 7 diſcipline of their own - 
affections. TN 9 2 10 Th 3K '# | 


W where 3 not i mercy, 
it allows the penalties of juſtice. I allows 


of ſelf-defence, leſt the wicked ſhould ſeize 
upon the heritage of God. Nor does it 
teſtrain men from applying to lawful judges, 
to heal the wrongs of imjuſtice, and eſtabliſh 
right, where it is LY abend on 


But the religion of Chuift forbids al private 
revenge, and the enmity of the heart. In 
great injuries, it diſcountenances all malicious 
dtoſecutions; in ſmaller, the avenging them 
at all. Should the tranſgreſſor ſay, I repent, 
it inculcates pardon: towards the impenitent, 
it calls for charity. It admits of no ſeverity, 
except where mercy would be cruelty. It 
allows of no exaction upon human infirmi- 
ties, no taking the advantage of human indi- 
gence. Every man, from man may juſtiy 
claim forgiveneſs: but the relenting toner, 
„the flight offender, the weak brother, the 
| indigent 1 haye a peculiar and univerſal 
claim. 6 voc ©2017 9460s 5711 voll: 
N a 0 Pali cou 5 nel 1 ſhall 
e907 3 4 I 40 | 
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©4 hall therefore; in the . A 
firſt, endeavour to ſet before*you'the'reaſows: 
ableneſs, and neceſſity, of this duty of forgive- 
_ ties fand; ſebondly, theiprivilege annexed to 
1. Forgwe, and ye ſhall 4 eng 0 
WO D h lotion: Sy: oh e214 en 
ud, frſt let us eonſider awe are all 
debtors to the Almighty; through fit; that; 
though etestutes, We Rave not had the diſ- 
poſition of creatures before hint; that we 
Have forgotteti him; times without number; 
that, when We We renieitibered” him, we 
Have fihnied agaitſt eenviction; that we have 
Suſed his merey, Uathplecd upon his forbear - 
auoe ! and increaſe@ the Teore by "multiplied 
tratiſſreflions.” "Notwithſtanding "this, man 
hopes to be forgive. H. Not dy ſtri& 
juſtice, but by mercy! Shall he then requite 
ſtrict juſtice from bis fellb w ereatures? No; 
let him fie to others thit compaſſion; which 
be ſtands ſo much in need of himſelf. The 
evil ſervant“ in the * goſpel ftands ſelf. con- 
demned, in that he had ho ſoonet received a 
generous itiſtance of forgiveneſs, than he 
hardened his heart againſt his felow-lervane. 
But this ſer unt was æatod fo by the'common 
Lord paige # 2 bis dauſe was avenged by. 
em 82 rod With- 
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84 Glen name, ' 
mercy: fiom the other, which 
he. would not hen. 53} 07 writ bas gf a? 
_ ,->viquet 1 wob eich to 4h Toon i lob 
| This, then, is the;proper effet ö, which the 
example, of the divine Mercy ſbould have; 
upon us, —** Be ye merciful, even as your 
Father, . Which is in heaven, is mereiful. 
That blefings; are multiplied. upon the ups, 
worthy's that finpers, are bote, wath much 
lepgſyffering.;; that rebels are invited, and, 
received to paragns. alli this is gwing. to free 
ang unmerted 'MEFF+ „And. Whencwer the 
foul of man: is awakened 40 a ſenſe: of 3þis 
mercy, ibis ruck with the 
of its ſoveteign author. AImmediatel y. a defire = 
is formed co ſtudy, ĩto veſomblance, ang it will 
chen bo our delight, and joy, to new mercꝝ to 
our &&loweereatures”. Wedhall then gekn R 
ledge His cafe and provideneo Qvor all, nd 
oo hae With. it. Whereas, if men ate blind 
to the divine goadnels, they ſce nothing; bur 
Sloomimęſs in mhesnſalxęs o apd. an; he. whole 
creation. The ul, WhO has no hope, en- 
Len voum to avanga his miſery upon the te- 
tures of God. And. they, who! icoitpte him, 
a8 they haue defiroyed their owni peace,: iO 
. ods: extend the: * 
; . we Ph dde.,) dne 
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his love; he opti the iy 
nisten. THE mifables he 'ply- 


<nly the al of His thilion, thr che detto 
fütiens Gf His love. That ge. Wy e 
ſpirtt, which ke taught, one 


Wietcdes, ekt ſpufded at ir Bounty aud 
Yibught um #6: harerbf. . Father, forgive 
enn er they kuh not wat W. dd, 55 Wd 
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46 he pretiſtd t. " Bbfbre We woke 
Korte, whilft he Awelt among ts; were hot 
A" in all 


N ation, and feebed even thoſe" obdurate 


Hers,” Crit ed fer us. Shunt cue Lord gt 
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Chrifion Fessel. oF 
vers: the ſpirit of cha golpol ſparks 
che e language with the exataplenoß its 
author. For, indeed, if Chriſt be formed in 
ent. Will will be the ſarag with; biggour 
to him ill he feen am ous love to he. 
*Chriſt, as he unites, us te hümſelf, ſu 49; Se 
another. But ſinoe alla Chriſtians have gj 
the chriſtiap ſpirit.; ſince thenbeſt are com- 
paſſed wird infirmitiey, charity; and qgrgine- 
neßoheconne requilite_ duties, 40 preſeryo the 
unitxg of the, ſpray} in- the bond, of; zeacs. 
Theis gracęs of, che galpel thæ true believer 
Fab be without i they are.congeaugl;tor his 
ſpul, and ,declarg from whenge he r 
his renewed diſpoftion, Endued with theſe, 
his prayers are winged with a divine feryou⁰r, 
and carry ,iptgreefſions for friends, for ene- 
Jpies,,j for. all When, he, partakgs. in the 
Lord's ſupper, they, bauiſh, every: contraQed | 
thought, and expand. his, ſoul to ſome reſem- 
blance of that love, he there. commengorates. 
. r . — . body; of, Chriſt, A 
3 or e ro rf 
FE of majice,, 3 
| briſtian lo 8589 8 8. 1 | 
efore duties, W ; 5 
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and if they are practiſed, out PMN regard to 
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„ eee, of 
Cbriſt, he will eſteem them as done to him, 
ſinoe they are done to tlioſe, l be cally 
His brethren, © © © dense aa 14763 911 | 


* 03 ra 63. ums gt fire 


The forgivenels of cited big 


pt 

for the Son of God to teach. Bcheyolencz 
was beſore confined within a narrow compaſs. 
The phildſophers, indeed, whoſe notiotis weft 
the moſt reſined, affected to diffegard in- 
ries,” and called in the ad pf pride zud inten- 
fibility,” to enable chech to do it. The Chr, 
tian religion ineulestes the duty otr the pri! 
eiple of meckneſß, and divine faith. Our 
convetſation is in heaven; ſays St. Paul. Let 

thoſe, then, who have never been etilight- 
ened, Who have no intereſt in the divine pro- 
miſes, nor taſted that the Lord is grbeibus, 
Cheriſh and ſatisfy, if they can, tlie revenge 
and ambition of their fouls.” The true ſpirit 

of the goſpel ſoftens the men of ſavage minds; 
endued with this, the wolf ſhall "dwelt with 
the lamb, and the leopard ſhall lie down with 
the kid. This viſibly/appeared-i the-diſpo. 
| tion of the firſt di and will Rill appear 

in! = A e erent _ m_ 
to be. 01. „er { SAS 


* N11. is 5 Oey 40.0 1 bs cab: 2 bo 4a - 4 4 | , ; 


N s 84 


KI — | 
Happy And beniga Girit, that fills every 


| due believer, aud, makes him a. bleſſing on 
the earth! So amiable is its tendency, 


it muſt appear beautiful to the eye of eve 
diſcerning mind, aud be approved even: b 
thoſe, ho cannot feel it- It is this ſpir 
| which. apperts that peacos, whigh-rem 
emangſt meu; and, if all were gftuated by 
this, loyely, temper, the kingdom of Chr 
wauld he truly come. Charity. would then 
ſhipe forth in all its beauty, fnce chere would 
be nohing to impeds its. beaming. luſtre, .nmd 
che extent of it would be,upbgunded, and. uni 
verſa. Happineſ Would de, the..copfant 
attendant of triunphant virtue, in this life, 
and the. image af future glory. in the lit 
me. But whateyer. are the aims and pur · 
ſoitz g coptentiovs mortalg, the true followes 
of Chriſt transfers into his awn mind 3 po- 
gh that peace, which dwells, in heaven. 
And 35. no malignant ſpirit durſt approach that 
Hsu places, no tumults can rezeb it. 9 
violenge diſturg id, ſo it has the privileg 
bs5s f fortifying its poſſaſſos agrinſt the; out 
_ Fag593 paſfons , others, and enables him io 
abe eee good by: he is called ta. V jc na 
nanimity and perſeverance. And though it 
Y inſufficient to calm all the ſtarms of life, | 
Ne 72 ; 10 2 yet. 


ait Fergiveng)h, 35 
yot it carries him Een ee d 
rougheſt and moſt dangerous paſſage, till bs 
Nene TO 
Nd do. d wen logo made nds art Pur * 
But, ſecondly, I ee e neee 
reward anvexcd) by our eee duc. 15 
Forgive, ahd 30: ſhall be fbrgwwen. 1 There 
i ſanething in, the) patare of, forgiven, 
which implies mercy ; hut mercy excludes 
weit zit excludes, boating ; and therefore 
the promile.is to. be taken in coptftence with 
the whole: plan of: zedemption, - which is 
founded in merey. However, this is: the ap» 
pointed condition af aur forgivenels, without 
which, we have. no, geaſon to aper iy mor 
indeed are capable; of remei wing it. Our 
| Bleſſed Lord, Knowing the diſpuſition of man. 
to claim what he has no right to expert, l 
particular fireſs upom it, liſt any | fhovld. 
deceive themſolves with groundleſi hopes ang 
freeman of falvation. « When ye ſtand praying, 
fargwe,\afcyo have: ought againſt any; that 
_ your Father alfo, which is in heaven, may 
forgive you your. trefpaſles,: But if you-;d6 
not forgive, neither will your Father, which 
is in- heaven, forgive! yu traſpniſſes. Since 
ue tre, nn obnetzious to. te EN 
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- This, then, is the proper evidence of our 
faith; and our intereſt i his dove that in Neu 
of the immmenſe debt he hath? given us, we 
Freely remit; for his ſake, the offenees of our 
fellow - creatures. And, ſarely;a lumitious evi- 
dence it is; fince'we' hereby teſtify our love 
to Godʒ by ſubtnitting to his Will and our love 
to our fellowrereatureb, by ſhewing it, not 
only to thoſe, who return our kindneſs, but 
to the injurious, and to enemies. It thews the 
ſubjection of ſelf, in overcoming the repug · 
nancies of {ſelfiſh nature, and a victory over 
dur paſſions, in ſilencing the moſt clamorous— 
revenge. It enlarges our charity to its utmoſt | 
extent, and makes us: like unto God, in a 
ground of every paſſive, nay, of every active 
virtue: and the religion of Chriſt becomes, 
what it t ought t to ny * e erer 


pp iner usg that, upon a | 
eſpecially. by ſuch benevolent means as theſe, 
we ſecure our bliſsful inheritance, But after 


all 


* gr 
| all g ant fies Gabber raiſtl lech ber 
gnabling us 30 forgive, and rewardiug us for 
il. For if, through his ſpinit, we are endued 
With the grace, we may eſteem it a cortain 
pledge, that, through his, merits, we. ſhall 


rail and ãmperfect as we are, can forgive 
gthers, what may. Me not hope from God, 


the author af every good gift, and the liberal | 
theflower, of all bappineks ?,, Vet, what, but 


infinite goodneſs: would, recompence the, ine- 
Auslipy of ſugh, diſproportionate, lou? We 
forgives at dhe moſt; a few tawporal illa. per- 


haps only a diſparaging word, or an i 
affront. Whereas, in God's book, there is 


ohr Maker, the gorruption of our appetites, 
ingratitnde ta that provadence that ſuſtains 
Blas: the.apoſtacy, of our whole nature from an 


Adufinite good.. How can we; ſufficientiy ad- 


Mire the inexhauſtible compaſſion of our hea- 
venly Father, Who, upon our forgiving our 
brethren their comparatively; ſmall offences, 
grants, through ghe., merits. and, interceſſion 
of Clxiſt,.a free pardap.of our manifgld trank- 


us, from the eyils of life, to look forward to 


Lu inheritance, and from the U-uſage we 
anmw meet 


gegeive the-zeward to. And. indeed, if we, 


:blotted, out: the .xobellion, of our wills againſt | 


Freſſions ? A happy occaſion, is hereby afforded. 


E erte Ns. k 
wieet! with; fans bus Nelli Erélteret; to hey 
#! firmer hold upen the dwine metey; ufd 
ſtrongthen our inteneſt in the Redeemer; Oli, 
then What pry ig i that feverige mould be 
ſo Feet to the Alördered ypotits, —.— 
rivs us of tho gteateſt of bleſſings," 
Feeoheilition® with our heaven! Pai 
IWhar ineurable pervefſendfs* dots” it Thew, 
| at heaven ſhould dr © 40Hblel 0 thr 
eyes that we will not — lined finful 
affe ions, in order to attain it but 'triadly 
thow' the previous pearl away; che lo of 
Which, the whole world is unable tu com- 
\penfate 4: ' % 4% OI Nigga Ano b 
4 l ec bod ni ert J nein 
Do ych, then, my brothien, ad my e P yo 
a5 are diſpoſed for chtiſtiatt virtue; Keep the 
gloflous things ef flvation in your view; chat 
yo thay riſe ee hel Sb feructichs of 
ibis vin world: ' That you! may de abt 
run with patience the race that is fer 'befbte 
vou, lock unte Jeſes, who now enjoy the 
reward of his laboute, whom no imurlen br 
perſseutious oo deter frog be 
bitter cup. The fine” cup id appointed for 
y6u't6 drink, that yo may! n THF | 
his image. © Should your” coniflifts' be reit, 
the fans Jeſus it hand to ſopport you; an, 


when 


when; aboy are ended, he is ready wo ct,,ẽęi 
your, ſouls. | Yet 2 little while, and he. that 
| ſhalt donne, will vom, and will not tr. 
And then the. malice af avil men, thought 
ſhould not be qxtinguiſſtod. will laſe: ita power: 
to hurt vou. Vo patiear e, ba viug bad: its 
perfect trial. will be 'crowned;and your poverty! 
of | ſpirit will de made rich indeed. Saints 
and angels will then be your companians and 
friends, amidſt whoſe bleſt fociety love will 
reigh, and increaſe” ench other's: bliſs, bythe 
em Reggie a > 34 
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holy and beloved). bowels of merby, kin 
neſs, humbleneſs of mind, meekneſs, long- 
fuffering; forbearing one another, and for- 
Swing one another, if any men have a quatre 
againſt my. even 26 forgave jau, ſe 
alſo do ye.” Let not Satan, by inſpiring you 

with the fame ſpirit, by which he fell, beguile 

you to fall like him: Let not the world, by 
finful cuſtoms,” by falſe principles of honour, 
pervert you from truly honourable and chriſ- 
tian heroiſm, Let not your enemies riſe up 
againſt you, by pleading that you returned 
evil for evil, and became like them. But 
commit your * to the * of 
2 | 
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all, who-will-ſhortly take the matter into Bie 
hand, and recompenſe both good and evil, 
Vengeance id mine, I Will repay, faith the! 
Lord. Therefore if thine enemy hunger, 
feed him; if he thirſt; give him drink: for! - 
in ſo doing, thou ſhalt heap coals'of fire n 
his: bead. Finally, brethren, have peace 
with all mien; and the God of peace ſhall be 

5 72 eee 0 1; | Ele e bi 
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e 5 him with all your' 
bart, and all your. ſoul, and that he may 
dwell with you for ever, may God of his 
OE: x "own r n omar ma 

30 Adert: „Le: 7 10 las 1 

75 . with, Ai Pings 1 the Holy 
Gboh, be all praiſe, majefſiy, and rere ere 
aſcribed, uc e ee e rte is 
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But ye are come unto mount Sion, and unto the 
city of the liuing God, the heavenly Feruſalem, 
and to an innumrrabie company of angels; to 
- - the general afſembly,' and hurt of 'the f- 
- +born, which" are written in heaven" and o 
Gad, tbr judge uf all; and to the ſpirits of juſt 
nien naue perfect; and to-Feſus, the mediator 
ibe © new "covenant, ''aud to the bse f 
eint ling, that ſpeaketh. ae things. than 
n E Py + 6H uit n 21; g 5 * 
SO HAS Gasen 28 8 Veo | ant 8 0 vn 
FF: dhe former patt of this epiſtle ſhould. 
4 appear obſcure ta the unlearned, or inat - 
tentiye; or, if it ſhould ſeem to be not entirely 
bo intereſting to ua, as it was to the Hebrews 
of old, Who, being prejudiced: i in favoyriof 
the e 
Zend 3 3 diſplay 
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6 The Priviliges of Chrifians. 


diſplay of the inferiority of that law to the 

chriſtian diſpenſation, with reſpe& to its 
author, ich þifeſthgoa/ ibs ſacrifices; its inſtitu- 
tions, its ſanctions, and its end; yet, the very 
ſublime, and animated manner, in which the 


r 


ſuperiority of the œcõο¾)my of grace is here 
unfolded, and the perſuaſive deſeription of its. 
glorious promiſes, at che ame time that they 
point out the pen of the eloquent apoſtle, de- 
mand the attention of every member of the 
en of Chriſt, to the . 1 
They eee eee 
my brethren, who have, dam your infancy, 
been admitted into. this. chuteh. and have 
eſten heatd its bleſſings recounted. They 
demaud\ more than your attention : they re- 
quire tha firſt place im your eſteem. They 
aall loudly upon yu to reject very allure- 
ment, that would rob vou of their attainment. 
The empire of fin hath, through Chriſt, re- 
ceived a mortal blow. . The days of ſpiritual 
bondigeare;no-mbre? all ſervile, as well $ 
durthenſome vblervances,- are ſuperſeded, 
tYlo>-intredeAticn of the goſpel covenant. 
body; knit togecher by Ipititual bonds, olan - 
neee Wich! heaven, und- gradually 
valoib "YM ripening 
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Honig ith: abheben Göser | 
chis relation, they tecci&e an actual relifh- of 
dreſent comforts, andl a foretaſte of ſtill greater 
to come. And they, who ſtill refuſe it, a 
neverthelchs; invited, commanded, entrebted, 
to take the. phriſtian' yoke upon chem, /with 
_ #ipromiſe,1 not otily of pardon, bot of ths 
molt ekaltꝭd bleffiips: Since only! to men? 
tion theſe. is to rebommmend them, it catitive | 
be unſuitable to endeavour to diſplay them, 
as they are here euumerated by the apoſtle, 
wn ee og” wit ** of 18 
dt o ogg n 443: 160 G gανj,“— 
Ve are ode, “ ſays FW NES a 
Sion“ Chriſtians are not invited to that = 
pfade fro whence the law) was delivered 
cke mou, Which burned with flaming; fire, 
end which-was ſurrounded with many viſible 
marks ef terror, in order to denote Gos in- 
ation again(t every contemtier of bis law 
_ 7 ayes to Sion; 
which ſigniſtes du the language of the pro- 
phets, che place, from Winch the griciouws 
found of the Goſpel was to be ſene forth Trits 
1 lends, They have beurd that” grdtioys 
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ſpiritual privileges uf the Goſpel, which ſuppzr 


the imperfections of the law, and convert it 
to the law of love. It is the Goſpel, and 
that alone, which makes · a proviſion for un- 
conſtrained obedience. It is the glory of true 
beliovers, to bow before that King, who reigus 


in Stun, Who rules his willing converts with 


the {ceptre/of loyg, and repays their ſerious | 
with freedom, dignity, and glory. 9383-2017 - 
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Thee privileges 6r2:introdu&ry to a place 


in the new, Jeruſalem. che city of the 


living God,” fo called, in oppoſition to the 


polity; and has long ceaſed to be tle plice of 
divine regard. and the reſidence; of his pecur 


eternal foundations, Jaid by. God himſelf, and 


CCC 
theſe zaanſions. is Cbviſt, our forerunner, en- 


tered, even be, WhO lveth and wee dead 


who, by his deaths bath — fe er 


us, and hatha taken poſſeſſion pf. hn iche: 
ritance that canyot fail, reſorvad in ſtor 
for all, whether, Jews. or „hg her 


take themſelves to his fold and wait with pati- 


ene for 8 that 


7 


carthly, Which belonged, only to the jewiſh 


liar: people. Whereas, the heavenly city hath ; 


| rity of his kingdom, the company of angels 


133. Ne er e 
glorious viſion, when he ſam the ſhj he dity, 
— —— AiutIide 
adorned- for her huſband. {An I. beat | 
ſays he. a-great voice but of heaven, faying}? 
Behold, the tabernacle of; God is With menß 
and he willi dwell with them, and they ſhall | 
be his people; and God himſelf ſhall be with 
them, and be their God And God ſhalt 
wipe aw ay all tears from their byes, A g 
mall be bo herz deidh; ether ſorrbw, m0 
| erying,cneithtr Mall there be = wn. 
for thg former tin u paſſed away. _— | 
he; that fag apon the Hironeyitfaid;/Behold,- 
maker all/thingscneye2%!But they; who are 
entitlsd co ho the. denied bf that city. whoſe = 
builderiisbã minkter is · God, are entitled like - 
—ů— 4 — | 
A-chraniinication 
which ig chergreſtabliſhed. 
between bea vr anch carth is one of the-happy 
fruits af tha Meſſiah s reign, Hie birth Was 
ſolemnigedi by n iads of the heavenly hoſt, 
| celebratings; in-ſangs of pmiſe, the peace and 
harmony "which wre then to be reſtored; 
Active inſummeiite in promoting; the profpes / 


is 
ſtand before his three, ready to execute 
will; and ate ſent bychim to ſupply the wants 5 
4 e 428 _ DINab vs * 2 
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Happy then, are vu, Oe ſincere diſciples 
eb Chriſt, tin the ſchvide offt ſuch glorious 
Sdzztan are reſiſted, and counteraRed;” and the 
dungen thati threaten you are-ofteti averted; 
By the bonmand of the Moſt High, they 
watch about your bed. They protect che en- 
Tied innocence. of the ſmiling babe; . they 
nnen 
firm, ſoldier of Jeſus Chriſt. In the filens 
n 
Lane. hey ar fegt d u, ches 
feats; they are held forth us examples bf ure 
virtue; and, by their un earieduffduity dr un- 
dente ſhe real of bvetyñ devot werſhipper. 
Aud- us. Chriftjatic dee Jene ith therti 
in cotunwnion' here) they "will kateafter be 
fellow citinens with them u the iregidns 
above, They win be eqqul to thers theft 
they will joiu in their ſongs of ptriſe ; they 
will beinvelted with the hondurief jiorforin- 
85 are 
5 rn 4% 7 D113 HHN ei "TO . * 
An the mean a hat they may be pre 
pared for a reden iin that busfbr plabe; 
ey are admitted here 78 hs of | 
| a &4 
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ee ende alles mn e 
the general aſſemdlya and churehs che firſt. | 


born; whoſe. names are written in heaven, 
The Jews, indeed, were originally privileged 


in the church of God. But: they loſt their 
birth · right, through unbelief, which was con · 


ferred upon the ſpiritual Iſrael. All hoe 


who. are united to Chriſt, their head, gut: 


wardly, by baptiſm, inwardly, by his ſpirit, 
obtain this inheritance, with privileges as 


ample 28 if they bad: an original claim. 80 
long as they continue the real member of bis 
body, they derive virtue from him, who 
Workech all in all, Bot, through ihis, a8 


they communicate with the Hoſt of heavem 


fo they ate. incorporated with their fellow 7 
members, of the church militant, on earth; 


Here, they fight under one banner, they dee 


the ſame enemies io encounter, the ſame con · 
flicts to endure, the fame. toad to travel. 
Their ordinances are likewiſe — 
ſame table of love is ſpread for all. From 


charity, engging them to contribute to each 
other's wants, to animate one another in the 


eee eee for their et 
i a3 .. outs... 


for a long ſeaſon, they; ouly, bad a place 


bepes arc dwived the. bande of ume 
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thren, and pour out Weihe in ſupplica- 
tion deſted of malice, in all its forms, and 

overflowing with "univerſal love. Let me 
add, that their inheritanee is the ſame. Theß 


are mad ſiee denizens of heaven by virtue of 
Cbriſt, their head; and, as their names are; 
through him, enrolled in the charter of im- 
mortality, when theſe earthly relations are diſi 
r ſhall receive 4 crown of life. * 
it ait e „ brett eter nt a 
„They ſhall receive it from the hands of 
that God, who is the judge of all, both Jews 
and Gentiles, from whoſe ſentence there lies 
no appeal. But this ſentence true Chriſtians 
have uo reaſon to dread, for God himſelf has 
engaged to be their Father, and their friend. 
By virtue of the covenant of life, he is him- 
ſelf their exceeding great reward. By enjoy- 
ing him, they enjoy a pledge of their accept - 
ance with him, and a ſecurity that it ſhall 
never fail. Be not afraid, then, O ye ſincere, 
though imperfect Chriſtians, to meet your 
God. Tremble not at his appearance, when 
he fits upon the throne. He is a conſuming 
fire only to the workers of iniquity. He will 
judge you by that man, whom he hath or- 
dained; Who knows your infirmities; who 


hath taken weer fin, the fling of death, and 
5 : N * 
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wrought, out for you; a. victory complete, , 80 


ſentence, you, will, be admitted into the pre- 
ſencę of your judge, from whenee my 


EE Andrei be for ever baniſhed. - 


bnd s b. 


* at is 3 — — of the Gets of juſt 


nication there is between thoſe, who have ac» 


compliſhed their warfare, and wait for their 


complete reward, and the members of the 


church militant, is not eaſy to determine. 
But as they belong to the ſame body, they rn 
form one grand ſociety; and, conſequently, 


are intereſted in the welfare of thoſe they 
have left behind them. Accordingly, they 
are repreſented, by the Apoſtle, as a cloud of 


the goal, are ſpectators of the race of others, 


and held forth to thoſe, that contend, as ex: 
_ amples of faith and patience. Their's is the 


are placed more nearly to the beams of the 
ſun of righteouſneis than our's, and mf 


abundantly refreſhed by the fountain of ling 
Waters. But we remember, that our toils 
V re once pour, W now . 
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rhat, after haying regtived your abſolviog 


men made perfect. What kind of commu- 


place af ſecurity, our's, of trouble and of 
danger. Thrice happy fouls, your paſtures 
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104 The Privil 7 ' Chriflians. Tt 
in proportion to your former bararda In 
che race, which you have run, we are encbu- 
raged to perſevere,” becauſe you have perſe- 
_ vered, and have conquered ; and when we 
| ſhall take poſſeſſion of the fame: glories with 
you, what a rapturous ſcene will then appear, 
| when the communion with each other, which 
| Was begun here, will there be completed, and 
the happy ſpirits ſhall meet the victorious 
ſoldiers of Chriſt with the ſincereſt congra- 
tulations. Then ſhall they 'be one fold, 
under one ſhepherd;” in which the enjoy- 
ments will be unenvied, and the love without 


The author of theſe privileges is Jeſus, 
the mediator of the new covenant. For, the 
old covenant! being, by tranſgreſſion, diſ- 
ſolved, a "mediator became neceſſary; ' that 
ſhould reſtore peace between God and man. 
In his name, the offers of pardon are made; 
the promiſes of God, to ſinful creatures; are 
connected with his atonement; and, from him, 
they receive their end and completion. As a 
divine perſon, he is able to ſuſtain” this cove- 
mant of grace, and give it its full effect. As 

one * unto err eee 0 


which 


% 


| — 10 
which juſticsdemanded. It is the Rory, then, 
of the chtiſtian piofeſſion, that we can come 
to him, who hath borne our ſorrow s that we 
ure invited to him, who iutercedes in tlie 
preſence 'of God for us. It is Chriſt the 
Mediator, through whom the weak are ſup- 
ported, the weary are refreſhed, the falling 
are recovered, and bleffings are derived from 
God upon all his creatures. Through him, 
our poor endeavours are accepted, and we 
ourſelves obtain a place, and a name, in the - 
manſions of immortality, where God himſelf 
wilt behold us with en meide aun. 
de very e- wen r Sa 


This covenant was tified by the heading 
of blood, and therefore, the Apoſtle adds; 
« and to the ſprinkling of blood, which 
ſpeaketh better things than that of Abel.“ 
As, in the jewiſn law, the people were ſprinkled 
with the blood of the ſacrifices, ſhed to con- 
firm the covenant between God and them; 


ſo, in the diſpenſation of the Goſpel, it is 


the voice of this blood, that pleads with tan, 
in the name of God, to enter into the bonds 
of the covenant of peace It is this voice 
that pleads, and pleads effeQually, before 
f ee i behalf as that fines 


Ade — anstehen wn iel 
far more gracious efficacy this, than the blood 
of Abel, which cried only-for vengeance, and 
ſtill ſpeaks, in the puniſhment of -him; that 
ſhed it, as a warning to the injurious, to per- 
 ſecutors, to murderers. But, alas I the ſiuns 
of men are themſelves. too grievous to Want 
accuſers, too heinous en an n ws 
a W 8 


Thus * ene to aka N whe 
a ; deſcription of the Chriſtian Church, a 
| ſociety whoſe privileges. are ſo tranſcendent, 


that they make the honours and glories of the 


earth ſhrink into nothing. A juſt ſenſe of 
theſe privileges gives a dignity to the meaneſt 
| Nation; if you are poor, it makes you rich; 
if you are deſpiſed, it makes you honourable. 
If you are ſurrounded with the evil company 
of the world, the company, to which you be- 
Jon g, makes you ſuperior to the infection. 
Dignified with the bleſſings, to which you are 
entitled, you cannot proſtitute your whole 
labours for the meat that periſheth - you are 
incited, and enabled, to labour for that which 


endureth to everlaſting life. Learn, then, 


my brethren, to reverence your calling; ſtudy 
do "_; and grow in . and cheriſh the 
: * 


| en Paule of CoH 1% 
noble atnbition of "being," e and more, 
Fitted for your inheritanee?s? 
n K bas moin, A to Vine ot cr 
But beware, Teſt the profpett 0 
vlg, to Which yo are called; ſhould fill you 
ns contempt of others, or a 
diſregard to juſt authority, or a forgetfulneſß 
of ydur proper ſtation. Beware of à con- 
ceited, perverſe; and ſchiſmatical, ſpirit— 
Pride, eſpecially ſpiritual pride, was not 
made for man. Schiſm tears in ſunder that 
body, Which is one, one in ſpirit, one in 
love. Through pride, Satan loſt his throne; 
through pride, and ſehiſm, man loſes heaven, 
and reſembles the prince of darkneſs. The 
chriſtian road to life, and immortality, lies 
through humility, obedience, and all thoſe 
lowly virtues, which Chriſt” came to exem- 
_ plify, and to teach. The very greatneſs of 
your privileges ſhould make you rejoice, with 
trembling, and the abundant ſtores of mercy, 
which are poured down upon you, ſhould make 
you fear, leſt . fail . Tor I | 


ws 1 ey” 9241 


eyes, a. e its elde, in 
enlarging and ennobling your deſires? Should 


hr 3 pd be content with the * name 
9 
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of diſciples, and look no further: than the ex- 
ternal forms of religion, conſider, I beſecch 
you, the vanity of a proſeſſion, and a name. 
Was it for this, that God, in the expreffive 
| language” of ſoripture, bath ſhaken nor 
only the earth, but alſo heaven? Was it ſor 
this, that the blood of Jeſus was ſhed ; that 
he aroſe; that he aſcended into heaven ; that 
the Holy Spirit was poured forth? Was it 
for this, that the Goſpel was preached in all 
lands, and {till ſounds in your cars? Does 
| heaven open its everlaſting. doors. to extort 
from you no gratitude, no preparation, for its 
enjoyments ? If you, then, hope for immortal 
life, embrace the unmerited purchaſe, with 
love unfeigned, and obedience, that flows 
from à lively, active, and devoted, heart. 
For be aſſured, that God, as he hath begun, 
will likewiſe fniſh, and manifeſt his glorious 
arm, both in rewarding his faithful ſervants, 
| nn ws ne een sen, 


| -# See," ws 66 that ye refuſe not him that "3 
ſpeaketh. » The maſter is come, and he calls 
with a voice from heaven. He intreats,; he 
warns; he commands; he hath prepared the 
marriage feaſt; he hath ſent his meſſengers to 
_ ihe — All * powers of love, f 
: 8 Satitade, | 
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gratitude, of mercy, — The whole 
— — vraie ats withanxious 

grave evours; God, the 

Judge, TN door; Satan is ready. 
/ to: accuſe; heaveff et are prepared to. 
receive their inhabits 2 and a lang eternity 
cloſes the probatiogary ſcenes. Can any thing 
be added to intereſt you more ? Look, 'then, 
to yourſelves : for, how ſhall you eſcape, if 
15 neglect ſo great falvation? And, oh 1 if 


500, do nat ęſcage, 8 


vation will make yoo more guilty 0 
it, and augment your future] pins. Nov, 
then, .while the day of falvation laſts, tum | 
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© lot ſcen Yht righteous" forſaken, mor GI ſ c 
13 eu enn 1997 enge bas gt; 
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Auen , is no — cur dwty 5 
Particularly to obſerve the different portions 
of virtue and vice, in heſe. tranſitory ſcenes of 
life, contributes greatly to our edification. 
To behold the righteous man rewarded with 
manifold bleſſings, and flouriſhing as his years 
decay the wicked, on the contrary, | viſibly 
attended with that miſery and travail, which 
is cauſed by ſin—is ſurely a moſt prevailing 
motive to decline from the rad, on which 
multitudes periſh, and purſue thecourſe, which. 
2 with ſolid complacencies. This is the 


uſe, Which the Phlinic ney of his owt 
experiences; and this he recommends to 
others, in various exhottations, ** Truſt in th 
Lord, and do good; ſo ſhalt thou dwell in * 
the land, and verily thou ſhalt be fed- De- 
lgbe-chyſelf allo in the Lord, and be ſhall 
gie thee the deſires of thine heart. The 
Lord khoweth the days of | the: upright,” and 
their anheritance-ſhall be for ever. Theß 
ſhall-not be aſhamed. in the evil time, and in 
the days of famine they ſhall be ſatisfied. For 
fuch1as ate bleſſed of bim, ſhall inherit the 
eartha and they that are curſed of him, ſhall 
be eut off. Mark the perfect man, and be- 
hold the upright, for the end of that man as 
peace. By ſuch ohſervations as theſe, à Wiſe 
tribute to his itnprovement, ſo that the vigour . 
of this faith and piety will increaſe. with his 
years, and his old age will become truly) 
venlerable, o aud fraught with enemplary wiſ⸗ 
dam. Dem s lo ut D est He anon 
reh aid e act a joy bot ene 


Indeed. che anind af man mauſtibe prepared 
for ithiocmiſom before be ean he enriched 
by it - A wofldly ſpirit configes all i, 
within the :licaits; of its on practice; and 
e — 
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the views of divine Providehce;; The deſigus 
aud actions of a vicious man flo flomra 
troubled fountain, and are employed in the 
ſervice of his juſts. Hoy/ chen dan the peace 
of 2 righteous: man. ſeem. lovely; at his lot 
deſitable, to him, whoſe happineſs is placed in 
the moſt oppoſite purſuita, and o; through 
ſinful habits; is deprived; not ouly of the frees 
doc of acting, but the power of ſeeing and 
judging aright. Worldly maxims alone are 
his rule of action: therefore he folloys the 
track, which the world has mad; he knbws 
no other ſervice, than that of mamnmon 
other bliſs, than what the ſenſual appetite 
affords. Ihe virtues of the golpet are only 
3 the portion; 
which religion gives, is too mean for his 
anbition. Contracted wiews!: vain ambis 
tion ſ not to be envied by the meanoſt, but to 
bo pitied by the truly wiſe, and the mace" to 
N be pitied in proportion to his ſueceſa, The 
pious Chriſtian has deſires of a more 


not for bread, Arnidſt am inhoſpitable weld, 
he Gnds entertainment, and is protected by 


his God. Far be in em Reim to ſet up is | 
dwelling here; He requires but a competency 
to ſupport his joutney, and conduct him to 
heaven.” It ſhall be the buſineſs of the fol , 
lowing diſcourſe, firſt, to confirm the doctrine | 

of the text; and, ſecondly, tg deduce ſome 

inferences from y rar Weender to 

der e py 05 (a 
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And, lt, boli 4 ie ofthe 
goſpel charter chiefly relate to the gate W 6 
kingdom of the Meffiah, as it was for theft 
particularly his blood was ſhed, yet ſo pre- 
cidus was 'the offering that was then made, 
that there is no bleſſing either in the heavens. = 
above] or in the earth beneath, that it is not 
available to purchaſe. All things are together 
with Chriſt conveyed to the true believer. 
Fime and eternity are his. But what is 
time? what is this world compared to an 
eternal duration? It cannot be that Gd 
will deny ſo ſmall a boon to thoſe, to * 
he has already given a name in his-own- 
and kingdom. Agreeably to which, we 
this aſſurance, that godlineſs is pr 3 
for all things, having the promiſe of the liſe 
that now is, and af that which is to come; 
and this further 3 * 
Vol. I. we 


firſt the kingdom of God, and his righteduſ- 
| neſs, and all theſe things (hall be added. unto 
Wu.“ Shall we then diſtruſt his word d 
Upon whom can we rely with ſo much con- 
ſidence, as upon a God ever preſent, omniſ- 
ciens, almighty; a Father that careth for us. 
a, Redeemer, that onee die q. and ever liveth | 
to make interceſſion for us? Whilſt, then, 
the faith of man is deceitful, and all worldly 
tenpres yucertain, this full aſſuranee remains, 
that, God will wWithhold no good. thing from 
' them, that liye a ee adr 20 νεο,ẽfQ% niet 
1 GY. 36 M 01d. i night: "> PLS 

Indeed, the, very, —— and tendency oi 
godlinels is) in hagmony with the divine! pros: 
miſes. Agood man is hleſſed with a ſungle 


him, into zanxiety Wd danger. He walks, 
qpenly as in the day, and condequently: is able 
tg, diſcem his beſt and trueſt intereſt. He 
maintains ac egularity of affections, and acts 
With chearfulneſß, my PTS read | 
rde temas begane he i is- not-ditrafted: 
by; a variety of enterpriſes. and deſigns... Have 
ing no unjuſtifiable ambition himſelſ, he ſtunds 
not in the way of the Ambitious:: An enemy 
hats he provokes naue to be at enmmy 
AA 2 N wih 


Nei exe and therefore n dark deſigns betray- 1 | 
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with him: He ſecks no injurious rights from 
others; aud invites not itijuries froth theth.- 
A friend to all, he claims the friendſhip of : 
all; and however he is regarded by the envi- 
das and malicious; will receive the affiſtanes” 
aud ſupport” of the ttuly good. Thus does. 
the integrity of the uptight guide bim in the 
way, aud the heakh and well-beirig of his 
ſoul, by a friendly influence, promotes his out- 
ward proſperity. But as no troubles wilfullyß 
incutred deſtroy the harmony of his life, ſo 
no” irregular” luſts conſume bis living. In- 
duſtry empowers rs him to maintain the ſtore, 
which God has given him; and ftwgality, to 
lay up perhaps ſomething for the pledges of 
| God's love, thi children which he hath given! 
him, fbr the ſick and needy, the orphan and 
the widow. Temperance confiries his wants 
withits the compaſs of nature; and fr; 


} 7 gality 
enables hith to fatisfy them with eaſe and com- 
fort. From' the” exerciſe of both ariſes true 
contentment with thankſgivitg. For, en- 
joying his portion as the citizen of another 


laid, he may ſafely rejoice in his preſent inhe- 
| ritance, ant hben i % cli" ths 


Weds T eee 
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But as it is from God that bleſſings fo, 
that induſtry and labour are crowned with 
ſucceſs, it is the privilege of the rigbteous 
5 man to make God his friend, to offer up his 
ſoul and body a living ſacrifice, through Chriſt, 
to the preſerver of both, and commend 4 
way. and his work to him by continual prayer. 
The divine faithfulneſs engages him to hope 
for a bleſſing, and the divine goodneſs enables 
him to experience it. And though he ſhould | 
not be bleſſed i in a manner ſuitable to his own - 
wiſhes; nay, though earthly bleſſings ſhould | 
be denied, he acknowledges the goodneſs of 
his God even in this: aſſured that what is 
beſt will be beſtowed, and that though he 
| knows not what to pray: for as he — the 
| heavenly Father both knows and wills the 
| happineſs. « of his children. And even in the 
worſt extremity, this promiſe till remains, 5 
"08 The Lord will preſerve him, and keep 
him alive, and he ſhall be bleſſed upon the | 
earth; and thou wilt not deliver bim into 
the will of his enemies. The Lord will pre- 8 
ſerve him upon the bed of languiſhing ; thou 
| wilt make all his bed i in his Henn bs . ee 
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Indeed, the Lord pr rained the whole 
inferior creation to adminiſter to the righteous. 
N man's 


Ne 22 never 2 


man's good. He makes the very brute « crea. | 

tures the inſtruments of praiſe. He reads a 
Jan of his duty in their obedience'; he uſes 
"them with bleſſing, and enjoys them with 
peace. The inanimate creation contributes 

to his felicity, either in affording ſupplies for 
the refreſhment of the body, or to the foul 

for exalted contemplation. It withholds not 
from him the utmoſt it can give. On the 
contrary, the evils which the wicked bring 
upon themſelves, ariſe from the very goods, 
which they abuſe, the abundance of which 
only ſerves to inflame their cruelty, luxury, 


' - and pride. Even the light of the ſun is no 


joy to them, whoſe ways are-dark : nor would 
the utmoſt liberality of Providence relieve 
the wants of thoſe, who deprive themſelves 
of the poſſibility of enjoyment. The luxu- 
riant bounties, then, which are poured from 
the hand of heaven, are a real bleſſing only to 
the righteous. The ſame gale, which wafts 
the pious to the ſhores of bliſs, drives the 
wicked upon the rocks of their own Per | 
(OR | 


44 . 


"If het the . of God hath 62 con- 

ſtituted the world, that his children only are 

_— of enjoying natural good with fatisfac- 
I 3 tion, 


413 The Righteous never forfuley.. 2 
tion, will not the ſame goodneſs . appoint a 
particular diſtribution of jt to their comfort? 
Can we imagine that thoſe things, Which are 
naturally good, but become the cauſe of ill 
to ſome through their own pet yerſeneſs, 
ſhould not as well be directed, og By gra- 
cious Author, to fulfil their primitive intent in 
promoting the happineſs of the good, as to 

Jacreaſe the guilt and miſery of the bad? 
Happineſs | is the end of our creation : will not 
the Creator, therefore, beſtow happineſs i in a 
manner ſuitable to his own liþerality.? Will 
he not diſpenſe | to us every good thing in ſuch = 
meaſyre, as is expedient for us to receive oF 


The wifdom of God is alſo diſplayed 3 in 
bieſſing the righteous, i in order to manifeſt 
his caxe and ſuperintendency oyer. them, 
God, to ſhew that be delightgzin goodieſs, 
hath made it the raad to proſperity and hap- 
pineſs. No encouragement, then, is wanting 
$2 a good man, to perſevere in the path of 
Auty. Nothing but our own paſſions , can 
inJuce us to deviate from it. Nothing can 
make this path ſeem rugged and uneaſy, but | 
that -yoke of fin, which incapacitates ns for 
every pure enjayment., But having taſted | 
how gage the Lord is, Fe have g — 

| al. 
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ful inducement to . grow in grace, that ws 


may receive ſtill more precious giſts. klare 
ing obtained an earneſt of his loving - xd 
what can make us deſpair of his e | 
| help? Whereas; if the family of the wicked | 

only proſpered, where would be the mati- 
feſtation of God's moral government and pro- 
vidence? The righteous man would then 
be unable to ſupport his virtue without 4 
miracle, and fink under deſpair. | When he 
faw there was no comforter in this vale of 
miſery, where could he diſburthen his griefs; 
or fly for ſuccour under his preſfing calami- 

ties? The children of this world would then 
purſue their intereſt with unwearied labour 
and ſucceſs, The ambitions man, and the 
covetous oppreſſor, would be encouraged to 
| reap the ſpoils of innocence, without fear of 


retribution, and the world itſelf would be 
+ a ſcene of confuſion and difaſter. | 


But fartbn; the righteous man may not 
ann; expect the gracious workings of Provi- 
- dence, on his own behalf: his children alſo 
are under the ſame protection. The bleſſings 
of the Almighty proceed from an inexhauſti- . 
ble fountain, and keep pace with the ſucceſ- 
| ſion of many generations. - Accordingly, he 
| n „ 1 4 | 5 4 : pro- 


” 8 8 


proclaims himſelf the father of the fatherleſs, 
and the huſband. of the widow, ' © Leave thy 
fatherle(s children,” ſays he, I will pre: 
ae, and let thy widows truſt in 
Death.makes no breaches in the cove- 
— of our God; ſo that we often ſee pecu- 
liar marks of his favour lang to continue in 
the ſame pious and happy family. Beſides, 
the good name of parents is often a portion 
to their children; a precious ointment, that 
not only embalms the dead, but whaſe favour 
deſcends to poſterity, and recommends their 
offspring. Nor is it improbable, that, as in 
pious Timothy, the care of faithful parents 
ſhould, by the grace of God, influence their 
deſcendants; fo that by following them, as 
they followed Chriſt, = alſo may he enti: 
\ * the ſame blethngs and [Yards 


Thus PE I endeavoured 90 ſt before you, 
the advantage of religion even in this life, 


Let it, however, be remembered, that all 


worldly hleſſings are giyen in ſubordination, 
to ſpiritual treaſures; and that God deprives 
his children of them, when they are found 
inconſiſtent with ſuperior goods. In public 
calamities alſo, one lot befals the righteoua 


and the m—_ but thoſe very misfortunes, 
Which 


14 


Fam 11 

which prove a curſe to the one, increaſe the 
faith, and improve the virtues of the other, 
In times of perſecution, the righteous indeed 
ſuffer, but are not forſaken. : If, when tried, 
they are found faithful unto death, they then 
e ION - | 
of glory.” e e 


But, S ben the nd N $ 
| derations, we may learn to reprove the chil- 
dren of this world. For, there is no ſtrength, 
nor wiſdom, nor counſel, againſt the Lord. 
What, then, though they proſper ? their pro- 
perity is unbleſſed, their labours loſt, their 
enjoyments ſatisfy them not; they live with- 
out comfort, and die without hope. How 
yain, then, is man, when he is alienated from 
God, and unſupported ! Haw doubly wretch- 
ed, when he ſets himſelf in oppoſition to his | 
Lord! Why boaſteſt thou thyſelf, that 
thou catſt do miſchief } whereas the goody | 
| neſs of God endureth yet daily,” That good- 
neſs will order the whole creation, according 
to the rules of equity, and watch over the 
| righteous as its peculiar charge. There- 
fore ſhall God deſtroy thee for ever : he ſhall 
fake thee, and pluck thee out of thy . 
ä nd e thee out of the land of the liying.” 


| 


be 


122 The Righteous never forſaken, 
Hence, alſo, we may learn to filence the 
tongues of the murmurers, and diſcontented, 


For, the bleſſings of the righteous never fail: | 


and, if the wicked ſuffer, it is owing to them- 
ſelves. Why, then, do they increaſe the bit- 
terneſs of woe? Why cheriſh the plague of a 
diſtempered ſoul? Why do they aggravate 

their miſery, by their ſins? It is the hand of 
God, O. ye ſinners! and therefore be dumb, 
Accuſe not Providence, but ſearch, and ex- 
amine, yourſelves. Are you indeed hardly 
dealt with, as ye pretend? Your very mur- 
muring is a proof that you are not. Yau are 
. chaſtiſed, not humbled : you are puniſhed for 
your offences, but mow are ſtill rebellious. | 


From this protection of heaven, over the 
good and pious, arifes an inexhauſtible fund 
of conſolation to them. For the Lord is 
their ſhepherd; they ſhall not want. He 
will ſatisfy their ſouls in drought, and feed 
them in the paſture which he hath bleſſed. 
He will plant an hedge about it, and guard 
it from ſecret ambuſh, or open violence.“ 
There, amidſt the tumults and calamities 
of the world, they reſt ſecurely. Should 
they be involved in outward trouble, they 
enjoy inward peace. Amidſt an adverſe 

ll | | world, 


— 7 hy 
world, the friendſhip of their Maker fill re- | 


mains —in the midſt of darkneſs, the Lord 
will be 4 light unto them, Art thou, then, 
O pious Chriſtian, by ſome peculiar contiu- 
- gency, beſet with | poyerty and ſcarcity, or 
rdened by a pymerous family, whoſe infant 
years render them unable to contribute to 
their ſupport ? Remember the young ravens, 
that call ale If be cares for theſe, 
bow much more for the children of his 
adopted family He that gives thee the bread 


of life, will give thee alſo food and raiment. - | 


Know, then, thy privileges; uſe thy comforts; 
continue in thy own duty; and be careful for 
nothing ; but, in every thing, by prayer and 
ſupplication, with thankſgiving, let you: re- 
9 85 be made 1 8 unto Gol, 


__ Hence, likewiſe, ws true content and 
ſatisfaction. A good man will not envy the 


ptoſperous ſinner, becauſe he ranges in a 


wider field. He experiences the divine favour - 
"towards himſelf, and enjoys ſuperior happi- 
neſs. His little i is far greater than the world- 
ling's heaps. He looks backward, and his la- 
| bours have not been defiled with guilt; for- 


ward, and his ſtores will deſcend, with a 


e e. When he lies upon 
* f 


the bed of ſickneſs, how muſt it cheer his 


drooping ſpirits, to conſider,” that his children 
will be left in the hands of an indulgent 


Father, who knows their wants, and, rather 


tan his promiſe ſhould fail, fa raiſe up 
plenty from the barren wg” 197 


Laſtiy, let the gracious bende id gs of 
God's bounty increaſe our gratitude and love. 
He might have brought us to the place of 
reſt, through a deſolate wilderneſs, unbleſt by 
one ray of comfort. But, behold, the Re- 

deemer hath enlightened this valley of tears,' 

and furniſhed proviſion therein to ſatisfy all 
his followers, daily feeding unnumbered mul- 
titudes, and yet there are fragments to ſpare, 
an equal plenty to thoſe that come after. 
Have we, then, my brethren, hearts, in re- 
turn, touched with gratitude? Oh! let his 
unmerited love, to our ſouls and bodies, en- 
gage us to give both ſouls and bodies to 
him, and thereby prove our faith, and declare 
that we are the Lord's. Let all, whoſe ſtores 
increaſe, increaſe alſo; themſelves,” in devo- 
tion, in meekneſs, in charity, in benevolence, 
and in all the fruits of the Spirit. Let all 
our bleſſings engage us to thirſt after him, 
who is the fountain, of bleiſing and enjoy» 
| | ment, 


E 


| 


The Righteous never forſaken. 125 
ment. So that, when we leave our earthly 
portions, we may exchange them for hea- 
venly treaſures, and fit down with Abraham, 
- and. Ifaac, and Jacob, in the kingdom of 
1 ſhall conclude, with the words of the 
Apoſtle. He that will love life, and fee 
good days, let him refrain his tongue fromm 
evil, and bis lips, that he ſpeak no, guile. Let 
him eſchew evil, and do good; et him ſeck 
peace, and enſue it. For the ayes of the 
Lord are over the righteous, andchis ears are 
open to their prayers; but the face of the 
Lord is againſt them that do evil. And who 
is he that will harm you, if he be Wee! 
that which is good But if ye ſuffer for 
righteouſneſs ſake, happy are ye: and be not 
afraid of their terror; either be troubled ?: 
bot fanctify the Lord God in Your hearts,” //{ 
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is more 205 my-bretfiren; e e 
the purport of this expoſtalation, that to 
ackaowirge⸗ the juſtce oli; more eaſy to 
own is juſtice, thaw to prepare tlie Heart ſor 
that ſubrniſſien, to the hand of God, 
which ite ſo forcibly enjoims. © For, is it Ber 

obvious to complain? What is this, but to 
uſe the expreſſive language which Nature 

teaches, when oppreſſed with woes ? Accord- 
ingly, the prophet himſelf, whoſe words you 
have heard, laments, in the moſt moving 
ſtrains, his own, and his country's calamities. 
But then, grace ſanctifies theſe lamentations, 


 Laptexrariogs iti. 9. 


and checks them, when too importunate. It 


. Diſconrent — 127 
is an eh teen den pee een frorn 
the ſufferings themſelves to the cauſe of thoſe 
ſufferings; from the immediate inſtruments, 
that inflict the wound, to that juſt, and mer- 
eiful, and all-directing agent, who either 
commands, or permits, it. Accordingly, Je- 
ruſalem, who pours forth her complaints, in 
the bitterneſs of ſoul, againſt ber deſtroyers, 
is conſtrained to qonfeſs, The Lord is 
righteous, for I have rebelled againſt his com · 
mandments.” | It is, however, but too viſible; 
that puniſhiment often produces enmity; in- 
| ſtead of ſubmiſſion; and complaints, inſtead 
of confeſſion of ſins. From hence ariſe the 
execrations- of the poor, the impatience of 
the diſappointed, the factious deſpondency of 
the unſucceſsful, and the diſcoment and mur-- 
murings of the -affliQted. + Offences theſe, 
which are no-leſs frequent, than . ee 
1 to e ee | e 


ed: 0 ien: 1 en ien 

Ie Gall, therefore, debe buſnels ** this 
diſcourſe; 10 diſplay, a e and, - 
> Mann mus oH i 3915 
135! 555 Seis 0 Senn 

And; 656 its . eee | 
cial obſerver; that God is -a-moral-governor* = 
ofthe n 7 for he has eee certain re- 
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128 * Diſcontent enſured, 
wards to ſome actions, and puniſhments to 
others. What theſe; in general, are, men 
know by their own experience, and the teſti- 
mony of the whole world. As t man is a ſin- 
ful creature, and ſtrongly attached, by his 
paſſions, to ſinful indulgences, God has not 
only placed before his eyes, but permits him 
to feel, the ruinous effects of his own vice 
and folly. And as fin appears in a great va - 
riety of forms, ſo does puniſhment. Man 
ſometimes reads his tranſgreſſion by the chaſ- 
tiſement it has occaſioned, and then his own: 
iniquities correct him: at other times, he ſuf - 
fers from the immediate hand of God, or the 
inſtrumentality of man, ſuch unexpected evils, 
as blaſt the moſt promiſing expectations, and 
embitter every human joy. This entirely 
correſponds with the general plan; of divine: 
government, that rebellion" againſt God de- 
ſerves, and. occaſions, his diſpleaſure. Shall 
mortal man, then, be more juſt than God, | 
when he enters into judgment with bini? 
Shall he complain, if he ſuffers what his ſins 
deſerve? He complains of the conſtitution of 
things; he would reverſe the very nature of 
good and evil; and his folly is as conſpicuous, 
Gree Wange rr -4 
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| Dieu cenfured.” 129 
the ſun and moon, 0 or qirec the motions f 
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| it is a great, ſo it; is a | pernicious 

Ph. nk is angry with us, and we receive 
chaſtiſement. We complain, and his anger 

is not abated. As our ſufferings increaſe, fo | 

do our complaints. In the mean time, habits x 
of indignant fretfulneſs are formed within 

us. We become more angry with our Maker, 

and he puniſhes us ſtill more for out iniqui- 

ties. Thus, man becomes his on tormentor. <4 
The very remedy, which his folly and impa- +2 f 
tience dilate, makes his diſeaſe incurable. | 1 


105 


But, ſecondly, that we ſurvive the afflict- 
ing hand of God, is an inſtance of his mercy. NF 
Death is the proper penalty of fin. The foul "+ 5 
that ſinneth, it ſhall die. Our life is, then, — 
the laſt ſtake. we have to offer; As ſoon 5% 
a8 this forfeiture is paid by the impenitent, =_ 
the man is inſolvent, and ſtill remains a 
debtor : he is then conſigned | to the priſon, =P 
from whence there is no releaſe, _ Behold Pp 
here the juſtice of God. But till that awful . 
| | arrives, man remains a monument of "x 
mercy.” What, then, though he be chaſtenead - = 
for his offences ? Vet et he is chaſtened' on the 
Vor. I. „ 
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#30 . Dye ontens care. 1 
. of life, Perhaps, his fins 2 bes 


great and numberleſs. He has been warned 


before, and yet. is ſpared. 'Shall he, then, 
complain of the chaſtiſement of God, and 
ſee no cauſe to acknowledge. his forbearauce. : 
Tue Prophet teaches us a more becomin, 

le ſon. This Was his conſolation, amidſt his 
calamities. This recall to mind, and there- 
fore have, 1. hope. —— It 15. of the Lord's 
mercies, that we are not conſamed, becauſe 


his- compaſſions fail not. 0 Lord, thou haſt 


pleaded the cauſes of my ſoul, thou haſt re. 
deemed my life.“ The carnal murmurer 


conſiders the evils of his ſufferings, but not 


their alleviations. He feels the rod, and cam- 
plains; but remembers not, that that life, 
which was forfeited, is ſtill ſpared; and, wer 
fore, adds ingratitude | to his biber fi ins. TO, 


44 3 911 411. 


ot Tarther, why doth a living man 5 8 


plain. for what he ſüffers! : Who j 1s there, of an 


111 


awakened conſcience, that wall not acknow- 


1 ledge, that he ſuffers leſs than his | iniquities 


deſerve ? He has not been, perhaps, a. notorious 


tranſgreſſor : : the eyes « of. the cenſdriops. are 
not direcbed towards Him. "No; ; he maintains | 
a Character for inte grity; all 2 555 him, 
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a Dj Comten! Ceth ? ed, . ! 
from 4 Chriſtian to aſſume any claim from 
God for this, or any exemption from thoſe 
calamities, which are the lot of man. He is 
conſeious, perhaps, that, though he has re- 
_ ceived much from the hands of God, he has 
returned but little, nor has improved his facul- 
ties with ſo much zeal, and fpirit; as he dught: 
he has not ſupported à conſtant ſpirituality of 
temper. Or, his own backſlidings reprove 
hirn, and he is deſirous of being humbled 
under: them. He is convinced of many omiſ- 
ſions of his duty, many ' ſecret faults, and 

many imperfections, which adhere to his 
brighteſt virtues. When God, therefore, 
threatens, he waits hi good pleaſure with re- 
ſignation. It is the Lord, let him do what 
ſeetnetli him good: and when the threaten- 
ing is actually inflicted, he bows the head and 
Worſhips: he cries out with the Prophet; 
% Thou art juſt, O. Lord, in all thou haſt 
brought upon. us; for thou art ri righteous, but 
wo have done wickedly. For he is affured, 
that God cannot wrong his creatures, that 
infinite iſdom cannot err, and infinite goods | 
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And. if they, who are comparatively _ 
ee this, what room is there for the 
ungodly to repine, when they receive the due 
reward of their deeds? Perhaps, they have, 
their whole /wves, forgotten God. He has 
created them; they have not had the diſpoſi- 
tion of creatures towards him. He has fed 

them; they have not owned their feeder. He 
has ſpared, but their hearts are fully ſet in 

them to do evil. Perhaps, they have been 
guilty of preſumptuous ſins; they have not 
feared an oath; they have profaned the ſab- 
bath day. Or, they have dealt treacherouſly 
with their neig.abour : they have been factir 
ous, revilers, ungovernable, diſobedient. Or, 
they have diſhonoured their own nature, and 
_ worked all uncleanneſs with greedineſs. They 

have followed theſe courſes, and have gloried 

in them; and they have faid in their heart, 
I hall have peace, though I walk in the 
imagination of my heart.“ But they find, at 
length, that there is no peace to them; they 
feel, by ſome calamity, the controverſy that 
God ha againſt thera. What ſay ye, then, 
O ye tranſgreſſors? Will ye repine at this? 
Will ye complain that God is juſt, and that 

he exerciſes his juſtice? Oh, no, be dumb: 
remember, there is another account behind, 


Difcontent cenſured. 233 


chat this ib not the ſeaſon for its full diſplay. 


Remember, that you have ſurvived your pro- 
vocations, and your. chaſtiſement ; and, throw 
yourſelves upon mercy. The wrath of the 
Lord now ſmokes againſt you; but, when its 
fires are kindled, they are inextinguiſhable. 


Happy are they that take the warning, =, 


EY from 1 its 5 


Hiſtory affords 1 us a LAS Sifines, 
both of the divine vengeance for fin, and of 
patience under ſuffering, in the emperor An- 
dronicus Comnenus, a man of à molt cruel 


and ungovernable temper. During the fury 


of a ſedition, he was dragged through the 
ſtreets: of | Conſtantinople, and ſuffered" the 


| moſt painful indignities. But he was ſuperior 


to the cruelty of the populace : he uttered no 
complaint, He only'faid, ** Lord, have pity 
upon me: 3 break not the N 
| WY Nes 


> 1 
1 


= | e 5. 

Was / Whether his Topentaper was aiding we / 
mult leave to God, the judge of all. But 
what concerns us to know, we are affured of, 


that impatience, under ſuffering, deſtroys its 
very end and application. What Chriſtian 
| need be informed, that he is chaſtiſed here, 


K3 that 


\ 


134 , Diſcontent conjures. 
that he may not be condemned: with: the 
world; and that, though po affliction, for the 
preſent, be joyous, but gie vous, yet, after- 
- wards, it bringeth forth the 2 fruits 
of righteouſneſs, in them that are exerf- 
 ciſed thereby? This remedy is appointed, 
and adminiſtered, by the great phyſician of 
| ſouls, but its ſueceſs and eſſetey depend 
upon ourſelves. It is neceſſary, to bring us 
to reflection, to cure our indolence, ta em- 
bitter thoſe enjoyments, on which our hearts 
are fixed, to convince us, that the way to 
heaven is the way of ſuffering. Not to rb- 
ceive. correction, then, is the mark of baſtards: 
to receive it, and to ſpurn at the hand from 
whence it comes, is the mark of ſtubborn, 
aud diſobedient, children. If the former have 
nob claim to an inheritance, for want of ad- 
miſſion into their Father's family, the latter 
are incapable of enjoying it, © They have diſ- 
poſitions ſuited to rebels, rather than to chil- 
dren. They are diſeaſed, and yet pervert the 
| remedy ;: they mourn, not for the ſin, but 
for the effects of it; and are ſo much in love 
With n dene tha they $64) 67% 
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er this Ty He e A man, ſuffers, ſome great gala 
— He either _ not acknowledge the 


Cod. and, then is brutiſh;_ or 


Wy acknowledge it, and yet complains, and 

then impious. What, | then, thou h the 
bees My be ay 4 the {il Fil 
mains, which, 1s its cauſe. ad 1 110 v Id a 


man be ced hop re With his t dar 
the 


unconverted, and hi s life unre ormeg,. 


. greateſt calamity awaits him, obduracy. 
withdraw chaſtiſement, then, is itſelf "he 


groateſt punyhment; it is * . oftender 
over to a reprobate mind. 1 It 18 thus that 

God himſelf e the matter r, by bi his Pro- 

phet “ Becauſe I have purge thee, and 
thou waſt nat purged, i JL. ſþalt ' not be 
purged. frog, by Rp uk "ny, por til 

| have. ca to re ee,” 1 
was thus i Pharaoh. 200 When he 

had hardened, 1s heart agaitlt affliction, and 


the plagues of Egypt were withdrawn, he 


. 


then. himſelf, became the victim m of human | 
Pride and diyine juſtice. » Truly miſerable, 
J therefore, is that man ; for, there is none 
in greater danger than he, who. is chaſtiſed, | 
Sus Me loudly admonithed, yet. will | 


hear, , Apg when $i * e "A 


I Diſcontent AG 

. the laſt ſentence of the Judge is executed 
upon finners, and they feel the wra of God 
in full meaſure, how will they then lament 
their abuſe of the means of grace? Oh, that 
they could again experience the chaſtiſement 
of a Father !—that they could i again receive 
the warnings, which are now no more ! In 
the place of torment, it would occafion ſome 
| ſuſpenßon of their woes, if thoſe woes could 
ever be again gbr for their None 


trials. 
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We, then, my brethren, that! fur, | 
ſhould always keep our attention awake to the 
true cauſe of human misfortunes. . For want 
of this, we have ho reſource, when they come 
upon us. We Look bere, and there, to find 
relief; and we find it not. We accuſe” pur 
fortune, The winds, the waves, the ſeaſons, 
are adverſe to us, and they hear not bur com- 
plaints; ; we bemoan the treachery of our 
friends, or the number of our enemies; we 
curſe God, and; the king ; ;. We blame, throu gh 
Ignorance, and condemn, through malice. 
Our former comforts loſe theit reliſh : we 
fear, when there is no cauſe of fear; and ſuſ⸗ 
pect, leſt the moſt 3 innocent things ſhould be- 
come our r-baries: In a life, we loſe the 
leert 


"38, 
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ſweets of domeſtic enjoyment ;" we carry our 
misfortunes home, and become tormentors'to 
all about us. In public life, we quarrel with 
our ſuperiors, and would have them work mi 
racles, When we are loſt to a ſenſe of God, 
we make man anſwerable for the events of his 
pvidence, In yain! man may act with wif: 
n and caution, but cannot enſure a fucceſs- 
ul iſſue. Public events are in the hands of 
God, and may receive their final accompliſh- 
ment in diſtant ages. In the mean time, we 
| ſuffer ; ; we cannot but feel public diſtreſs, but 
neither ſee nor know the all-direQing hand 
| that ſmites us. Wilfully blind, we impute 
not our grievances to the ſource é ought, 
But know, O ſinful man, t thou art, to thyſelf, 
the greateſt grievance. Thou vain pretender 5 
to liberty and truth, if the whole world were 
free, thou wouldeſt be a ſlave. What thon 
ſuffereſt, even from thine enemies, is nothing 
to the wounds thou inflicteſt upon thyſelf. 
No man that is faithful to God, and his own 
ſoul, can feel the bitterneſs of woe, Men 
may deprive the freeman of Chriſt of out- 


ward comforts, but not of inward conſola- Pf 


tion.” They may torment, and kill, the body, | 
Þut the better part remains, and will remain. 


1 i in thi bans uf God, or vii ſurvive 
the 


85 Dicer ai ALES. 
the, injuries of this world. Whoever, Fe 
| thau act, look not abroad, but look. into. th 
own, breaſt ; and thou wilt ee, the whole ea 
K ſufferings, unravelled iind ine 
No nz 07 041 16 97 "rt 1 N 
Lach, Goce, then, the language. c of poli- 
tigians is not the . — of the religion w 
profeſs, let me recommend it flor . 
rok ual to lay the words 1 Aae. 
Whilſt the carnal. principles of of the he world t 
' to, make You. ſtrangers to yourſelves, the word 
of God is a faithful, glaſs, in which you may 
ſee, not only what you are, but what vou 
ought to be. It. 15 this, which enlightens the 
the ſecret venom of the heart. ( Her „ then, 
begin the trial; by this, and by. this alone, 
examine your pripciples, your motives, Our 
affections : nor he content with this ʒ but call 
for the aſſiſtance of God's ſpirit there, where 
it is wanted moſſ, that it, wan actually rb 
the cure, and ſtrike. that gc, Which is the 
ſouzce of evil, - You will then-ſee the nocel- 
ſity of the carre&ions of mercy, and fay, with 
| ponitent David, 187 Cleanſe thou me, aud I 
ſhall be cleanſed; fave me, and I ſhall, be 
faved, for. thou art my praiſe.” Since this 
$ the weleomg nd of a aur lives, and laboury, 
whatever 
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. is had, [thy am of the reuly 
1 we haye experieuced,, O 
Land, undgubted inſtances of thy love, in 
.dleſiings, too many to be numbergd, and too 
great to be worthily acknowledged: by us, {a 
we confels,. the evils, we experience, to be 
juſtly. due to gur affendes. Nay, thou haſt 

Wo acknowledge the handof à Father, in our 
chaſtiſement, and we know that thou wilt re- 
move it, when it is expedient for us. Thou 
Father of mercy, thou doſt nat afflict;; wil- 
lingly, the children gf men. We deſire, 
therefore, that the end of thy viſitation may 
be accompliſhed-in us, As we deſarve, ſo we 
willingly ſubmit to bear ſeverer ſtripes, rather 
than fin ſhould. poſſeis its place within us. 


Wos intrest, that the remaining droſt may he 


purged away. The longings of our ſouls are 

pong thee; and, therefore, e deſire to be 
- purified ſtill more, that we may the more ro- 
* er _ bo- ee en 75 
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I. is the privileges of Chriſtians, and of 
Chriſtians only, to entertain ſuch affections as 
- theſe, in the corrections which they receive, 
Happy is it for them, that heir forrows are 
not like the ſorrows of the world. Chriſtian 
reſignation is the balm, that takes out their 
ſting; and, when all other things have failed, 
works out a certain cure. Are we poor ? this 
makes us rich. Do we lie upon the bed of 
ſickneſs ? —a ſenſe of God's love, in Chriſt, al- 
leviates our pain. Do we loſe our friends and 
relations he Lord gave, and he takes 
away. Do we ſee the misfortunes of our 
eountry e mourn the cauſe, and endeavour 
to alleviate them. But ſhould our endeavours 
fail, we remember that this world is not our 
'own, and that better habitations are prepared 
for us. And ſhould we bo called to bear the 
eroſs, in any uncommon trials, this is our 
comfort, that the Redeemer bore it before 
us, and gives us ſtrength to encounter the 
greateſt difficulties. Thus it is that Chriſtians 
are enabled to endure tribulation, and 'enjby 
that peace, which Chriſt left his diſciples; that 
peace, which the world cannot give,“ nor 
diminiſh, which is independent of the acci- 
dents of time, and is extended to eternal ages. 
So that, at all times, they are ready to join 
with 


. Diſconten ceured. . 
with the pious Habakkuk, Although the 
ſig· tree ſhall not bloſſom, neither ſhall fruit 
be in the vines, e dn of the alive ſhell 
fail, and - the fields ſhall yield no meat, the 
flocks ſhall be cut off from the fold, and there 
ſhall be no herd in the ſtalls : yet I ui rejoice 
in the Lord, r 
_ falvation.” St 

To God the Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, 


be all fubmiſion, reſignation, and thankſgiving, 
aid, now, and for evermore. 
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a New, d this b te Lord of ts, 
 Confider your ways... if 


PHE pref here, is the voice of God. 
It may ſeem ſtrange, that ſuch a voice 
- ſhould be needful to perſuade us to exerciſe 
our reaſon, about a matter of ſuch great im- 
portance to us, as the tendency of our own 
conduct. You will all agree, that conſider- 
ation is your privilege, that thoughtleſſneſs is 
your reproach, and, perhaps, will ſcarce own 
yourſelves deficient in the exerciſe of that ſa- 

_ culty, which diſtinguiſhes you from the brute | 
creation. Nevertheleſs, this is the contro - 
verſy, which God has againſt us, The ox 
| knoweth his owner, and the aſs his maſter's 
crib, but iracl doth: not know ; my people 
"RIS doth 


eee wh. 


doth ide conßider.“ Many declarations of 


| this have been ttiade in the word of God:; 


many invitations have been given us to de- 
ſcenũ into ourſelves, and enjoy the peatt of 
an approving conſcience. But men, in general, 
are proof againſt theſe invitations. Though 
. they walk in the 1. ht, they are not bleſt with 
its cleareſt evidence. They have little or no 
| apprehenſion of the diſmal void, that reigns in 
their ſouls; or, if they ſaſpe'ir, the very ſuſ⸗ 
picion engages Ran to turn their dc 


bach. A gloomy . 


One eaſe ore © Rr is 105 add 
blindneſs of men, which makes them i inatten- 
tive to every thing, but'what lies immediately 
before them. ' When their minds are in- 
volved, in this cloud of darkneſs, external ob- 
je lem things of ſupreme i importance, and 
make them content to be ignorant of What 
paſſes within. Obſerve, only, the unthinking EE 
multitude ; they labour for the meat that 
petiſheth, * and are ſatisfietl: they knot not 

the value of that, which . endures to ever- 
laſting life.” "Their fe is a dream; they 
urſue ſhadows, inſtead of realities. Ignorant 
of Lirrougding enemies, and unarmed agaitift 
Whew, ; they! are unconcerned ; and though in 

34 conſtant 


_ «age of, min, the ne- "ar 


2 The 2 5 the 1 Maden in 
others, decp reflection on their ſouls. T his 
frequently invades the ſacred hours, which re- 
ligion demands, and indiſpoſes men for reli- 
gious duties. But thoſe objects, which are 
ſuited: to a worldly. ſpirit, eaſily gain admit- 
tance within, ſome under, the ſpecious name 
of being the neceſſary ingredients of life; 

othen, as the improvers of our happineſs. 
At firſt, perhaps, we imagine we can divide 
the intereſts of God and mammon: but we 
ſhall ſoon find, that the ſervice of God is in - 
conſiſtent with ſuch a choice; that the heart 
that makes it, will incline, more and more, | 
to an earthly biaſs, till, at length, ſelf-intereſt 
will predominate, mix itſelf with every en- 
deayour, and debaſe the e of t an 
jnging e nnd Ae ring 


The allyrements of i} no os —— 
conſcience, and blind ſelf- reflection. Its vo- 
taries have no time to liſten to the ſtill voice 
within. Beſides, ſoftnelz 5 indolence are 
powerful weapons in the tempter's bande, to 
thee the moral Powers, and . the ſpirit. 


When 


"SONY Mt AE Tank 
| quiers, \inrefiftably; the: depraved alfettions; 
umd ird yoke: lippearzieaty, \and/delightfubeto 
1 be bornen All at ene ieee 


| biſhesy-therefbray: if ibe macho adlladicaiiteanh 


his mind. For what is it, but to embitter his 
deareſt enjoyments to caꝶſder, that they are 
bought with pain, and will; end im dehth! ? 

%, ite Bun 2nt gion r Stil 10 82002 
he cvils of this thbughtleſs νdditionrate 
thany1 to bel hdawed with the:power of felis 
reflection ani yet un to exert it; is muna 
the ſane as to: bo entitel deſtitutꝭ of it. Let 
the conſequemtes of an indliſcriminate indul- 
gence bei ven ſo dangerous; the ſenſual app · 
tite is blind and heading, and, aims only at 
preſent ſatisfactian : The only, ambition will 
be to enjoys the d labour, to gratify the 
paſſions. But .chaſejpaſians/ Will, prove — 
tyragts oi tho ſoul. :: Should; they heſk, be in · 
dogent. baving tarnen, whey brooms 


Wai n ente hun A eden gn 


is not ſenſible of it. . The. next ſtep he takes 
m8y:i)gad (bin era fu fit: zend of his 


— 


_ uſing — ſhould aus- 
ereatureg, 1 bMaaI What avails hie boaſted 


only to practico, but to er and perceive, 


guiſh him from' inferior, yet loſt miſerahle, 


reaſon. When, like dumb daga, that cannot 
bark, i ſilently flumbers,' whilſt: the ene 


| deſpoils the fal of dll its ee ad 


peace. ee e wa ST hint bin 
Ik yalt feu! Adair. anus Reb 
n de e e e eee 
courſe of life, the more ſins and follies you 
commit, and your danger! is the greiter 
on that accent, very hh aQtion! with 
keighten your” infenſibility ; til at length; = 
darkneſs 'will” overwhelin'you,c unable: not 


what is good. When yo are wretched; and 


5 miſerable, und poor, andblind, and habet ; you 
will fay:thatyow are rich, ant increaſed with 


goode, amd have need ef nothing Then 


will y ſleep; when alk things are dwalte 
about ybο⁹ Thü 'wavria 


g6 ſupper wn by 
prepared, but you UU not be ready, - Lighs 
is come, but yon wilt not bear te view it. 


What, then; Willthis/darlinels, and chi indi 


is a momentary hout of caſe; this is a 


ann does not! alleviats) but zygravite;- your 
aan This blindoets is impbted.  Phrougly 
thun, you-wilfully euolude the light / of Gi 
leit uo ſhauld ſes wah, your wb, nd 
oonverted. What, chen, though you! en 
thus fitters of fin with indiſſerenee, or every 
omen, ts the utmoſt yer ge of life; this 


bs C00" ag ob errand | 
Saane miſery, FRG t Ot 


been Ut 8 6 ert E eee x . 


un ſee, then; the ilbeffets-: of: 2 total 
inconſideratian. Hut let us ſuppoſe an has 
begum woll, and made ume .progres in - 
gion: ſtillj a negloct of ſfelſf-excaminition will 


| CN RN Eran cadadents infec 0 


ani drivehin back tb the place from whenee 
2 r 


2 bscit benni t imagine, that 
th work of -religipa- will be wrought in un, 
whother-wo with er ua: We fall, perhaps 


eee abah Sima - | 


1 1 


© double diligenee in future. But hem fill 
wie reddem, or recever, wat W³ have: | 
loſt; if:-we! edll.ourſelves to n account. for 
what. we, haue done, nor ſtudy ta trpain our | 
paſt miſoarriages, by x more ut form :obedi- 
once Howiis it poſſible; but; ſuch ame- 
able indolance muſtœand ina topic Jethdrgy.? 
eboiioq 6 ei d; f tn 10 tuod yiﬀeuromonn 's 2 = 
1oNowloanilch dangenrane: from, ſeli · dela- 
ſion, with reſpect to the tenor of dur con 
duct. Our actions may be outwardly good, 
lat oun motives rung Pride and inſincetĩty 
may infimuate ithemſelves auto aur btighteſt: 
_ vittues; perbapy, aur zeal may not be directed 
by: khawledgeg perhaps, forms of teligion, 
 which-cover the ſurface, may hide the heart.. 
The opinion of the World, which is ſwayed 
by the appearance, not the renlity, of gobds! 
neis, may contribute to delude u What i 
ta be done lin this caſe ? e that would bea 
_ proficient ain i the ſchool! of. Chriſt a muſti not 
only examine his outward / cormduct, but his 
inwardl deſurs. He muſt bring hisxebudrience; . 


enlightened that he maychavera quick ſenſe? 
. 
ad ellas 6 10. to lg * 90. . 5 

ene | i „ oo EST 


ee 2 de Sbhie : Mae 11 . 


dect 1 iat 5: ets 

11K Showa * god Aden dall kells uon; that 
mur ſouls ure out of order, what can concern 
us morę, than to know this calamity, grievoys 
-as:it1is? Surely the uneaſineſe ariſing from it, 


dity. When a man is convineedy'thas herhas 


been unfaithful, ungrateful, and injurious, to 


God, and his Redeemer; it will, doubtleſs, 
_ fill hin with deep contrition, and make him 
deſervedly odioys in his own eyes. But con- 
ſezençe, duly awakened, wall, not ftp. here. 
It wilk ale tell Him, that his fins have made 


t hismedions, in the ſight of God; that, with- 


out irepentande, anti convexſion, his ruin is in- 
[evitable acthat every moment may drive hi 
+t0-deſtry@ion;; that, oven to fleep in fin, 


iche t9:dleep/ in eternal death. How 
mai, who feels the weight of this 


with deep anxiety, ery out, O wretched 
man that Lam, who ſhall deliver me from 
the body of this death. Ho reſtleſs muſt 
he be, till hie betakes himſelf to the covenant - 
ol merey, ;and-gajns an intereſt. in the divine = 
 propailes,?;;Thepy ., fn! will thy wounds he 


healed; va. Shari owl dae 


dy | _ 5 — 


F 


1 4% 
— at lengtb, obtaia an open. fair; and 


d infinitely better than a hard: hearted ſtupi- 
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bim 10 grow in grace; Fe big Mboer this 


1 e ung 
mad. has appear deſtrable. The oluptoty 


will deſpiſe forbidden pleaſures, know intz that 


they are infubſtantial, and, convinced, that 
tlity deprive binn of lid” — Tue dnan 
pand his heart; and e five KR | 
Lures. Aud every repenting ſinner, mem - 
beting tis former bondage, will welcome tlie 


N 
F if tt 1190 
N d 6-2 "6 Abe + 5 . 

85 ber, fare vi n | 
the willing-mind; - Animated ty the perfebt 


Fee rid which be looks, th Obiitiag fal. 


which he in tis Way. - "Hs faith being ties. 
and found fincere, by he 6 of Chriftian 
-virtues, 3 of this Will enable 


not been in vain, "Excited by the profpeRt of 
future ſuceeſs, he forgets thoſe things which 
"are Veſiind, aud äches forth: unte thee = 
things which are before, and preſits tt towards 
the mark, for the prite of the high calling of 
Soc, in-Chriſt Jeſs; 'Seaure of His protee- | 
"Lion, Hothing will ſeerkr 166 Gfieut 46 oo, 
"or Nena to by: a * de. 4 

4 . this 
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-- Brom-henocteutccomfort 4iſes;, the.humgkle 
eee eee we to the fold: of 
Ohriſt, treates à ful af je in bur breaſts. 
In poverty we ſhall God hidden treaſures ; in 
e e idee de ebene ebe 
fail us, we | ſhall ſay, The Lord ig my 
ſmepherd, I hall not want: he maketh me 
0 Be 2 he leidethy me 
.tempt- of thi world, we hall AY 
nnn be fatichied. When 
. <xptrience auinil 
#riſe-of the divint fayour, pihducing hat 
bene of mind, ** which the | world | cannot | 
give,” and the hope of i which it 
Kant take away Are not, . ſuch 
xroſpets, ned ſuch privileges, worthy to be 
 -diſcavertd? Af. hy the blefling of God, we 
| "ark entitled do them, init not of great conſe- 
dene, . 
| op hp... hal 


16 0. * 1 


3 Bat; e of. our — 
Ann * and will. 
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| e wens tur cone We riot, 
One would think' he Ohtiſtiary ned be uin 
niſhed of this; for we, ourſelves, know per: 
febely, that 5+ the day of the Lord cometh as 
@ thief in: the night;' and we are not in 
darkneſs, that that day ſnould overtake. us a8 a 5 
 thief2: we are all the children of the licht, 
and of ithe day, therefore, let us not ſlecp, as 
do others, but let us watch, and be ſober. 
At is the brightneſs of our intvard light; that 
diſpels the darkneſs of that gloomy day. But, 
ſhould / our ſouls be overſpread wilh the clouds 
of ſin, the ſhades of eternal death remain 
_ Who, then; dan ſufficiently lament the . 
nme of that ſoul, that, even upon the eve of 
judgment, bas no eyes ta ſer ita in ward diſ- 
order, not ſenſe to dread its future woes? O0 
death! [how ſevere/is-thy ting to Ae 
are at caso l. Thy tarments, eternity! hoy- 
55 inſupportable to them who, then, ſhall, in 
vain, gonſider ! Indeed; if we are fortifiedby 
a holy ciroumſpection death will be ſo far 
from finding us unprepared, chat we ſhal!l 
meet it with the Miles of a friend we haye 
long expected. Should there, then, be a 
ſtruggle betwixt nature and grace, the divine 
Spirit will ſupport us in- the conteſt; and, 
ſhould. we, * be e of ww" wel 
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| The-Liow of Confllaties. 053 | 
Ane e Sull-extnviabor).rrichhrentrnot- 
— lation; that we have an advocate with the 
2 Chtiſt. Then will thoſe; me- 5 
5 en the happineſs we are going to 
receives and be changed into ſongs of grati- 
„ 0 wee 6 Wen R i? 
 Thotanch bun paz em Ae 0 * 
Nlay theſe refleQions, e engage 
you to begin immediately the important bu- 
fines. of ſelf- enamination- The knowledge 
of (ourſelves is the moſt neceſſary of any, and 
the moſt: neglected. It is open to the un- 
learned, but often unknon to the wiſe: it ĩs 
caſy to the willing, but difficult, indeed to 
the perverſe. Suffer, then, this plain ad 
mithful expoſtulation: bear with ile | 
-exitreat- you to deſcend,) this day, intg your S 
| ! ſelves! and enquire," what is the rilling affcc- $ 
tion of your-foul ? What is the great evil uon 
abhor? Do you compare the weakneſs. of 
your faculties with the ſpirituality of the law? 
and, does this compariſon deſtroy your conſi- 
2 and engage _—_ ſeek for ee 
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Vo yd adpire after the ſablane viebuen bf br 


Goſpel ; or, voritentyoundelves with ſuck: Ib 


ettaininennts; us ar ſurpaſſed by many bes- 
tens? Of hat con plein ant your dutiea | 
dont fathion, or humour, give them birth ?— 


er, do you break thrbugh every daftrytion af 


a vain world, to contend ſor thoſe chriſtian 
Poor me b er e- eee e e 


Saga, "4 8 > 


A 
nl ho not- 0 kth ſuch u  fapor- 
Gel denowledge af yourſelves, as will affotd 


know not how ſoen theſe dreams may vaniſh, 


and give way to ſerious realities. I call you, 


then, by the dangers of deluſion - by che im- 


pportance of the cent by the hazard of u 


miſcarriaq vy the glory of the -prize——diy 


the roercies of your Godby the love of 'that 


diodes redeem you from all 


Forts, and lock not behind you, leſt ye be 
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ebe e now, by which we 


hall be judged heareaſter. That this trial 
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Ne Law of Confideration. 55 a 
gie usa true ſenſe of, and an hearty contrition 
for, our many fins; that each of us may ſay, 
in the linkuage'of true pehituntä,— I have 
ſinned, what ſhall be dont unto me, O thou 
preſerver of men? Behold, I am vile: what 
ſhall I anſwer ther? I will lay my hand upon 
Wy ou; 1 will abhor myſelf, and repent 
in duſt and aſhes: For, ſurely, it is meet to 
be faid unto God, I have borne chaſtiſe- 
ment; I will not offend any more; that which 
1 know not, teach thou en Hoey inde nou | 
amet n . it no mon. 
"ol a * WAN . « 
eli a ak ole Lord, who -willeſ 
not the death of fuiners, Kindle, and eſtabliſh, 
theſe reſolutions in us. Rouſe us from our | 
"Deeibers; by thy Spirit; and give he dn heart 
e know both ourſelves and thee; that, fo. I 
 cotrvinced' of the danger of 'refiifip in or- 
ſelves w ray cake thee for our _ our 
+ e ry eee e 2825+ 
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above. as 
- fourcts,: ſo there is the utmoſt contrariety in 
their effects, which are ſuitable to the cauſes 
that gave them birth. Accordingly, the 
Apoſtle deſcribes'the former, as being eitthly, 


PHERE::is a twofold wiſdem amongſt | 
t men; one from beneath, the other from 
they proceed from different 


+8 


The wiſdom/'Thar! is from ulove if pur, 
then peaceable, gentle, and eaſy to'be intreat- 


ſenſual, deviliſh. All its projects, and defighs, 


centre in the Wrth: This is the engine which 


directs its motions, whether it aſpires aſter 


| = is ended ithin the Ban of ford 


glory and renown, in the paths of honour ;. 
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—_  elntlenviourtiito datisfyi So chat zalb che. HHν˖ 
tions of the cainal miu take deep rovtitheves 
yijrand bring forth varixtyoof cbrruptlird it: 
But this Wiſdom is alſo devilich ; ur / he 
Aepil s-3th author, and unugantef fufp o. 
Toking/ahoiad | We ugs 
men's nature, to make 


Withipretcnded Greddbun, he inakrs 


their luſts. 
then ſla ves till, anured to his ſer wia thay: 


come to reſembie im. in- his male Valent qua- 
lities, and ſiew their maſter ĩniitsſpiritual 
excetics of pride, malice, divifion, oppolition;> 
and fyrannical oppreflion-: ( goto (7 


> blowrldlerent/55 this, wiſdom, from that. 


Seek, ee Tha nem above 
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to gh den treated: full of meroyy and grad: 
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haunts cel 2 by 
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WY Rats intra of-thaſe. 
virtuns;: which: farm the charaſter af vital | 
_ raligiat.nt* Every gend. ift, ſuit thei A 
a; e and every! perfeft.gult,. is mn above, 
and comathdewn fromthe Father of lights): 
Merctuatuve: bearsthe MP em anne ee 
 whith, - though: ft ceff by art, and adorried) | 
with cuutward-edleuringy ane! ſtil-like the vine = 
of Salem *:vahoſe-grapes are grapes af gall}. | 


trarꝶ what cm from above, muſt bear the 
fimiliculy: of G T Spirib is pechliatly 
ſtiled:Holy;- a1 being the root of all holineſs 
and gnodneſ@,; It is: this}: through Which we 
a united brit; dur Neu- and elidbwed 
wü thuſe virtue which Atrelt in, Hina 
Saithat: vhete there. is. the eri of Chriſt, 
them th minch of: Chriſti - The inoceftity! 
af: aligoynion;. and co leu with him i 
very emphatically repreſtnted; by r L 
himſelf,.— “ As the branch cannot bear fruit, 
af itſelf. except ti abide in tha vine, no more 
canze;.oxcept.ze abide in me. Hunt vines 
yea theibranghis t he that abidtth. it m 
madd is him the. fimebringetly forehy much: 

tu ſors without me, ye cam do nothing. 
en * 
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— . wiſe whether | 
partako'of  his:quickening) mflnences j ta = 


ne bat Rind of fruit we produces; aun 


$9150 mot ot eee eb ebnen. 
- #: The: widow, : bat in from: abeve;”-fays 
Ba, & is ſirſt: pure; that ia it pure (the 
heart, and the 'minds:of inen. Lee viſſel 
maſt firſt he clean, before it be fit fan 


honaurable purpoſe,” and: prepared) la in 


maſter's uſe. This: is; therefasc, thaivgion; 
and the prayer of theifincere diviple, Mui 


me, and I ſbhall be clean t let no xbogeitationt 


dio thy 1eryple, but ſearch; 'and cleanſe; t 


teeeſſes of my ſouli with tie purifyimꝑ ſpirits 
. W 
— Tg thinkiit now:quorgins yeicdradll 2 
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sf further, vn the: wildem: three 
above, is alſo peaceable:!!icPhacemmnpmper 
attendant upon purity. For, fram whence 

com̃es arch and/fightiings, cankdivgd;ybu ?— 

coine they not hende n Hf: loſs? 
Lat. iscthe fruitſul parentioſ the various das = 
ere ht ätifelt che worte for;)what ton | 


| 

5 

1 

\ | 
. : 

4 * 
| 


__ — — ee eee 
| the e cannot give,” ant; which thrives. 
6G) 


— ; jt, for.,gthers. , 
1 . 10d hy Gals # | 


g They w 
Aiſpute g \ follows, than, have, 3 
bens. Their quarrel is with. their own fins; 

Seit bees. Mith all wen, and the.whole,cre- | 

. Hod, tet didob CU. 
eden een wodbiydd Ou 2 7 Fra An 

nen of heavenly wildom, .is 
F dave,” upon. is. beptiſm, it "I 
as, doubdieks, emblewatical of that dove-like | 

: diſpSlitign, Whichdhould, poſſes the breafts of 

all. 'wbo.geceived. the. celaſtial meſſenger... It | 
z this, which robe the lion of his ſavagenc, 
:andithe ſenpent of its venoms. Fer men, Who, 

r l | 
e Vor-. 2 they, 
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Wo |: 
he . | 
a are, by rengioh, dif" their 
i — 2 ee Art tuned, and 
they betome Nie Witte dhildren, Ht do- eur 
we Jake SF OUR Alt tue Cha we 
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LOVE : rey never au- 
go dt lin 8 


Attache f Wai, 6 The Lord's ke?! There 
We — and 1698, A ther 
\ Killers, WHich'"rtithes then urch, a 
+ orbf8i8ticns,” In ther duty; 10 than their 
F 
tal Oe cent- As they are Poverned by 
——— VOChAR; Whey. are endowet with 
the merknefs — — and, us it Was ſbte- 
"ted er Me- e he rieb, nor ury, 
neither mall äwy an bear his vice inthe 
ſtreets, ſo do his followers ſilentiy tretd ue 
fame lowly ſteps. They ſhew no marks of 


\Þy ente nden 2000. ob S il 
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hes ate, Anibrecvery 
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Spe werle ractide. Some men iare of ſuch 


. mn * 
en vier, in their own” conceit, than Faw 


en z n ngtted oak is as eaſüy bent, as they 
n igghned 49 the juſtaſt coapliances. True 
f . * Obrifions,;00- the: contrary, are convinced, 
both af the natural weakneſs of their undęty 
ſtanding, and the obliguity of their. will. 
They are very jealous, therefore, leſt they 
and, be. warped by the deceitfulneſs of their 
an hearts: do\ that, they regard, not ſo much 
ahexelfiſh ple as of their:gywn bumonr, as the 
| ibinfled difates., of reaſon and religion. 
| Fbgy embrace the truth, wherever it appears, 
apd-hlefs the; friendly hand that guides them 
, Grace is ever ingenuous ; it enlarges 
abe hggty And opens it to calm, conviction. 
Aha is e dere ot ara ious ſpirit.— m What 
Ano pt, teach thou me:; and thisrits 
Aeareſolue; . If I have, dove av wall 
d e., Oh 1 haw happy would be the 
white nof Chriſt, did this teachabde ſpirſt 
prevail in thoſe that hear them 1, Their voice 
uld newor, then, be the voice, of terror; 


but ayonld flaw with nothing but mild . 
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:abovezis alſo,full af mercy 


meney," and renders men a | 
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love, they find themſelves rich with heaven 
treaſures, ſo that they have no inclination to 
exact the uttermoſt farthing from their fel- 
low-treattires: Let thoſe be rigid, Who ve 
unbleſt; let them ſatisfy, "if they cän. the 
erivings'&f — oh 7 He gra 
42 | On alte 95 is 7 ati © 
Chriſtians have the rnb firm confvition, 
that «« God is love” and, therefore, were 
hatred" to reign! within theth Katey muſt 
know, it Would take them mot Unkte to 
God, and odious in his fight. Heger it ig, 
that their power is never the inftrument of 
cruelty, nor che office, of ſeverity.) What 
ſoe ver creature'is the obje&t'of merey Kinds it 
from them. They heal the woundz of the 
Mita; they prevent the cries of the 
Ae the brutes partake of their com- 
on! Their enemies bluſh to indy that, 
for hatfed, they receive good; for eures, 
f Vteffidge: T Nor are the fincere eminent" for 
rheirforgiving charityalone: for, the wiſdom 
that is from above, is alſo full of good fruits. 
Indeed, it would be ſtrange, if the ſeed' of 
God, when cheriſhed by his care, and em- 
braced by thoſe” Who feceive it, ſhould not 
bring forth variety of fruit. For, “ groe is 
as n to * land," ſo thaty/whon 
watered 
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The iy lun from above. 165 
, watered by it, . Jacob ſhall take root; Iſrael 
call bloſſom, and bud, and fill the face of the 
world with fruit. In like manner, the hearts 
of men are, ee into pity, and 
their hands opened to relieve the indigent. 
They confider themſelves as the ſtewards of 


Gags and the Pao the appojnged receivers of 


— Sk to mean Mw? unbiaſed 


by any thing but univerſal love. This makes 
the rich willing to impart their liberal ſtreams, 
in proportion to the fulneſs of their fountain. 


Nor are the faithful poor les ready to caſt 
their mite into the common treaſury, that 


they, may teſtify, by a 5 | 
enki here: made of, 90 eee, pb 


N 141 


mee rn of the heavenly widow: 
Py that it is © without partiality,” either with 
teſpect to themſelves, or others. C God,” 
we are told by St. Peter, is no reſpecter of 
perſons;“ and they, who are taught by him, 


have their minds exerciſed to diſcern between 
good and evil. Hence, they are endowed with 


a ſingle eye, and unadulterated taſte. Con- 


ſcience is, with them, neither blind nor in- 
_ __ are willing, that this ** candle of 


d' ſhould ſearch. the receſſes of the 
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166 De in ant above: = 
beet, chat they" may Aber chefr \jwarl 
cotruptions, and, When diſcbveved, tiottify 
and expel them. They defire no toleration 
for a favotirite luſt- ne ee mptidt for- the 
fins, that eafliy beſet thein:” They are tibr fon 
of excluſive privileges, nor inffft upDn inju- 
rious rights; and, 4s'they del falthfully-with 
themſtlves, they judge irtpartially of Gthets. 
They are not biaſſed, by out ward fhow U a0. 
cept the perſons of the wiglity, not cf the 
prove happy, nor ſcottiflly tread upom their 
poor btethten. The inward glory "bf the 
Chriſtian ſhines brigtiter it! their eſteem, thin 
the magniflcence of Kings, ot the retibwn Uf 
vittofivus generals. Led by the plaiti Som- 
mands of Chriſt,” neither reverttice,” nor 
friendſhip, obſtruct their paſſage to immortal 
blits. No attachment to à party, in religion, 
debaſes their minds; nor do the loudeſt calls 
of artful men betriy them into the paths of 
bigotry and ſchiſm, © With reſpett te their 
cenſure of others, chriſtian love is the prinei- 
ple that ſways them. No differenee ef epi- 
nion alone, can make them judge harſhly uf 
others, nor coldneſs of denise fin them 
with evil ſurmiſes. Though they jadge then- 
ſelves with ſeverity, they judge others wich 
eee, and * _ final dots e the | 
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deent Jade of all! 1 h hesity. faith the 
Apoſtle, # delievtthallahinges!? charity hopeth 
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ir, had rather exr with love, then hold = 
gy maps e G Won 
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Tens; religion - £985-/0pe veg, cyrther- 18 
is alf without hypogridy:” jar 
Chriſtians ate clear. the light. aud. pen 25 
the day. Phe fun Wants ho addition to its 
beams 3 no more da - fincese; behevers, need 
either guile, or ofteptation, o make them 
more gonſpicuqus. It is impaſtible ghet hauls 
be true light, which is {et up. for a mark gf 
vain glory, and is fed by the vapor af papylar 
applauſe. G men, 38 they tecęive all 
22 fram God, te him look for their 
reward. They embelliſn ags their chargcter 
by falfbend ; they hold not pack the truth, to 
gain the praiſe of men. What, though the 
world -negle9s, and deſpiſes them Pe 
world, thou kpoweſt them not l Far ſuperior | 
do thy cenſures, and thy applay(e, they have 
the teſtimony of their own hearts, which is 
better than a thouſand trumpets; they have an 
humble aſſurance of faith, and firm confidence 
* Gadd, who dee, a en. er 


re * M4 | Thus, | 
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| Thus, my brethten; 1 have endespobred -o 
enforee the Apoſtlen character of tnic)reliv = 
gion. Let mo intreat you, then, doe | 
_ yourſelves, by theſe marke, that vo⁰ may | 
know whether you'belongto'Chriſty or nt. 
You cannot refuſe the trial, becauſe the day is 
coming, when there will be an exact ſcrutiny, 
not only of the actions, but of the principles, 
of men: when the Lord ſhall ſearch Jeru- 
that are ſettled on their loes. Should any 
be reſolved, now, to avoid tho ſorutiny, I 
would addreſs them thus, Vain deceivers 
will you walk by one rule, and be judged by 
another? Will you take your ſentiments of 
religion, from the maxims of a corrupt world, 
when you have that word before you, which 
condemns its corruptions? Though you im- 
| poſe upon poartelves, ean you impoſe'upon 
your Judge ? Can you expect ſalvation from 
his hands, without bearing the marks of ſal- 
vation? Judge, therefore; — rr 
. _ be wor Judged of the urs” 
| in ae 
„ d erde e e eee 
mie aſk you,. Are you defrrous of the wi. 
don, that is from above? Are you enamoured 
of its excellency ? Do you ſeek for it, as for 
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biddantreafures?—Or; are-you fully ne 
hi invaluable gift ?/ Are: you ſtudious.of 
univerſa] purity?. Or, do you greedily imbibs 
chief felieity in debaſing enjoyments ?. Do yon 

follow bothout ward, and in ward, peace ? Or, 
are you ſlaves to reſtleſs paſſions, and turbu- 
lent deſires? Are your ipirits tamed by reli- 
| Sohn diſciphna ? Do gon willingly. put on the 
| of Chriſt?—Or,: are you apt to 
flame, in fierce rebellion, whenever your will 
meets with oppoſition? Are you eaſily led 
into the right way? Do you ſuffer the word 
of exhortation from your teachers Or, does 
a ſecret indignation riſe in your minds, When 
we deal faithfully with you; ſo that, fully 
viſe in your own conceit, you eloſe your eyes 
againſt the light? Have you felt the emotions 
of a ſympathiſing ſpirit? Are you xcady to 
forgive multiplied offences, with the ſame 
Or, do you harden your hearts againſt your 
brethren, and brood over your reſentments 


in eyery labour of love Or, does your for- 
Ay betray itſelf, by- the ſelfiſhneſs that 
2 vou? n in your obe- 


dience, 


e er t ſatiafaction ? Are you fruitful 
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the judgment you form of your neighbours q 
Or, are you Warped, from the line of duty; 
o yu, for yout own partiality to ycurſelves? 
80 that, indulgent to yourſelves aldue, you 
are ſevere only to others, and, ſo fan farget 
your. ſtation, as to fit up for judge of your 
fellow - creatures, and, by that means, betray 
# your' outward appearance a real-.copy: of 
neſs f your heart by a fair outfide;and-think 
to atone OR by an aſtentation of re- 
ligion? 12691 1007 vet inn, Jo 
Nn Hirth 11 £4 2 reiner. err (rn 
Do you, chen, my brethren] in that; ac- 
knowledge the neceſſity of this wiſdom, 
that is from above? Vou cannot have it 
without its fruits: nor will the fruits be 
here; they will be manifeſted, to your un- 
ſpeakable joy, hereaſter. This wiſdom is the 
one thing 'needfal : there ean be no ſubſtitute 
for it; its loſs is not to be retrieved; ' Be 
faithful, then, be earneſt, in its acquiſition ; 
Oh, ſearch for it, as for a pearl of great price, 
which will make you rich, indeed. Seck it 


5 © The Wiſdom from-above;, 171 
from that heavenly wr mem: which, 
alone, yeu obtain it fanpr lack wiſ⸗ 
dom, Erd atk or giveth to all 
men liberally, and node not, and it ſhall 
be given him. ihe, an inexhauſtible 


fund in. e 6255 TL Chriſt, who 
hath opened the treaſury of the divine riches, 
and invites the ber, W Klute, to partake 
of them. To him go, aſſuredly knowing, 
that, in hin, al} fulneſs dwells; and, that he 
is as liberal of his erer ey gr whe are urgent 
. bee e Wi YS wk vr ws ee 
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1 you are already poſſeſſed of. theſe hea- 
venly graces, diligently cheriſh, cultivate, im- 


prove them. The ſame ſpirk. Whic . 
imparted them. will chen cοEfe 
their poſſeſſion: {Þ that, hyhis cptoperatien, 
you will go on from ſtreagth tbo-ditengah, 
ſtom ont degree of grace to anather, till ye 
cotne, im the unity of the faith, and of the 
-knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect 
mag, unte the mraſuss of the ſtatuse af hne | 
| ee IR Sr Brig a. d N 3s 7 
elbe. N Tem; 151 7 
N te:God the Fathers Bed the Son, and 
God the Huy Gp, be. all Hanour, and gl. 
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bpenſed wich. But, when they ſhould pain 
poſſeſſion of the land of promiſe, Moſes in- 
forme them, their wanderings' from duty 
it may be owned, and we have the Apoſtle“s 
tteeſtimony for it, was very burdenſome. At 
the ſame time that it had the aſpect of mercy, 

5 in affording employment for their faith and 
hope, in the typical * of the atoning 
facrifice 


* 


Ao 
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facrifics" of Ohriſt, it tended to bridle their 
corruption, by the rigour of its precepts, Be. 
Jor6"fire"etifored, ole in junckioh alene was | 
Butz in proportion ug the paſſiotis of 
mem becume exorbitant, commands and pro- 
hiditions were multiplied, and penalties were 
added; to make them effectual. The Apoſtle 
tells us, „ that the law was not made for a 
xighteots mah, but for the ungodly; and for 
Uinners; for The unholy, and ee | 
ever, the penalties of God's law being re- 
mote, except with reſpect to the jewiſh: na- 
tion, eveſy ſociety of men hath found it ne- 
ceſfiry to apply a more immediate reſtraint to 
the human paſſions, by certain puniſhments, 
proportioned to the malignity of ere 
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Nevertheleſs, the ſame depravity, which 
made reſtraints neceſſary for man, at firſt, 
maltes him averſe to ſubmit to thoſe re- 
ſtraints- He has ſtill a humour to be grati- 
fied; and a will to be indulged. He is, there- 
ore, deſirous of being his own maſter; and. 
though e e in words, his | 
| .revalts againſt his pattie wht - K 
r * * 
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80 perverſe is man made, by his Si- 
tions, that the more liberty he has, the more 
chedis yrged. en to dienpuſueſt. Miran 
Seed men, in franing laws for ibuman, - 
auch have always hren canefial netto ine 
tte rights of humanity! Hor he topy{ewme 
| upon human faith. From ihense, howgver, 
ahis imporſeQion ariſes, hat, thorkuvs Stil, 
 admetimes, be ihadequnte tonctheir and lat 
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: Glves ef this, to eaukeiply-difordors); he! in- 
Auvuee of power; and wealthy will e the 


poſſeſſors an uncumtrouled range j b dt l. 


 tertide endeſſes, like abxious weeds, in- 
kitdly foil, will thrive excocdinghy,in lad 
of freedotn. 19 fk 18. 7280. dt νj,]ii "oo 21. 18 
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many, n o {own nation. Our great ben, 
too uſten lated by the privileges of /their 


' rank, breaking through the reſtraints. f x- 


ligion, from a libertine education, and en- 


claim the further privilege of living above 


the das. Whilſt the poor take the advan- 
tage af tlieir lenity, to add boldneſs to their 


offences aull, becauſe they are det free from 
oppreſſion, ſet themſtlves fret from ſubor- 
dinatiotw alſa. This ſpirit of licentiouſneis has, 
within a few years, in this country. greatly 
inereaſed; The conſpiracy againſt ordar 
ſeems, „general amongit us. Duty ais 
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is requiied af eve. judge o morals, and 
every .diſpenſer;of the word of God. . ſhall, 

therefore, in the following diſaourſe, ſhewithe 

evils of licentiouſueſs; or, ſuch achahavioun, 

as tramples on the. reſtraints, by divine, or 

human, Jaws; frſt; Mth reſpect to the peace 

and order of ſociety a and ſecondly, with reſpect 

to man himſelf . as nend, land acoountable, | 

gen. nylon ods Mel paidlind.. Ne 

+00 $1918 nue . hadd &; en ene 

.-:And; firſt; the rights f individuals are no- 
eſſarily circumſcribed within certain limita, 
becauſe chey muſt he>conſidered with refer- 

eeeece to the whole ſociety. Had mam full 
| liberty to do what Was right, in his on ee, 

no ſociety could long ſubſiſt. Men's paſſions 

would: interfere with each other: what was 
moſt deſirable, would have the moſt nu- 

merous claimants. Oppoſniom, and fierce 
-contentions, would ariſe z'craft. would ſucceed ; 

and, mutual diſtraction would be the iſſue. 

But let us ſuppoſe, as we muſt, that there are 

 xeſtraints, yet ſubject to be broken through. 

In proportion as theſe: reſtraints are deſpiſed, 

men will encroach on the rights of others. 

. The laws cannot provide againſt every injury, 
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foges will Protect wany; -apd.pumber Will, 
ſocmetirses, bid defianceito the juſteſt penalties 
of law, So that, what licence began, - under 
the aloe of - Uberty. will end - 18:;angroby. 
This is ſtavery of the maſt griexgus kind, in 
which there is neither peace, not order, nor 
property, nor protection. In ſuchis | 
the moſt worthleſs will aſſume the grea | 
 apthotity ; farce will uſunp the place of wil- 


dem: and men will. have, many maſters, 4p 


Trayngange pf their paſſons ohh + 


4s Tiumenble ate H. A gar; inſtances of t ell, > | 
2 abit: 5 ; and. Na N 


444 
* 


f = EY, 00h SV 

t of. rebellio oo 

I'S i ons Kon 

95 ts . as of injuſtice,: the mer- 

yh prreiows that then provid, together _ 
6 top Fl rey of time religion, 

ae ane without aſtoniſhment, 

e rn gur es E e | 
510 
OY! 


7 by 5rIna former ages gre there 
"RG eee 90 ae 1 


nd. preſent. 


„20 


9 1 | 
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os | 
eben — horror. 
rors, which ſhew the extfav: of buman 
licenee: by gradual efforts, it, at length, eſtas 
bliſhes the empife of violence; and, by whats 
ever nume it dignifies itſelf. every duty which | 
we owe to God is ſure to be degraded; and the 
moſt virtuous, and conſeientious, will be tlie 
eben mitem 161 $3 wo" 1 (ee , 
arg 3d) i099. Hig ov, Roger 
Tos men; by doing whatever is Agde in 
their o eyes, are, themſelves. | 
of trus Bberty// Nothing is ſo eafily perverted, 
by the licentious, as freedom; and therrföre, 
free governments, . in o order to preferve. i it, 
LY whilſt, they are tender to human 1 rmity, 
ould: check the firſt efforts of the bold, and, | 
with unrelenting hand, ſhould execute 'the 
_ laws againſt al ightot offenders. "What 2 
detightful proſpect would appear, alas! too 
pleaſing to be expected iti theſe ſcenes "of 
guilt, if juſtice always overtook the iert | 
aggreſſor,” and if mildneſs were not abuſed by 
the licentious. A free conſtitution” would; 
then, be the greateſt of earthly bleflings, 
ſince it would be a bleffing t to the good, ro 
tection to the weak, a ſecurity to the mn 
Cet, 4 Pelier 4 th wretched. Te eier 
deren wou then, be beard no note; | 
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thezprafane would be dest; the: fhymelels 
wound not glory in their ſhame; nor 
neſa appear with nthe enſigus of { authoritys, 


Religion would, then, be encouraged; the 
modeſt would be rewarded; and pious men 


bot, ſecondly, let us cumſider the evils of 


men; {When men of carnal minds habitually- 
commit ſin with greedineſs,;:th& voice of con- 
ſeicnee, by being frequently checked, daily; 


' becomes weaker and. wWeaker, till, at length:; 


che underſtanding is debaſed, and the common 
nations of good and evil, aſtotiſhingly per - 
verted;/: Trifles are then reckoned things of 


the higheſt importance, and whatever ſuits 


the depraved appetite, the chiefeſt good. It is 
in vain to talk to ſuch ſinners, of the mild, 
and placid, virtues, of holineſs, and divine: 
pleaſures ;1- they are foreign to their 'reliſh.. 


glory in their deliverance from its bondage: 
Accordingly, they eſteem. thoſe to be their 


trüeſtf friends. who would. diſcharge them 
from their obligations; and thoſe, the,betrayers; 
check WE 7 


of their. en ORs 
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with reſpect to the ſouls of 


It is in vain to talk of a ſenſe of duty: they k 
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doing wrong! Impious perſons think: it 4 
part of their liberty to profane the ſabbam- 


day, —to blaſphetne the name of God, and 


to trarnpl vn divine ordinances .in full ſecu - 
rity Schiſmiatics claim a right to vilify their 


proper paſtors, to myltiply dviſions, and in 


troduce anarchy mto the church af COhtiſt. 


I be ſeditious demand a licence to deſpiſe au- 
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tbority ; the mabrious, to diiſtroy priymte 


characters; and bath of then ta ſpread their 


poiſon; atid their ſlander, to the utmoſt poſe: 


fible extent From this ſpirit at is, that arro- 
gent yoong men hohl de aged in conte. 
tbat men of low degree, paſs by their pe- 
riors without reverence r they claim the: pri- 
vilege of the fathion to chrry, in their neck, 
a ſinew ſurtned of iron. From this ſpirit it 
is, chat the lewd, and the woluptueuz, give 
we \rei to their corruptious, und withhold: 
not their hearts from any joy. TIndeed;: men 
my 1 long indulge thls evil ſpirit of licente, 
as really de think, that, whatever gratifies: 
heir humouty or thei Pride, is/Jaſt- and 
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ture is urged Wo d on tomaintain itſelf by contin ont un! 
tforts3 gil, at length, after repeated: grotis | 
Kentiong a1 habit id formed, which becomes = 


partiof oueſeltea, and is diffuſed: over all b 


faculties Sin, then, becomes umatiable, ahd 
unrelenting ; and che luſts of the ald man 
er 472094 bike that of the Behician, 
mighty power. With finners, Ile theſe, the 
common methods of reformation fail. Heat - 
ven, and hall, time, and eternity, are ſwal- 
bout up in their benighted ſouls: They take 
fim at every oppoſition to their a genâs abt = 
whenever! opportunity parmibs, are inſlaradd 
te degtee af erceneſa, le chat of: lavage 
beaſ(s-of kak 8473 3451 Jt ft: 1123005 
of HAT * T Tart Yo 78815 Made 
nt Well, Abes, tagen licentious; | and unge- 
vetnable, ſpirit) contra” a\hagh degrae- of 
grilt) inthe: ſigbt of Gods! Quicwels, CO 
forrnity , and pautuabſitbjeQian; re. ordmanciꝭ 


wilt follokv peace, "ind . :brder, ad obedũ· 
dude. They, who repacitnct; wäll juftif 
cheunſel ves, iu their can cg, in au dppbſite 
dumed ner! Af the las are again Hemi, 

hey wal be againſt the laws. 9 
| bra on their * * 
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7 G tbeir adds May! e ther alten 
offends againſt the majeſty of thei idol. 
obligatiôns, human and divint, muſt ſubmit 

_ to'thils, 15For,-confoiente'rcawhbve no place, 

there d coneeited ftubbornnef rules the heartꝭ 

of memo Know, then, O pe whoido-what. . 

* E nip er bar tépe Ke 
___ veofferid ybut murmurings un our oppuſi · 

|  - tibns))are not againſt mari; but againſt the 
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51 we, haycada to this, That the licentions 
perſon diſb ni Ris profefſion;randrendunces | 
che Guſpel of. Chriſt, What are the virtues, 
hat ate rehomihended there? Hurnility, 
contentment, reſignation, andthe frequent 
abridgement of lawful liberty. Theſe are the. 


Voͤrrtues of the vrolr I theſe are exetnglifitl in 


11 ſhews us, that che world is not our haus; 


me life of "Chriſt; But theſe are ſpurned at 
by him, to Whoſe taſte they are not ſuited. 
It / is true, theſe are duties enjoined by the 
SGoſpel; but he will call h, Gaſpel, Which 
bas no duty, dt. : However, hel cannot 
er the nature and truth of things. The 
Goſpel ſtrikes at the heart of his corruptions. 


that we muſt be raiſed above it, aud aſpite 
after a ahnen, The children f 
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* this world, ,then 1; ma) 5k. for;an; habitation 
here, butithey will ngt find it,. FPolitician 
| max. form, plans, of freedom, independent 
| God but men, will not be more free: civil 
liberty is. real ſlavxgy, if deſtituteę of chriſtian 
freedom, Heucpiit is, that the Goſpelſpeaks 
vot the language of politicians... 1t.conſtantly 
refers the proſperity, of the world to: the eſta · 
bliſhment of the kingdom of Chriſt. So 
that, When the royal graces of the Goſpel 
flouriſh, and abound, then peace aud happi- 
nels ;hkewile ; true liberty is ſecure, 
and flayery conſined to e lien. the pgs 
godly,and diſobedient, - m WH beine 
wy li dicker ov. 2016 twig, nouftit do 01 
veAndred, , God, often, 3 bis diſpleaſufs 
zgainſt · che licentious, by taking from, them 
that, freedom, of which, they know not the 5 
uſe. Many nations have made long, and ob- 
ſtinate, ſtruggles, for liberty; but they have 
mixt with thoſe, ryggles faction, lawleſſ⸗ 
neſt, and, a diſreqynd to God. Providence 3 
Was, therefore, againſt, them, and they rer 2 
8 being de- 
priyved of equal laws, or enjoying only. the 
name, „apd the appeaxance;, of liberty, But, 
though they ſhould be permitted here, to gain 
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7 ö 
n 
% 


* 


mere yon ill be brot 


une et Mii 


, — 
AY che dtmöſt better Gai" give; dee be 10 
gory ith forbearant®': fbr, tnighiy nnr 
Vb panty KUL. hd, Gad 
they be Hürled, through their ohn per der- 
netz, into theſe regions (Gf oel ver H 
alitapſo ef Hope bt enterz they with Wen 
knew that the fevereſt! 2 
ferved for theſe; that dared” to eBihtult ates 


Eous: Hig decal yy red to 0 N cel 


Tao 1) ft WW eng ever gdb. nodw: „16d 


My brethren, G bers GR been afjpeated - 
„ P Cil fociety: vf privis 
lezesz às Engine, have! been Uftelt res 
counted,” Suffer me, aft ind ko ee 
the chriſtian glaſs before you, which will not 
dtter; butz if your are wrethed, Ae 
Fi. „fr on- Wretchedne Rinke 
eben; Wen all earthly Ui Gehn re 8 
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any oh FF 
under kn la) to Chriſt ?: Do 
With ett y erdimincé uf fan för the Lofd's 
fbr ? Or, de you fefüſt obedience, whenit 
i nec fred vpe yu f Im You 6; this plain 
conſeQuenes! iriſts,Atlist yu ate governed 
by the cirnal mind; Mat y purſe whit you 
dude rewoubeed, and Forfar your Ule't0 the 
diefſings" of 'the oheiſtinns! cet. Bling, 
c ddr principles; Hour Con, and your 
manners t review Reſt {micfied, n 
longer, wich porſung wist is right, inn 
cyes i but remember; de ia why, wich 
ſeemeth right unto a man but chꝰ enð theteer 
ere the ways of death.” © What, then, will it 
vo H diſterbsmes, 45 following ths, ways of 
FOE en Ged's bool Vetta 
Gall eur deviations 
— enn 
_ it is writton therx $54 Io iflib Io $18 bo 
© en e % A gain lusg 1 | 
0h Hupe, Wen, ds purchs tho chitltg ind 
the mind · of Chriſt. When ye Hate tab. 
Witted vobf Wüls de hi ah che SHE? 
of children yo will brodke che cnoſt. Palin g 
muy and 8 2 8 than? Wen 
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denz unto qu, the, whole. mau gf. Goc 
that, y0u, may; accompliſh this vi ry: 5 t 
the ſame; time, that you are grateful for the 
privileges f civil liberty, .xqmemben.to aſpire 
after the ſuperior excellence of chriſtian : lit 
berty / Vouf love gfi,arder; will, „then be 
/ elevated. to chriſtian virtue vqup loyalty to 
your, prince wall benacpepted, ande ge Warded, 
God, becauſe from him it ſprings ; and 
vou, yourſelves, will be: more jeſtabliſhed, in 
faith, hutallitynobedieuct, reſigustion, pati: 
enoe. Theſe are tho marks of ttue/ freedom. 
Theſe are attznded, by cpnſolstion, peace, 
dignity; and cleſſing. r. 4 04011 17 gf. d. 
3! Ai, nods eM d aligab wings add gta 
But, ſhould any amongſt yous Which G 
| orbid, ſhelter, yourſalves from tha conViction 
of theſe truths, under: our. palitical,,,or-reli- 
gious, opinions, ſuch ſhelter willi he rVain. 
Vous ſin will find you, outs tar, God and 
you are of different parties, Produoe, then, 
your cauſe; bring forth your ſtrong reaſons; 
collect your, force, and ſet yourſelves in array 
againſt him. If, this be madneſs, you have. 
no alternative left, but ſubmiſſion tc his will. 
Toi day, thereſote, 4 if, ye. will hear, his 
Voice, Darden, not ou, hearts ; Yep er ß 
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p lace, to court your approbation, and 
aim at a popular, character, we ſhould cauti- 
ouſly avoid the very mention of fins, ſo enor- 
mous as thoſe, which the Apoſtle reproves in 
te text. However, this is the burden, the 
relation we bear you lays upon us, to ſpeak 
to your neceſſities, excluding from our ex- 
hortations every topic foreign to our truſt, or 
unworthy of our office. So that, whatever 
duties are contained in the Goſpel, we ought to 
inculcate; whatever fins are there forbidden, 
we ought to repreſent in their proper character; 5 
porwithſtanding the whoſe ſentiments, or 
= prejudices, 
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prejudices of bur hearera. And IEhave, 
 thereforc;-choſen the words of the tai be- 
cauſe I am perſuaded they: areco- exceedingly = 
applicable. to a great number. God, farbt L | 
' ſhould ſay the ame ; 
Apoſtle, St. Peter, could Ae Have produced! 
Words more compreheni ve. or ſuitable to: 
their real «+ manners, . Ereſumptuous are 
they, ſelf-willed;:they: are not afraid to ſpeak 
evil ef djgnines? % ad wa or Herb 
692-1810 dig zb nid a i leo eee 
1 mall endeavour, inthe! following di- 
courſe, 10 ſet forth the peculiar guilt of theſe 5 
ſinnecs, tit, by warning you ef their pra- 
tices; ydu may be preſerved Ie , 
| ths de ue) rea 07 SET, 20) 


Mia arg 35 gant a adn; e, A lan 
0 10 che füt PEAT finners-the Apoſtle: 
5 mentinns, ares'5 preſumptuous, that is, bald 
and darimg in their offences. This fhews 
ripeneſs, und perfection, in ſin. 1. God: batch 
been pleaſed to ordain, that fin ſhould not ar- 
rive to its completion, e gradual _ : 
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us, and Icdmpels ua: tohteſpect the willloiny; 
_ the! Virturs, tl age; the ſtation» of others: 


Ty beser iar allee ia kind if taſbfol-ſhame; which: 


= | conſcience; hich, aided by»the.divine Spirit, FO 


keeps under the petulance: of youth. There. | 
is n fear of that Panifhment, nchich human 


las have annexed: to certain in urious prac - 


tices⸗ Above all, thert are the checks of 


Warn us of the guilt: and qunifliment of fini; 
But all theſe may be overcome: experience 
convinces us, that a high degree of ſelf-con- 
ceit makes young perſons deaf to the calls, 
and admonitions of the wiſe that the more 
Ve riſe in ſelf· eſteem, the leſs we ſhall regard 
thaſe endom ments in others, Which challenge 
our veneration; that many, who reverence. 
an exalted ſtation, make a mock at grey hairs; 
that many, who are awed with riches, deſpiſe 
the ſuperior eydowments-of the mind; and 
that tank, and. ſtation, loſe their authority, 
when a ſpirit of faction, and falſe liberty, pre - 
Vvails. The baſhfulneſs of youth is often very 
early diſcarded; it is a troubleſome compa - 
nion, and checks the career of their diſſolute 
ſpirits. As: to the dread of human puniſh- 
ments, who knows not, that the law, if ãt 
does not entirely overlopk, connives at. many. 


e nne, 
9 I NOD . 


. 1 % 
vided; through ehdvemdifMnyor fall6lenity; 


of juries, aud misgiſtfates i and the vermag? 
nitude, and popularity, of erimes, are ſome- 


titnes the means of eſtaping puniſimenrn. 


-f100 19739701 q ν⁰² un not wo ones | 
10 The: hacks of battlenbe ue alſo liable 
to be5:@vercome;" God's? ſpifit will not 
always ſtrive with man a after many warn 
ings} do no purpoſe, the very means of grace 
decome the mean of obduracy. The balefuln 
effect of all this is, boldneſs in ſin which 
operates, in proportion to the number of th 

reſtraints that are overcome. Thus it is, that 
men, being made forgetful that the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigueth,” and that they are | 
dependent upon-him,forgetful; likewiſe; of 
the raulæ they hold, with reſpe& to their fel- 
low=creatures, loſe that ſtability, which ariſes 


from the divine ſupport. Nothing then re- 


mains, but that they aſſume a falſe dignity, 
make themſelves: their on idols, and-cloſe 
be as Gods... * U ce DC tt. 
i to BG 35. ij, Dο, SOD EG aig: 1 


It is this boldneſs in fin; eee men 


troubleſome, and injurious, to others. Having 
laſti the guards. of virtue, whatever paſſion 
| be egg $4" | 
+ T1083 | 2-0" — 


wn nee een 
of paſion is eee 
beation. If it be pot; difbonourabley-inthe = 
eyes uf the world, it becomes matter of hoaſt : 
ing, and of triumph. Hut, ſhould it hs conn» 
tenanced by national manners, however con- 
temptible in itſelf, it aſſumes the thgnity of 
man of nleaſure iuto a beaſt of privy, in be- 
traying innocanos. and: bringing mi vpn 
_ whole/families.: Pride ſwe lis into atragance4 
and ill- manners, intod inſdlener. Wherever 
buman laws are ſilent, che preſuraptyous Ga» 


ner: takes iht advantage, and faigeamtherape B 


portunity, to; commit iniquity. Should they 
happen ta be ſuſpended, the maſt flagrant acts 
of injuſtite will be perpetrated. in the face; of = 
| the hin; and the moſt-abje&; of maphind:will | 
: nenn Ir W eee 
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Sinners of 2 complexion, as hey arg 
 intoletable to others, ſo they are no leis hurt» 
ful. ta themſelves. For, if every: departure 
from God produces miſery, much mort an en- 
tire alienation. from him. The very privi- 
| rr 


0 5 pr, #93 
thidit ns“ It tempts them, ef 
inclinations are indtilged, to be offentlers. By 
ſeeking eittelß in ever) giatißtetiba, che) falt 
into the various evils, and diforders, Which 
acbompany exceſs.” Sotmiktitdes, they becotme 
early victims to theit folly; or, ſhäuld their 
ſentence be delayed, "their heatrs, on that ac: 
count; are fully {et iu them to do evil. But 
let them not glory in this forbearance; the 
ſeverity of the divine judgments is ſometimes 

feen in hardening -thoſe, that are already har- 
| denied; eld preg ebb rs drink the full 

| ee en ee M31 303; dee Dos 
1449/23; bam 2000754 [vs A. 351 3H 
„ot Gestagen property of theſe 
ſinners is, that they are ſfelf-willed.” The 
conſent of the will, in ſome meaſure, adheres 
to every fin," 'The' commiſſion of it gratifies 

our paſſions; and, thorefore, it becomes the 

object of our choice: at firſt, perhaps, with 
reluctance, becauſe it is againſt our real hap- 
pineſs, and the unbiaſſed dictates of our own! — 
However, the perverſe will of man, . 
1 wing its own. deſires; gets freſh vigour, - | 
in proportion” to the tt udtiuonb 4r/tmeets- 
with; ahd, at deu gthyrby. an Habitbal ; indul- 
gene, bedenes the Krongeſt chain that bind i 


the human heart bid „ 
1 | : 


0 


Po 


bow aten bun ary be ram of Dur 
deut, even in. trifles ?. You are ac- 
* to thaſe trifles, and vindicated by 
ſelf-loye, in their purſuit. But, with how 
much greater difficuky is the will to be can 


trouled, when it is engageq in the ſupport of 


your deareſt inclinations. Let your under- 


ſtanding be ever ſo clearly convinced that you 
are doing wrong, if your own ſelf· will urges 
you on, you will hi in doing wrong, againſt | 
the reproof of others, and even of your own 
and even the terrors of an avenging God. 
But let your will be once turned, the charm 
is broken, and * en, Wade wh loſt his 
traf 12 INT; £81.44 4 
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5 145 and be esd, ibfred,. that this 
| happy change is ſeldom wraught in the con- 
tumacious ſinner. Fer when the will predo- 
minates, it calls in the aid of other facultics, 
to ſupport its claims. What, though argu - 
ments may be bseught, from: a_ variety af 
topics, againſt his practices, yet he alſo reaſona, 
in his on defence. Tha more knowledge: he 
a endowed. with, the more ſaophiſtuy he uſes. 
He finds ſome refouree in vulgar prejudices: 
dern Wire 
1 . * 


daties which he hates. Though conſtrained 


| Revs te Dyna: BY 
holds it up to ridicule. He attacks the de- 
trines he cannot comprehend; he vilifies the 


to confeſs acknowledged principles, he ſo with- 


draws his attention from them, that they have 


no operation upon his mind; He is then 


future world, he rejoices in his portion, and 
thinks all is well. If the light that is in him 


enabled to call evil, good; and good, evil. 
Diveſted both of ace Rp or 4 


be darkneſs, how great is that darkneſs ! En- 


compaſſed with error, he miſtakes the plaineſt 
road; and, deſpiſing all wiſdom, but his own, 
he diſdains to be led into the right way. In- 


deed, he miſtakes: a perverſe, and obdurate 


heart, for an uptight conſcience. —— 
as this condition is, it is the portiaa di many. 
under alarming viſitations, and even 
the bed of death! Have not, then, the mi- 
niſters of religion reaſon to warn you, ** left 
any of you be hardened, through the deceit- 
fulneſs of ſin ? And, ought you to account 
us your euemies, if we frequently caution you 
W nnn * ee 87 A 
Mt N 
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taken poſſaſſiom of the heart, 2s men are 
diſſatisfied with God's plan of ET 
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and cannot brook that ſubordination; in which 
they are placed, how / caſy is the tranſition, to 
expreſs with their tongues their inward diſ- 
guſt ; and, though many ſcruple to go the 


lengths of the blaſphemer, with reſpect to 
their Maker, yet, pretending that God is not 
concerned to ſupport his authority, where he 
has placed it, they are not afraid to ſpeak 
evil of dignities. The terrors of the Lord, 
indeed; were they properly weighed, as they 
would fill the impious with trembling, ſo they 
would repreſs the boldneſs of the intemperate 
tongue. But when men are under no ſuch re- 
ſtraint, from religion, they will avail them- 
ſelves of the weakneſs, or forbearance, or im- 
perfection, of man, and ſay. we are they 
that ought to ſpeak, Who is Lord over us? In 
the mean time, the contagion ſpreads; the 
conduct of ſuperiors is made the favourite 
topic of declamation; and the loweſt of the 1 
people, who are certainly the moſt lioentious 
Of all ranks: amongſt. us, become pretended 
reformers, and point out, with malicious ſa- 
tisfaction, the faults of che higheſt. ¶ Nor do- | 
| they blame the fault alone, but, perhaps, the 
_ virtues: ans — 2 
| preentation, M fr q 4 Pn iv, — 
9 ' s Q "Let 
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from a regard to character, and good opinion, 
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Let us, now, conſider the ill eſect of this 


behaviour on ſociety. What is the end of the 
different ranks of men? Are not ſome placed 


over that order, and harmony, and 


juſtice. may take place in the whole commus 


nity? But, how: can this be obtained, if men 


| deſtroy the reverence due to governors, and 


pull them down to their on level? In a land 
of liberty, here the rights of human nature 


are preſerved, men are prompted to. obey, 


Mhhere that is loſt, the authority of the laws is 
in danger likewiſe; and the generality, it is 


to be feared, will watch the opportunity to 


evade them. The quiet, and peaceablez and 
they who obey for: conſcience ſake, will ſuffer 
on that very account: eee pro- 


een oy can give them. 


u af Nr oh tobe Nun e 8. 
If we bene ee neee e 45. 

nity act in the moſt determined oppoſition to 
its dictates. The Goſpel rule is, to ſpeak 
evil of no man, becauſe it is contrary to the 
golden rule of love. But, to ſpeak evil of 


dignities, offends againſt both love and duty. 
It is to offend\againſt thoſe, whom men are 


under peculiar obligations to honour. Chriſ- 


— to pray for all that are in 
Hoybatw ons 00 3 authority, 
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authority, that men may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life, in all godlinefs and honeſty. 
But the malice, or the pretended love, of an 
ſiſtent: nor can any good ariſe: from the 
prayers of the hypocrite, or the profane. 
Wicked men, indeed, are not carefol toanfwer 
in this mütter: they are unconcerned about 
conſequences. It is pre-eininence they hate 3 
and, therefore, they attack it: it 3s God 
government they diſlike ; and, therefore, in 
#01 wer tk bis will, —_— invade iris pre- 
ann 5 iN ug baud naehe 
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Since; a theſe „eerst the extreme 
aner of human nature, whence” is it, 
that perſons, - pretending 0 religion, often 
carry an unbridled tongue? It is, becauſe they 
are but pretenders. Some miſtake the form for 
the ſubſtauce of religion, and deceive their 
own hearts; others; mixing their own paſſions 
with it, ſwell with pride, and vanity, and 
divide the church of Chriſt, inſtead of grows 
ing in love and chriſtian graces. Therefore, 
they become falſe accuſers, whilſt only their 
How different was the behaviour of the gteat 


Apoſtle, nay, of an Archangel, towards: ac+ 
af £728 „ 2 - knowledged 
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Fins Reverence to Dig. 
knowledged wickedneſs in high” places? St. 
Paul retracted what might be thought jut 
ſcverity, in one of his exalted character, as an 
— — towards a perverter of the laws, 1 
wiſh not, brethren,” that is, I did not con- 
ler," that he was the high-prieft; for it i: 
written, Thou ſhalt not ſpeak evil of the ruler 
of thy people: and St. Michael, in a con- 
tention with the prince of darkneſs, durſt not 
bring againſt him a railing r nN but 

Rid. denen eee | 
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But you will, bebaße Wy; Des Spes 
ſtation ſatickify a fault? By no means. It i8 


highly aggravated, and more offetiſive to the 
divine Majefty, on that very account. Muſt 
the great, then, not be told of their offences ? 
Undoubtedly. ' Confider, now, the perſons, 
againſt whom I have been directing this dif- 
courſe: the publicly ſlanderous; the preſump- 
tuobs: the felf-willed; thoſe who judge with 
igncratce; and cenfure with mice ; thoſe 
who abuſe their liberty, and are daily diffuſing =; 
their p6iſon, and who, though their ceafures 
were Joft, are ſtill more guilty than thoſe they 
blame. Tt 'is the duty of | abHhoriucd in- 
ſtructors, in the ſpirit of zeal, and of love, to 
ow faithful in rebuking fin, whether in high 
f 8 
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dt low. to warn the higheſt of heir ingrati 
fude, and of an approaching rechoning; and 
In this, likewiſe, St. Pay); bath; ſet us a noble 
example. When he ſtood before, the Roman 
governor, a man of profligate manners, % he 
reaſoned of righteouſneſs, , temperance, an 
judgrqpot, to come, and made Felix tremble 
e oi Joo LE 10 bas z al vitae 
Tei us enquire, chen, boni private, Ghriſ 
tian. will bebave, when, iniquity abonnds in 
high places. He ill, gertgiuly ayord. public = 
ſlander, for the reaſons I have mentioned; 
Hau, be will diſcourage ig. by gl]. means, in bis 
power. He, that has areal aygrſop to fin, | 
will not make it a, matter of mdicule, ar ſelf: 
applauſe; the more deſtructive it is, the more 
he il lament it z he vil beware, of, its con. 
tagion, and dread, its progrefs in himſelf, If 
thery be many Examples of wickedveſß 
5 Ang the greats it is certainly a, great, Cala; 
wity. andi a loyd call, to all to real purning. 
It would be f. galamity, my brethten- were 
de without blame, But, is this ally, the 
: caſe? If. impiety, and forgetfulneſs, of God, 
be f too general among. hem, do we abaſe.our- 
15 ſelves. before him ?., Are they lovers of. plea; 
| fure? Do pot Pe of ey ex their capacity 
Ars e a 
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utility, and of our particolar intereſts Þ\ This 
in more than can be, with truth, affirmed. 
They cannot command events, or ſtop the 
raging of the * por — the madnels, 
| and _depravity millions. In the mean time, 
the public ſuffers, and they cannot help it. 
They, can reſiſt the torrent of iniquity, but 
caungt enſure ſucces. - They can frame Jaws | 
gonduciye to happineſs, but, through. the de · 
pvity of others, cannot enforce the execu- 
tion. They gan be liberal, in founding, and 
ſupportiag. various inſtitutions of charity, but 
cannot command the; gratitude: of. thoſe they 
ſerye, But, my brethreuy have, he ng charge 
againſt ur? Good men have, for being ready 
to follow their d, not their good, example; 
fot not preſerving the limits of our ſtation, 
and giving no honour, where honour, is due; 
and God has, for peryerting the light he 
affers, only, for the diſcoyery, of defects in 
others. S0 thet, a EAN Er EN As 2 
ee, Wert een argon 
Agthe nn se a Bor 15 4 TIS: 
* Ob, Ihen, that every one, who names; the 
name. of Chriſt, would pay a greater regard to 
the wiſdom of his Goſpel, than the maxims 
of a miſtaken world.,, I not ſupported by 


= Goſpel, ae faint gli ue hin: it 
againſt 


> 1 % * | 10 A * a, , ; 


againſt this, the 'clamours of multitudes are 
of no force. Be diligent, therefore, in en- 
grafting that tively word into your ſouls, and 
you will have a touchſtone, by which you 
may try the ſpirits, -and be enabled to judge 
rigtiteous Judgement. As the Hing'oracles of 
the heathen world gradually loſt their power 
before che Goſpel light, fo, #ow,' it is able to 
diſcover che devices of the crafty, ts well 8 
the impiety of bold pretendera to lberty and 
truth. Without this, - you are "deluded by 
every idle tale-bearer, and the prey of many 
seſtroyers; greedy 1 the ſcandal of 
che day, and utter n to'the"condition 
pe eee * 5 u nt 5 
19817 101 , A e. vas foinig 
ſtole, it is in vain for you Gebote 
che force of theſe: refſections; and, ſhould 
you be guilty, it will be difficult to give them 
their full operation upon your bearts. For, 
from what variety of arguments will vitdi. 
cations of yourſelves ariſe ! How many pa. 
ſions will be ſtirred'up, and ſpurn at the in- 
truſion' of any other ſpirit than your- own! . 
But remember, that the word ef God has 
ſtronger reaſons than you can bring, and 
there are more potent affections, which de- 
mand entrance into your hearts. The reaſons 
| 3 
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are, thut your ſins will find. you out; that fin, 
being /unmortified in its principle, !forbids.re- 
condition with God; that his terrors are fet 
la array agulnſt every oppoſer of his Kingdom. 
When hel reaſons. are dely weighed, and ap- 
pfied, bythe) ſpirit of Odd, to your fouls, you | 
_ will chen be humbled befure him, withdraw 
L. een ne dadran _ will, 
n of ————— | 
wounded, che ren oof e ſinners 
un ene ond div banks 

y | "2 V2 18005 Hu 1 a 977 
Come, then, to the great phyſician, ou 

that know the forrows of à heartꝭ revolted 
from his love. Take bis yuke upon yo, for 
« he is meek and lowly in hearty and ye\thall 
find reſt to your ſouls.” You will aſpire after 
real dignity, and defire no pre-eminence 
among . thoſe that contend with God. But, 
knowing your own. place, and ſtation, you 
will keep them, Humble as children, you 

will receive, with meeleneſs, the engrafted 
word, and will grow up, under its guidance, 
to be, in underſtanding, men. A regard for 
God's authority, in all the relations of human 
life, will diſtinguiſh you, both from the liber - 
ey _ han . So that, even in 
this | 


4 
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dis arrogant age, you will not be aſhamed, 
either of the reverence due to your: Maker, 
or of the regard yon owe to your ſuperiors. 
This lowlineſs is the way to exaltatian :; and 
at laſt. hen the ſon of man ſhall come in 
his glory,“ whilſt the bold and obſtinate, 1 
froward, the ſelf-ſufficient and rebellious, and 
they who do not tremble, when they ſpeak 
evil of dignities, ſhall tremble, when they 
hear their final ſentenee, Go ye curſed,” 
and ſhall be thruſt down to hell, you will 
aſcend with ſaints, and reign re 
live for ever with the Lord. ' 


jor on ilirOq eig et ON nt 10 c 
* To: whom -no1tb J the- aeg and be Holy 
Gbhoſt,.,be: all glory, aud mapeſty aſcribed, now, 
and ſar euere. m vin bien Me 2 
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' HEN. I confider that you — all 
VV. | been daptized · in the name of Chriſt ; 

that you profeſs allegiance to him; that you 
acknowledge you mult ſtand, or fall, accord- 
ing to the influence of his Goſpel, upon your 
lives and manners, I ſhould ſcarce imagine, 
there would be any occaſion to prove, by 
variety of arguments. or recommend to your” 
practice thoſe duties, which, had there bern 
no revelation, you. could not have neglected. 
but at the expence of peace, and the happineſs 
of ſocial life. But when I reflect, on the 
other hand, upon the difference between: 4 
nominal proſeſſion of 'religion; aud ats via 
99 | W cnergy 
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energy and power the gpest force. ef , 
cuſtoms; the mighty tyranny of national fins 

over the mind and conſcience ; and the plau- 
fible claims of an unſubdued and independent 
will, all conſpiring to make you evade, and 
even deſpiſe, the plaineſt obligations; I ſee an 
abſolute neceffity to build theſe obligations 
upon the firmeſt: foundation, and inculcate 
them with the moſt oh motives, | 


Sobjecuon to governors is one 10 thoſe 
duties, ſo expreſsly enjoined by the word of 
God, that you cannot diſpute it, without re- 
jecting the authority of that word. Render 
unto Cæſar the things that are Cefar's,” ſays 
our Lord. Submit yourſelves to every or- 
dinance of man, for the Lord's fake,” fays 
St. Peter. Let every ſoul be ſubject to the 
higher powers, ſays St. Paul: he adds, For 
there is no power but of God, the powers that 
be are ordained of God.“ As n conſequence 
of which it follows, Wherefore ye muſt 
needs be ſubject, 333 bot alſo 
eee Lun Die n 
9 At 75 +40 
That A ebe eee eee 
denied: for e bought to H God rather 
WER + 1; 2h ; the | 
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 theiend,; terminate. in this, and are to be de, 
termined. by the n manifeſt calls of God, our 
country, and out paſterity. But theſe, ex» 
cepted. caſes, are not mentioned i in holy ſcrip- 
ture; for they carry their own, proviſion with 
them, Self · preſervation will engage men 
more powerfully to oppoſe: the encroachments 
of tyranny. than conſcience toward God to 
ſubmit to mild and legal governors. Indeed, 
there is ſeldom, occaſion to iufiſt much on 
the boundaries of a duty; for the corrupt 
heart of man is too apt, of itſelf, to make ex · 
ceptions to whatever duty it is naturally 
averſe, |. Many, therefore, regard this duty of 
obedience as if it were made up wholly of ex · 
ceptions, reaſoning againſt their obligations, 
and explaining away the divine precepts. A 
— too prevalent amongſt us, and 
of very dangerous tendency... I ſhall, there- 
fore, confine. myſelf to your neceſſities, aud 
endeavour to apply the po the text to 
yen: and conſciences. | 
rb Tun ting borme- 15.247 2% het ah 
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implies obedience. The end of it is, that 


peace; and order, and harmony, may be eſta- 
bliſhed. The forms: of government” are, in- 
trad, maricus; dug to the genius, and ne- 
bas 3 . | ceflitics, 
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Kennt of different eee but they 


1 


Aiffer more from each other, in their outwatd 


adminiſtration, than in their ſpirit and inten- 


tion. Hence the Goſpel, which was intendet 
for the good of ſociety, as well as indivi- 
duals, eſtabliſhes obedience in general to the 
powers that be, but interferes not otherwiſe 


with human ſyſtems of government, ſo as to 


| prefer one before another. It is to no pur- 


poſe, then, for Chriſtians to reaſon abſtraedly | 
upon the power of princes: Whatever go. 


1 juſtly command, they are bound nd 
to obey. Laws, indeed, are owing to the im- 


neceſſary, no one can plead an exemption 
ſrom them. For if one, Why not others? 
Why not all? and then a general confuſion 


its proper ſtrength and vigoury and conduce 
nn ſtability and perpetuity pf the Whole. 


fig e U Soo outupotk ay 


- Theſe laws are attended with a variety of 


43 ae for without this appeal to 
the fears of meu, they would loſe their force, 


their intention being to reſtrain itheumeaker 
paſſions, by their operation upon e ſtronger. 
ee e nnen 

* 


arne but, as they are 


ſuccodrs bf e dolſüppiy dhe deßeck uf 
-temporal-penalties, by -denounting vengeance 


run God aguinſt tranſgreſſbra, iti future 
wald avhich-thall be as laſtitig a8 them- 


—— 
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8 of Imuſtite· The 


rubiwelfare, uf ql liſe depends on 4 di- 


charge of ſuchi whligations, /as a fuintiy ſup- 
Portad by hum Jaws. But willgow-comply 
Vith theſe; \unleſs.:you are actuated by a. prin- 


Aeptavity:.of manners ſhould produce:a kind 
vf geapral agreement to-ſuſpetd the execution 


nf othe Jaws; : againſt ſuch. licentious ptatives, 


Aſuit the public taſte, wall you; if. deftitote 
this heavenly:principle, glory ãn grauriake» | 
unc todiich-laws ? Nayy will youndt rather 


boat of yu pretendod liberty, and fallo r, 


e eee eee © 
011. 2 2228 . Anm 
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cebyes,- Bu that an outward ſubmiſhom 10. the 


«ple ſuperior to their o.n? Or, if a national 


<dicncey would; that. obedience; beraceeptediin 
th& fight of; God It d not: fori all au- 
hority being derived from him, yqu amiſt ao 
Knowledge God, 111.:yourNubmaitiion) tarthat 
authority. Wer Godota gowern you without e 
the intervention of human legiſhators, you 


But ſince-he»governs:;you-by men, dike yeur- 
ſelves, you muſt regard them as his miniſters; 
their laws as his laws; and their: ʒuſt o- 
mands, as derived from the throne qi God. 
Ab yeur hoants ar thus diſpoſed, ye willube 
NMayetl by am univerſal priidiple-of abedicnde, = 
zintependentiiof faſhion, or the bie uf the 
ſinful multitude . When no! che beholds vu, 
vemt will tremble at God's preſence when 
vu dread nm exrthly aveuger, you will re- 
member the Judge of alla Ing thidand of 
. hberty;'yourwnliinoti.abuſeither igdutpence of 
umu tribunals, nor boldlpongnit!fingtbe- 

eauſe;you may ſin with:1mpunicy: Whateder 
vou da, van will do as the ſreemen of Ohriſt; 
And whilſt others are guided by no-confoience, 
8 or a conſcience weakened by ſiuful prejudides, 
or perverted by falſe and enthuſiaſtic notions 

_ wf ireligon, you RAY diſtern, that ſub- 

| miſſion 


AY Sabel for Coiſcleticesfake. 211 
miſion to God iv tru freedom zi and ah 1 
dient mind, ybur higheſt ee aj 

ton oh z2prwme? 9931}. 3512 7 96 1815 30 

vo(This'/ thnbyefiyibridhtpw:Oes Will alſd 

| ebgage vou te Promote the good defigns cf 
your rulers: God hath ſo: vonſtituted men, 
that they mutually require the aſſiſtauce of 
each other. As in the natural body, it is the 
buſineſ of the head to cuiitrivt andthe hands 
| n che political ſyſte m, unleſs 

— p the widde good, 

the:bef# intentions of thoſe that govera,omuſt 

ail af+h&ehd3 for which they were, ordained. = 
incfreegaveromentsyithe intentions of: thoſe, 
that preſide, are rather; appeals ta the con: 

Kzences- of thongqterned, than conſtraints 

upon their will An proportion, therefore: to 

the nfluencextligion has ũpon therm they 


will exert their beſt endeavours. If religion 


has loſt ĩts hold upon the conſcience, virtue 
and publie ſpirit will, perhaps, be the cry of 
their mouths, but the proud and ſelfiſh paſ- 
5Bons will predominate ; ſo that they will op- 
paſe their rulers, for the ſake of — 
They will glory in it, and call it patriotiſm, 
Under their banners, the 1gnorant and bigoted, © 
the lewd, and licentious, will enliſt; and 
323 13 P 2 . though 


Anden! 
- S 


Nor, codeine — — 
Vn times, and nation, for iu proof of this. 
S113 ei 2 bod [nvticn han e iche a 
ed But, remember, hrethren, the kingdom 

be Lord's!) Rightrtarſneſg and, prace oncirelr 
Fiss thronen order and hünmony, bud ſub HII 
fon, aue the injunctions of his almighty/ will. 
None. are enemies to theſe, but the ſpirits bf 
perdition, and the children of darkiels. lid 


Tlie kingdom of God, audi That; of ſatan, ate 
tos: DN ful, and urgent, toizatinait of n 
fivence in the tide of huinam affairs, ſahiſub- 
neſt to God and man will enguge you te 
up your prayers for king und full ſtliat / arin 
authority, that they maybe the inſtrurmama 
cf hu bleſſing, and diffuſd their bemigi na- 

_ Aice all around them. Indeed, what doeb uh 
Ne itſelf require, of 0 but to ſhew thr 
8 5 * 


Fe * 
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efficacy/of A chriſban temper; cunleſs, indeed” 
you! can be. Chriſtians without the performs 
ane of-ohfiſtian dutice;/ and ecperiende ch 
power. of:godlineſs, without the ect of: god. 
lines, without deſiring that the kingdom. ai 
Chriſt" may come, and the graces, Which he“ 


taught, may b ron e gr e 
miſerable ſcenea. 
9H ral ther rofl tf 
: "Another, ane Sl; wrt teaſe 
ee eee eee 
revetenbe and hanour. This muſt de: paid 
not to the tnan, but the office, or rather to 
the man, for the ſake of that office, with which 
he is inveſted. Where this is not the prin- 
ciple; authority is of little uſe. It is beholden 
to the humour of men for its influence 7 it 
derives. its ſupport from the popularity of a 
character, not from the proper officacy of the 
function. A vain ſupport, indeed; wich is 
uo ſooner withdrawn, than it can acither 
preſerve itſelf from contempt, nor others from 
injury But with Chriſtians, the matter win 
bear no contradicton. Fhe rule is, fear 
God, honour the king.” Give honour to 
whotihonoar is due. Magiſtrates are called 
God) minifters; and that, when ſome: of the 
* human ſpecies filled the Highaſd 
3 ſtations. 


. 


, 


214 Sabres for ——— 
"Nations. Upon ; this. ground, then, che re: 


verente you are to pay them reſts. If you. 
bhoncur them, becauſe you are ſtruck with 


the pomp and enſigns of their office, yon 
may as well be idolaters with ſuch a diſpoſi - 


tion. If you are under conſtraint, from fear, 


you pay the homage: of ſlaves. Mean and 
unworthy motives ! But God, knowing their 
weakneſs and inſufficiency, hath laid the 


foundation of this duty in his own authority; 


-. that our religion: ſhould produce, not in- 


deed a ſervile dread, but a ſincere and active 
loyalty, and that our loyalty ſhould-reſt upon 
the an our r gan 74 . 00 err op 


1 


1 ſhall sten one tou inflanes os 4 


ORE you owe to thoſe that are in authority, which 
zs a candid judgment of their actions. He, 
who knows not human imperfection, knows 
not himſelf. What- man is there amongſt 


you, that requires not ſome indulgence from 


his fellow-creatures ? If this be neceſlary in 
the common affairs of life, much more in the 


30 arduous province of ſuperintending an ex- 


tenſive empire. Beſides, princes are leſs able 


to ward off the darts of calumny than others:; 


they cannot always explain the motives of their 


Js —— fy either be inſenſihle 
of 


enn ' © 1 0 I's 
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| of Wrongs, or bear them without reply. 
Common humanity, therefore, to hich. all 
are entitled, ſhould be 7herr advocate alſo. 


But I ſhall appeal to 2, more powerful. one, 


religion. It is a part of the reverence ou 


oe 10 God, to refrain your tongues from: bs 
repreſentatives., . His command /15,—** thou 


ſhalt got ſpeak evil of he ruler of thy people; 


and. his judgments. are kept in ſtore, againſt 
the preſumptuous, the ſelf· willed, and thoſe 
that, ſpeak, evil of dignities. Indeed, the 
lame diſpoſition, y hich makes men capable of 
raſhiy judging ſuperior powers, makes them 
capable of cenſuring the higheſt of all. The 
Iſraelites, ben God was their, king, mur- 


mured., againſt God; they talked boldly of 


their grieyances ; they pleaded, againſt God, 
the encroachments upon their rights, Need 


we wonder, that profane perſons amongſt. us, 


ſhould, endeavour. to maintain their party by 
reproachful inſinuations ; that the preſs teems 
with ſlander and abuſe; and that every re- 
turning day pours forth its rancour like a 
flood. Surely, were it not, that he, who 
commandeth the waters, and ſaith to the 
raging feat. hitherto ſhalt thou come, and 
no farther, e Feſtrains likewife the madneſs 


rn bee e e e 
9780 * "A | 4 "7 92 * © wt dp 94 * S, * . „ * 4 / 


S . 


C 


+ ® 


ol the povilis; + we FR have e bee 
D RE ge IE 


N SR IE SI. FIC 


| Laſuy: Hence, then, we thay lern wk 
SE u dhe piople tet of trus petridtiſen;” "WV 
alk ot ek it, ih the noiſe and Bellowinge 
K unprineipled men; in the advocates fr 
. ſpeaking, and acting, without -comroul; in 
Popular leaders, clated with 'accurſed arbi- 
tio; nor in the flaves of vice and diffipa- 
tion. We have, here, the true toueliſtone 
of duty, and the actions of men; we art taught 
the things, which will be owned, and wiel 
wil be rejected by the Judge of all; we ate 
enabled to give wanton oppoſtrion, factioti, 
rebellion, their proper names. Here, we may 
behold the different ſpirits, and effects, of falſe 
and genuine religion ; and whilſt we ſee true 
religion producing its proper fruits, candour, 
duty, loyalty, obedience; we ſee falſe religion 
* teeming with ſelf. will, pride, ſlander, and de- 
fiting the pure fountain of the Goſpel, with 
Surbulent mn and en n, 
1 1% 
Theos, 11 brothet, yu may n t 
in the public, as well as the private relations 
of he, your buſineſs is with God. In all 
things, he will be mew, he will be obeyed. 
6 As 


, a | * 
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Ky W 777 
A He,“ faith the Lord, every knew 
Mall bow to nie, and every haft 
confeſs ts Och Av yo derive your all from 
hitn, 10 by him dna alf-yout' duties be fan- 
tiffed—to Mm muſt alf your actions be re- 
ferred... Vour very confcietices muft fabmit” 
de his direction; nor is it lawfel for you to 
entertain any other principles of duty, than 
what ke hath- eftabfiſhed, Without him, 
your Hght & darkneſs, and your truth alfe. 
— his approbation, actions, the moſt 
applauded, are of no value; and objects. the 
moſt eſteemed, lighter than vanity. The 
firaple truths of his word are more exalted 
than the demands of patriots, or the maxims 
of politicians; more ſacred than the rights of 
citizens ;- more noble” than the fate of king- 
dorns ; more Taſting than the world. By this 
word, ſhall all controverſies be determined; and 
thus will proye, in the end, not to have been 
between man and man, but between God and 
man. Should your - hearts riſe againſt this 
werful word, yon cannot evade its force. 
As flaves, or free, you muſt obey. Should 
| you condemn it, it will not be condemned; 
mould yo oppoſe it, you fight againſt the 
Moſt High. Bend, then, under the hand of 
your Maker, 'Ye vai POE liberty. | 
abuſe 


N not as ſuch, can vou expett his. 
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28 ST dies. fax, Gonfeience-ſabes 
abuſe nat chat ſacred game;; claim, net; privi- 


leges, Ahich belong jonly to the freemen of 
Chriſt. He is your King ;--if ycu regard him 
eden 
Can you enjoy peace Cen ou proſper? Can 
you, at length, prevail! What, though. you 
maintain, your indępęndency, , whilſt your 


judgment is fuſpepded,; how will, you, ſupport. 


yourſelves, when your empire ſhall, be brought, 
low, and your habitations remoyed, under the 
anarchy and. confuſion, that ſhall. ſucceed to 
ares A „ 0030 6 0 obuckyys 
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Should any of, 1 5 — 4 bee cauſe 
to, condemn yourſelves for neglecting, or op- 
poſing, the duty I have enforced, what hopes 
can you derive from yourſelves | ? If you have 
abuſed your privileges, your privileges will be- 
come a ſource of woe, whilſt the law of God 
has many tranſgreſſions i in reſerve to augment, 
your reckoning. You have no refuge, then, 
but in mercy; no relief from ſlavery, but in 
that law of liberty, which, under the guidance | 


of the divine ſpirit, will reſtore and. renew 


your ſouls. You will, then, not take Our, 
ſentiments of duty, from the cry. of 2 Vain 


wor Id, but the. judgment of Ged., Y 9 


. | ditings iſh. the Klee liberty, ang 


religion. 
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Subjeflion for Canſcience-ſake. 219 
peligion, from the naiſe of vain pretenders 
to both; nor refuſe, to try all your ways 
by that Göpel, Which bbdſbit ebrdained 
to try you hereafter. ., You will know your- 
ſelves, and your rank; and keep your pro- 

per ſtation, The Po God, and the 
good of man, will regulate [your purſuits. 
You will 3 no more from this world, 
than it is able to give you: amidſt all its va- 
rious changes, yqu will be ſteady and ſerene. 
And, as you will live without murmuring, 
you will retire with, reſignation ; and, at the 
cloſe of all, when faction, ſlavery, and rebel- 
lion, ſhall be baniſhed to the depths of hell; 
you will abide for eyer in the manſions that 
are above, bleſſed — harmony, 
— pan rtr s ory 


75 God: the. Father, God gem 5 
the Holy Ghoſt, be all honour, majeſty, and dami- 


* = % * 
nion + aſcribed, now, and for euermore. 
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P de too curious, and, perhaps, un- 

edifying, a diſquiſition, toenquire, whether 
the chriftian worl&is:really wiſer, and better, 
for the great multitude of books Knowledge 
has its temptations, as well as its privileges; 
and the means, by which knowledge is con- 
veyed, may either be hurtful, or falatary; in 
proportion as the end itſelf is well-or I, di- 
rected. However, it is certain, that thoſe 
means ought to be choſen, and preferred, 
which conduce to the beſt and wiſeſt end. 
Whether men, when they have a variety of 
means before them, leading to the attainment 
of knowledge, will actually chooſe. thoſe, 
which contribute to real improvement, de- 
«HALL | pends 


a. | 


penda aporctheir Hiſpoſition bor true wiſdom. 
Ie may then, be to rio; purpoſu to direct the 
advice of the Apoſtle to thewilfally-ignarand, 
$01 the ſcornet, the unbolidyer;) But / abe 
humble, and hriſtiin map, doubts 
deſs; obey tha injunction, ſo as to derive, from 
ducky obedionce; manifold and ſubſtantial bleſ- 


high atjamments;/and ing in the ifulnets of 
dhe gaipel diſpenſation, have mw aded-of this 
method of finſtruction, as being tom dow, and 


wicroly Hlemetital 5 for you willigblerve; the | 


advice 35 giveng in the tevet, to a perion defied 
from his 'chaldhood; with a pious/edicatiom, 
zn eminent proffeient in che word of Gol, 


endowed with-fingular igifts;/ andbeven in hib 


ange. Non let it be-faid,: that Chriftians: of 


* 


youth;condained by the- Apoflia a biſhop ef the 


ehw@eþof:Ephefus! ot - ο⁰ννj,p H Las 


gnnfrpeo 101 eommunogyo: over oaw loi; 


Apbftle.\ Nerd it berrptoved 720 reaſobablt 
areatuges, thatnowledge ds noceſtiry'to: um, 
and that ignorance is the difgrace-of- the: n+ 


thaſe ſunk is benſtulityv that religions know+ 


dove, and reverence; Which creatures owe to 
their Creator, and that faith, which opens to 


2 the 


final ature; Mill it be denied hy any, but 
dad is eſſentlah tothe very exiſtence of that 


n Shapathtag 

the: redeemed a proſpe& of divinetreaſires? 
The very relations, und the end o man ſhew- 
us the deſtinatio of our Pacher talrste, and 


— 4 9 It as 
in valn to ſay i that there is no ooοιννẽ to gd 
far for hocſſary knowledge, and that the mo- 
mtorwathinisa ſufficieſit guide t mati M 
what ãs this guide aitſelf, if amyubproyed; and 
ynenbghtenced?/-Heathens|indeed )Jwhochave - 
no other light, than thut whichos:affordet>by 
the intichatipns vf natutal ionſcienert, uſt 
makes tlie beſt uſe tho tan ot wt the have, 
eee eee ee ee 
| and — of no forge ich reſpect to 
thoſe," who! have Pligg 'for eons 


Hftent'with Norte ic is tb bo (Gupht for apith 
labour, and improved With ure M failute 
here, is attended with greater danger than in 
any other ſcience. There is no ignorance fd 
09 219000 HL. died 1607 bun e, great 
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Feat as that of thepſuul ; ho deluſions ſo la- | 
cmentable as thoſe of A perverted mind. 


dldruls flo 50: ogatot 07 i n t 


au Reesding may Ne. ocnſideted either 48 n 
meals, whereby: attaltiefiyitial knowledge, 


vor drefreſt · our · minds Wit the memory? of 
i tüte, ihich we hive already learnt. 
Wich begard tomcquiritig knowledge it 'Be- 
Moves plain Chriſtians; firſt, to ſeck after theke 
divine principles}: whiph dre neceſſary to che 
yery exiſtence of their religion. Theſe are 
xteriftdifrom'thewordbf God, which; by 1 re- 
Felition, infobeiis us f many things, of which 
naturd: gives: is aio- ihtimation. It ſhewis us 
edu brigm. and our end our miſeryy and dur 
rſtqratiom the influence! of the new co- " 
wnaht, which: God ihathi3) made with us, R 
.throdgh:Chriſt,!arid/its accompliſhment in "3 
[future:worlkds. Hemde ariſes durbobligatibn to 
i ſearch'the: ſcriptures}'ant read them, both n 
c teſt of doctrine, and rule of practice, that 
We may know God and Jeſus Chriſt. whom 
:he; hath ſent ; and that, knowing them, we 
-nkny walk in the light that leads ta everlaſting 
life} Theſe things from their very nature, 
ate not anere matters of ſpechlation e they 
haye a fur ſuperior tendency, than eitheret 

| entettain the curioſity, or grutify the -fapey. 8 
dad 1 
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0 — :anquamted / ita these 
things. is che moſt ſublime deu 00 
neglect them, is to forego the moſt valuable 
Privileges of our nature, nd become hrutiſh. 
Jo ſtudy; theſe requires: nc af aur 
time, and the attention of u eu, There 


is a depth in divine truth, which lep ub 


net vation ſof ſuperſitaial ore dert, and is vnty 
a0 be fathotmed by chaſe. - mall, m, 


learn, ane digaſt theta.” : 24% 
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9 Nor dis reading) tes -aleful to cafieſhi the 


metnoty of 116liginns knowledge. .Gtriking 
and imipottantias the nbjeſts effitarey than 
able to be defaced” by he things, this 
World. The Yancy;-abd inmngmationg)fthe 
cares, aud amtietics, of hte} the warous:ſcanes 
of amuſement; the verybbuſinhſs;tand labors, 
af :the-whidd; the) ſaphiſtrq of .evibmeng1all 
*+enlþire to hot theni'frem3gur mitidai ad- 
ung, .mittwith devotion, brit thummi baciꝭ to 
url thqughts, and our aaffefions..: B kind 
of creative pow-er, iti 8eprafents)abſenoahings 
4s; preſent; pdurs things gaivifible upon the 
oye of the mind; andibrimai the fature wan- 
derts of exiſtence in review: before 19s. 80 
Aat When thoſe meditations, vhioh -celigiot: 
8 „ 
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A 


amen 
bythis piqus-exerciſe they are” refvoſhed,, till, 
at length, they become babitual to our ſouls, 
ae they are eee proſerye.the 


1 requires pa ptophetical gifts. to 
know: the Nate. of that man's ſoul, who ſeldom | 
@r(never_reads We. in which, they 
, Aeg u o e 90 
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Þ ee is th a proper ſequel to hexring, 
r opteribuges 40 mak it efficacious. Many 
attentive, but "without . 15 . 
beat it with their cars, aud are for a while 
impreſſed, (and; oh! how ſunk 3 in brutality 
muſt thoſe be, that can hear it without i im- 
eien) -but then * Vaniſhes, with the 
Preachers voice, and their hearts are cloſed 
#0 all its convictions. The pious and fruitful. 
barer carries his attention home; he ſearches | 
the ſcriptures; he imprints it there in laſting 
charactemm, and deſires that his heart may. be 
the book, in which it may remain for ever. 
This man being not a forget ful hearer,, 1 Ip 
Alger af the works 3s dleſſed in his gerd. | 
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Such a one has learnt the commendable art 


of” ut up the Vacancies of life with im- 
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provement. Men of lcarping, and of late 


may gain, from their opportunities, an hun- 


dred fold. Men of laborious accupations muſt 
be content with leſs. But let ben plead no 
excuſe for g total neglect, of occupying their 
talents alſo. For let me appeal to the moſt 
buſy Does your worldiy Calling givg/you 
no relief: Do you never want to kill time? 
o you never ſacrifice, to indolenoe, thoſe 
hours, which your ſouls demand of 

you t The Lord's day is ſet apart for your 
growth-in religion. You intermit the labour 
of your calling: but if you know. the value of 
time; what you take from caxe, you will not 
give to ſloch and pleafure. If you know the 
prize f your high calling, you will net 


mil. hend the 'canſecrated hours. ang forego 


the work of God, for the entertainment of 


a publig-houſe, Nor will you be content with 


the mere taſk of reading, and then return 
with eagerneſs to your wonted hauiits and 
converſation ; but you will be conſiſtent with 


Jour profeſſion, and frequently forego'amuſe- 
ment, ag well as gain, for the far nobler em- 


ployment of ſearching into the a 
vine wert 
2 ne, 100 9115 $22 91 2815 94:47 8 c- 5 2 
pry £ FAA. 
Ft 313V019 5 | * 
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Nor, indeed, is it leſs pleaſant than profit - 
able. The pious Chriſtian, in edifying, and 
Kilf retirement,” though” dhunted by the vo- 
_ Typtuous, and the gay, eiwies not their-boaſtel 
happineſs. Though' placed in folitode; be 2 
not alome: he enjoys the company ef thoſe, 
who are not to be found upon the theatre of 
the world, and in converfing iti Or, he 
receives the pureſt fatifaQion. Theſe enliven 
the departing hours; and when' they are fled 
away, they leave à fweet memorial behind 
them. Amidſt the ſtortus of liſe he enjoys 
repoſe? he alleviates the evil of the preſent” 
days, by a delightful review of what is gone 
before, or a ſtill more charming proſpect of 
future worlds. O ye votaries of pleaſure, 
here is delight —ſerene, yet lively; indepen- 
dent upon PTY" We e ee e 
adorning, time. es 


"How-fow, then, are ol is PEP of 
rational beings, — how far bebind in the diſei- 
pline of Chriff, who complain of ſolitude as a 
burden; who fly from th wiſe, as their tor- 
alles! Who depend upon company, like 
theniftlyes; for their happineſs, or take refuge 
in forme vulgar pleaſure: The world is tio 
ſchool for juſt ſentiments, or trüfy religions 
2 2 principles. 
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 pagated, and mect with applauſe in moſt com- 


—— convivial club; and the man, who dares 
to obtrude unfaſhionable truths, is the jeſt of 


this touohſtone he tries, and judges, not only 
774 the public ſentiments, but thoſe of his compa- 
nions. The infiquating, tempter, and the ar- 
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228 Profitable Reading. - 
principles. It's. very ; converſation abounds | 
. with temptations, and is full af eyils. It is, 
at; beſt, trivial, often pernicious. Maxims, 
the moſt unfriendly to religion, are daily pro- 


Panies. They are the very life, and ſpirit, of 


the whole ſociety. In religious ſolitude, and 
retirement, far other principles are inſtilled. 
Wisdom, then, takes the chair, and, with a 
dignity uncontrouled in ſilent energy, and per- 
ſuaſive eloquence, inſtills the truths of God, 
By this rule, the Chriſtian's ear is goyerned; by 


rogant ſcorner, in yain _— it: LIT 
the ſteady purpoſe of his ſoul. i a 


Bor many not the faculty of Pots be per- 


may 40 employed to "the good, or hurt, of 
its poſſeſſor. . therefore, we are account- 
able for this, as for all other pany, to the 
Lord of, all, we ſhall fuffer, either if if we h bs 
it in the earth, at vie f t to miſtaken and d 12 * 
foes 0 10 Are $164, 10 lol 
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To | Pati Reid 229 
Let vs etiquite; then, what kind of wiitiings' 
 ſhould* chiefly" engage the” attention of che 
humble ſeeker after wiſdom. That the Word 
of God, the fountain of wiſdor; ould have 
principal regard, can be a matter of no doubt 


with believers, | But no little improvetabnt 


may likewiſe ariſe from the writing of others; 
whoſe piety and learning 


things, hard to be underſtood in the divine 
oracles, "are explained; and · ini g others, the 
6 lively: truths therein Contains, ure upplied to 
the various eireumſtanets, and urgent wants 
of thoſe, for whoſe benefit and oonſolatiom 
they were reyealed: A fithilur conduct is 
purſued, wirh ſucceſs, by the leartied-profeſs 
ſions: the lawyer, and the phyſician; both 
improve by the knowledge, and experience, 


of ithoſ& maſters, that have:excelled in their 


reſpective ſciences: Why; then, ſhouid not 
Chriſtians profit by the labourb of thoſe holy 
men; whoſe ſuperior endowments have made 
ther; under God, the inſtruments of the moſt 
valuable bleſſings ? Amongſt 'theſe, books of 
chriſtian practice che foundation of which is 
laid in the covenant of mercy, through the 
Redeerner, demand the ' preference among 
25 , Chriſtians. .-- Indeed, they will be 
. 23 preferred 


are Well adapted to 
edify the chureh of Chriſt; in ſome bf which,” 
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wekerrad by the ſincere. Nations, howeyer 
orthodox, will not. ſatisfy. thaſe, who. are de- 
fn of eee ee 


n 8 0 en e e o Bren bt tnt 


bew of the eminently bebe, writtow 


by thoſe who; are animated by the ſame ſpirit 


of, piety, are alſo of admirable, uſe, to-.draw 


out tho latent vistues of the ſoul, and inſpire 


us with the noble ambition of imitatiug ſuch 
bright examples. The lowly graces of qhriſ- 
tanity, as peace, męekneſs, humility, | r8- 
{ignation,- ſabmiſſion to ofdinances,. and obe- 
diencs to God and man, want, in'thaſe days, 
order to check the pervorſeneſa of their de 
S erater ff n: bi pion 141: noi 
o²¹]ęi˖jL ue has DH . bY 7 tn MN 
Hut furtſier, reading —— which 
may be uſed to a miſtaken purpoſe, and per · 
verſe end; and it is ſo, when it is employed by 
ignorant and ſuperficial perlons; about points of 


controverſy, concerning Which. men. diſpoſed 
for diſputation, have always differed, but which 
the pretender $0: knowledge, preſumes he can 


clearly ſettle. , This is attended with. conſe- 
quences fatal to true religion. Here, the 
more ignorant 2 man is, the more bigotted: 


Ate — 1 


the more, bigoted, the more conceited, gen- 
ſorious, aud obſtinate. The: imaginary knows 
ledge, he has, is the means of his undoing: 
And whilſt he treats religion more as a ſyſtem 
of notions and opinions, than a divine prin- 
cipſe to rectify the heart, regulate the conduct, 
and mend the manners; whatever he reads, 
it · is wick · a diſtorted eye, either to find an oc- 
caſion-of blame, or dannen 1 8. 
own: vain and —— Wr 

AY ee NN n 
beben lame Weites, ith « 105 laſt 
and the preſent age; in Which, with a verß 
ſmall ſhare of piety, and ſtill leſs of charity, ex · 
pefiencts, and corvictions, aſſume the name 
and character of religion; ſo that every rela- 
tive: duty is degraded, and the finer virtues of 
our calling depteciated.' Not that the true 
Chriſtias is deſtitute of experimental religion; 
but I cautien you againſt the errors of thoſe, 
ſaney, or the mere effuſions of ſpiritual pride, 
fot: the eraeulat reſponſes of God higaſelf, 
Such writings-28: theſe, therefore, ſhould. be 
rejeRed by ordinary Chriſtians, as unedifying 
and dangerous, and ſhould give way ** to the 
88S 
bas 8383 perience 
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 perience is fade the hand-maid;and humble 
UM) of vital and practical refg n.. 
2005 ee 27: rent 90 bel 
r 6 conſider another "inſtance! two, 
in which,” the faculty of f is often em 
ployed to a bad and deſtructive purpoſe? We 
are told that the Athentans ipent their tine 
im nothing elſe, but to tell, or Hear, ſorne new 
thing. In tHis diſpoſttion, vaſt numbers of us 
are their legitimate deſtendants. Po read the 
news of the day is attended to, by them, with 
ſuch avidiey as almoſt to abſorb every oer 
reading: it is their Bible, their Prayer dat; 
' their N hole Duty Man: it is their law and 
their: goſpel: the buſy,” as well as the idle; 
generalhy find time for this gratification. Here, 
thoſe,' who are ſtrangers to thernſel ves, miſs 
employ their time, and their attention, upon 
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| the actions, and fate of others. Here, they 

| learn fulſe patriotiſm, and pretended virtues. 

; Here, they iinlearn' the modeſty, *which erue 

| religion inſpires; and from hence; they.claink 
a right of ditecting. and blaming cho that 
e dbote wem. The effe@of uin d, whit 
4 may Juſtly®be” expected from theſd, who, 
j ungwarded” by chriſtian' knowledge; uhd un 
i | affe&ion for "ie wrt of Gahan 
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led:by libertine maxim, to a moſt libertine = 
eondhauirit>nn me enn: botyet foi, 11 | 
W550 4X5. 572 15 „no be Rita ri ation 

A our newſpapers have contributed to 

ſorm our ungovernable manners, ſo moſt of 

thoſe productions, which are poured from the 
preſs, under the name of novels, tend to make 

them looſe. In ſome of theſe, the open in- 
oentives to vice are diſplayed, to tempt the 

 torruptions of nature to be more corrupt. In 
others, the poiſon is gilded over with decency, 
and enſnares with greater facility, che young 
and unſuſpecting. In others, the moſt atro- 
bious faults are repreſented as objects of pity, 
rather than reſentment. Then their guilt va- 
niſhes, and the conſcienee becomes more fu- 

vourable to vice. In many, that are moſt 

__ admired; ſentiment is adopted for virtue, real 
virtue is never ſeen, and falſe patterns of imi. 
tation are recommended to the heart. The 
obſervations I have made upon theſe — 
ous writings are, in general, applicable” to our 
modern an mn | 

brit 24i4ie 0.71007 T5201 dwg oloig Tl 
is My brethren, ene muchi reaſon for 
lthoſe cautions.” We live in an age; in which, 
books of real W find few readers; 
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appeal to many inſtances of this, if it were | 
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whereas, books of trifling amuſement; books 
in which facred truths art queſtioned. or 


doctrines are inſiſted on, at the expence of 


of morals; or in hich pernicious morals/are 
inculcated, find many admirers. I might 


not too netorious. No. ſooner do marki ap- 


pear, in which, irreligion, ribaldry, aud abuſe; 


are ſeaſoned with a ſprightly imagination, 
than they immediately attract the vultures of 
the land, Who will demand, with eagerneſs, 
ſtill more of | ſuch envenomed publications. 
That you may be. fortified againſt-fuch:poiſon 
as thisg ſeek aſter books of: real uſe, and moral 
inſtruction. Books of , well-written': hiſtory . 
are the mirrors of God's providence. Books 
of natural knowledge, if you have abilities for 


wiſdom, aud power: by attending 4to-thaſe 


ſtudies, virtuous minds will become mort 

virtuous, _ n. wiſe will ain an greater 

wiſdom. „ N * ar? Tr Welt 
+15 ! bos: 


'Laſtly ; ara your 0 — 


talents are, take 10 yourſelves the word of 


God for. your light, and your guard. Read 


— and your — 


your 


2 


Nee ,, 


your reading be attended with deyotion: pray 
oyer divine truths, that the ſpirit of your God 
may make them ſpring up, and increaſe within 


#35 


you. Beware of formality in this, and every 
other inſtrumental duty ;. it will lull to fleep, 
and though vou read, you will pot. be edificd, 
Should any of you, who now hear me, have 
not been bleſſed with this talent, from the 
neceſſities and poverty of your education, you 
have ſtill opportunities for edification, by 
hearing, marking, and diligently attending 
to religious truths; Should any of you, who 
have this talent, have neglected it, this very 
day begin to improve it ; to-morrow it may be 
required. Should you be indiſpoſed for that 
attention, which the truths of God demand, 
begin with a ſhort portion, and conſecrate 
that by fervently looking up to God, that he 
would pardon, and help your infirmities. The 
ſcorner ſeeketh wiſdom, and findeth it not. 
He reads, and becomes more confirmed in 
prejudice and error. Oh! then, do you ſeek 
it humbly, dutifully, affectionately, that you 
may improve under the divine diſcipline, and 
as you grow in knowledge, you may grow in 
humility ; till, at length, every thought and 
imagination bong ſubdued to the odedience 

* | of 
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of 'Chrift, his word may be glorified in you, 
and be to you, as it really is, in its _ n 
completion, 21 word of eternal life.” n 
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496 Ade ebe Father, au 'the Holy 
Ghoſt," be alt ply, and majeſty aſcribed, now, 
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And it came to aa; A ond thoſe 

words, that he rent his clothes, and put ſackcloth 

upon his fleſh, and _— e- 
and went Mah. 


— 


Tu words, which W this 3 

able effect, were uttered by the prophet 
Elijab, and contained a denunciation of God's 
wrath againſt Ahab, for his many provoca- 
tions, concluding with this opprobrious ſen- 
tence, - him that dieth of Ahab in the city, 
the dogs ſhall eat; and him that dieth in the 
field ſhall, the fowls of the air eat. Upon 
which, his conſcience, ſmote him, bacon 
that he. had offended againſt a, God of infinite 
juſtice, and believing the threatnings that 
alice hag denounced. , dener rü * | 
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humbled himſelf before God. Nor was this 


row was real, his repentance was itnperfe&, 
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the view of approaching judgments, he ſhewed | 
all the external marks of ſorrow, We bare 
no reaſon to believe theſe marks were coun- 
terfeited ; for we are expreſaly told, that ** he 


bumiliation entirely deſtitute. of efficacy : it 
produced a temporary reſpite of the evils 
threatened, and the dosm of his family was 
prolonged, till his fon had filled up the mea- 
ſure of iniquity; However, though his ſor- 


and infincere.. He ftill \ continued wicked, 
inſornuch that We a told, “ there was 
none Ihe unto Ahab, abe d gelt hienſelE 
to work wickedneſs in the ſight of the Lord; 

and that, not content to diſhonour God 1 in his 


own perſon; he made Iſrael alſo to fin. There 


is no intimation ef any ehangę in his diſpo- 
fition, and he died with the hy Fae 
with which be bad lived,” aA 18 
g 21 £5379 ODi 2 2061 
eee Aber inbes, in 8 of 
great pangs of forrew, on desu of guike, 
accompanied with fruitleſs petiitence; The 
eoncern of Herod, the repentance of: en. 


the trembling'of 'Felix, are there rec 


Joud warnings to us; leſt we poi vigor 8 
„ my” in eur fs; However, 
this 


eee, 239 
this delufion is not yet eradicated] It cannot, 
then, be improper to ſtrip it of its diſguiſe; 
that that repentance, which brings no future 
ſorrow, may poſſeſs and reſtore our. ſouls, 
Some men grieve merely for the temporal 
_ diſtreſſes,/ to which they ate reduced by fin, 
Penury, and wart, often extort ſe}f-reproach 
from the idle, and the diſſolute. Others are, 
perhaps, unfaſhionable in their exceſſes, and 

ſtain their character; or they ruin their health 
by debauchery; or forfeit their lives to the 
community, for their injuries and violence. 
In all theſe caſes, the moſt acute forrow may 
ſeize them for their crimes, whilſt the vicious 
habits, that gave them birth, remain un- 


theſe woes, often raiſes ſuch tumults in the 
guilty breaſt, that neither affluence, nor pomp, 
nor empire, can quiet. Tiberius confeſſed to 
the Roman ſenate the horrors of his mind, 
inflicted dy his enormities; and Nero, after 
the murder of his mother, imagined that he 
was haunted, and poſſeſſed, by the furies. Al 
this is very conſiſtent with the hardeſt heart. 
The wickedeſt of men are thus conſtrained to 
peit an unwilling teſtimony to the divine 

̃ | W 4 


240 — 
juſtiee ; as Chriſt, in the Goſpel, forced the 
demoniacks to cout the e of hit 
nen 10 ind an, * N Ai 
* unn OTE TRY Gl? | er dl LO | Ln ig CH; þ 
The dread, which. ax "feel, from the 
ren of their own minds, may be ſo 
great, as to Rifle every other thought. .Hence, 
the influence of ſuperſtition to alleviate the 
torments, which their fears adminiſter.” 80 
that they put on the garb of mourners, and 
afflict their ſouls. In this caſe, they think no 
ſacrifice too precious, where with they may 
appeaſe. the wrath of God. Many have over- 
come the power of natural affection, and of- 
fered up their children at inhuman altars, 
whilſt others have endured the ſtrongeſt 
bodily ſufferings, for the good of their ſouls. 
Is there an enlightened. Proteſtant, amongſt 
us, that does not explode ſuch remedies. as 
theſe? Yet how many ſtill make uſe of thoſe, 
which are inadequate . to their cure? They 
have committed iniquity; they dread the 
puniſhment, and therefore they grieve. But 
det them not miſtake ſuch ſorrow as this, for 
true repentance. It will be found, that, 
ſhould their fears decay, their contritjon wil 
RNS: won TAK: me. preſent danger 
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| Genuine Repentance. 241 
exaſes;/ their luſts return, and take full pos- 


Sametime, the word of God may be ſoap- 
plied to the hearts of wicked men, as to cauls = 
great-commotion there. It did ſo in Ahab; 
in Simon the magician, and in many others, 
conſtrained by their terrors, to acknowledge 
the: power of that God, whoſe mercy" they 
reje&t;» Sometimes, it goes further, and cauſes 
good beginnings, We are taught this, in the 
parable of the ſower: the feed that fell upon 
it quickly ſprang up; and promiſed fair for a 
future increaſe. But not entering deep into 
the unkindly and accurſed foil, it had no 
laſting hold, and as quickly withered away. 
In like manner, how many are ſtruck, with 
the importance and danger of their ſouls 3— 
affefted with the ſenſe and demerit of their 
ſins, their cries for pardon are quickly over; 
their repetitanee wants its! true foundation, 
W l e temptation, leaves 


Vor. I. nothing 
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242 | Genuine Ripentancts 
nothing behind it, but, the ruing af broken 
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Beides, many feel remorſe deep; indeed, 
but nat ſuffieiently extenſive for tha demands 
of the guſpel, the commandments of which 

are exceeding broad. So that hypocriſ aten 
maintains. its ground, when ſupported by par- 

tial oonVitions; and ſincerity, in ſome paints, 
endeavours to atone for inſincerity in others. 
Hence, men, repenting of ſome ſins moſt de- 
voutly,! cheriſh others with abundant com- 
placency. 1 Perhaph, my brethren, we are con- 
cernad, that we have. neglected religious du- 
ties; but, do We equally condernn ourſel vea for 
the dealings of injuſtice, and a worldly, and 
# 2Varicious,;:; ſpirit 7 r, e are willing to 
be reconeiled to our neighbour, and make re · 
ſtitution; but, are we truly contrite that we 
have rebelled againſt God; aud do we pray. 
with earneſtneſa, ta have our pardon ſealed 
in theilblood. of his ſon We are deſirous to 
give vp great and natoriaus offences, but plead 
tor oontinianet in fore; darling frailey, which 

we cant part with. Brethren, “4 n 

leaven leayeneth the whole lump. ?“ 
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from a conviction, wrought by the aſſiſtance 
of God's ſpirit in the foul of man, of his 


all good. When truly awakened, he perceiven 


his own unhappineſs, in being daprived of the: 
glory of his exiſtence. It fills him with ſor- 
row, to reflect, that he has deſerted the Lord 
his maker, and turned him into an enemy. 
His heart is ready to fail, on account of his 
trauſgeeflions, and, upon à reflection of their 
aggravations, to ſink into utter deſpondency. 
Whither ſhall I fly from the preſence of God? 
here thall i hide me from his diſpleaſure d 
On, I taſte thy bitier fruits! I will bo⸗ 
wail my own perverſenaſß, and ingratitude, 
and ery for morcy. To my offended Father 
will I go, that I may be reſtored ti the pri- 
vilege of his adopted children. His voice, 
andi his ſpirit, now invite me; his promiſes 
afford me a gleam of hope; and tie great 
phyfician, ho came to ſeck and to ſave the 
periſhing; will heal my broken ſpirit. When 
his heart is thus engaged, he makes no delay; 
he abhors the poiſon he drunk in beforey he 
diſco vors the deceitfulneſs of ſin, in All its diſ- 
guiſes, and reſiſts temptation... His ſtrength 
is derived from God, to whom he looks, and 
R 2 his 
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his repentance is gradually completed in the 
rene wal of his mind, and the reſtoration of 
his faculties, enabling him to perform fincere 

obedience.) Here, then, is a change of heart, 
of life, and manners. This is a work, whoſe: 
foundation is laid deep, not liable to be over- 
thrown. by every afſailing ſtorm, and whoſe 
ſuperſtructure is ee —_ =. pony 
3 Wann 

£174: ie nos q TE $7 >> IE, 

f eee en e eee eee 
this virtue, is it not of the utmoſt importance 
to know, whether it will bear this trial, or 
whether it be only the deluſion of your own. 
fancy? Vou acknowledge that you have been 
ſnners; but, you hope that your repentance 

has been accepted, at the throne of mercy. 

Did it, then, ariſe from a real conviction of 

the demarit of ſin? Was it attended with a 
hatred to it, on 1ts-own account, as well as 

: the preſent ſufferings it occaſions, and the 
ſtill greater you dread: hereafter ? If it has no 

tuch foundation, you lament: not your ſins, 
but the evils that attend them. Vou lop off 
the branches; you ſpare. the root. Vou are 
ſorry that fin ſhould be ſo great an evil, and 
r by ene * if it were 
b 2d . 6b ot, 
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„As 0 gin Bend n unt 
heart, it is neceſſary to begin / the cure whers 
the diſorder lies. If, in our recovery from 
ſin, we aim only at a fair appearance, we may 
we may recover our reputation, in the; eyes of 
man, who is often ſatisfied by promiſes, and 
earneſt profeſſions. But God will be content 
with nothing, but the real converſion of the 
ſoul to his obedience, It is this he tries; it is 
this he judges. And, oh ! how important, 
how intereſting to us is 4is judgmont of us. 
Be not, then, deceived i for, ** whatſdever a 
man ſoweth, that ſhall ho allo feap“. If we 
ſow an ignoble ſeed, we. ſhall reap what we 
ſow, but, muſt not expect an haryeſt, from 
thence, fit ca be e into 8 . 
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Bene, Tape penitent is, 400 6 don · 
Amed by his own acknowledgements. He 
gonfeſſes the wrath of Gad to be due to his 
ſins, yet leaves them uncancelled. Whilſt 
r he buch pre 


246 Genuine Ripentance. 
bf hie Judge, at the expence o bis einen 
and truth, and rather than forſake his ſins, 
would wiſh there was no Being, of infinite 
perf6ftions;/ to take cognizance of them. Be 
eonfiſtene;> then; O thou falſe pretender t 
dentrition -und withdraw thy plea”! What 
wnadneſs is it to perſiſt in that, for which thou 
condemneſt thyſelf ? And what folly to · con- 
demn thyſolf — e. which bene art! re- 
ſolved to do? t fte i o net! 
11193065508 this be Het rent How an 
zug then, my bretheri} you - would! 2/614 
iheſs imputations, be ſerious in the proſecution 
of that Work, which will have a ſerious iſſue. 
Zet your deportment be agrreablé to your 
condition; and your ſorrow-for-ſin, in "ſome 
meaſure, aniſwerable to the arent evlls it 
proddces. But, perhaps, you will ay, that 
e re not ſuch ſinners 'as' Ahab was, dd, 
.o Have h occaHon th ; put ek: 
cloth upon your loins, or repreſ®the falfies of 
a chearful ſpirit, You hate to acknowledge 
— your not güllty of.” Why dei you? 
von, then, 10 ſins, of which 
age 


Prag 50 have not becti ido- 
like Ahab, Have fo Hot; im Jour be res: 
— rom the If Hive you nv 
ae Wau ul, * 
affections, 
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Afettions hnd G Withheld, from» her Cd 
that is above, that ſpiritual ſervioe wich is 
due You have never-wielded the ſword of 
2rebellion-againſt the powers: ordained of God. 
Zutz has your demeanour, as ſubjects, beem 
Aways: confiftent with the will of him, by 
whom they are ordained? Vou have not in- 
curred the penaltles of Komatt laws, againſt 
the factious and feditious.”" But, have you, 
for conſcience-ſake, avoided the approach to 
thoſe fins, which : the preſumptuous aud 
ſelf-willed“ have dignified with the name of 
virtues.” Vou have not been noiſy and ela- 
| mourous for pretended privileges. Bur, hae 
you, in compliance With an authority, which 
no man can refiſt, ſtudied to be quiet, and to 
do your own bufineſs? You have never af- 
ſaulted the ſkies with curſes. But, have you 
never uſed the language of thoſe that forget 
God? Have you never {welled your acebunt 
by anton, malicious, and reproachful, words? 
| You have ſpoiled none by violence; It is well. 
But, Fen nt you defrauded no man ? Have you 
never eaten dhe bread of deceit; perhaps, of 
perjury; aud increaſed your ſores" by: the 
wages of tranfgrefſion? Perhaps, 6a has 
Even you, ziches and wealth, and placed you 


15 „ bands 


band from holding of bribes; but, t yau 
e mqual proof againſt more ſecret; more dii- 
gviſed, more ſpecious, trials ? Have you never 
preferred a compliance with the world, to the 
ſevere demands of duty; and the ſalicitationhs 
and OA ene eee | 


1 19 2 


Brethren, lay your hands upon pur bearts; 
fr rather, bring your hearts to theſe 1 important 
inquiries, and plead no more a conſcience 
without offence, Plead rather for t mercy, and 
petake ypurſelves to the appointed refuge. 
Nor. truſt to the moſt. pun gent preſent. ſorrow, 
whilſt you put off repentance to ſome future 
lay. For why ſhayld you leave that work un- 
Finiſhed, eyen for a moment, which, if one 
moment prevents, will remain unfiniſhed for 
ever, Abhar, then, the 5 ove of making 
in and repentance conſiſtent, Imagine not 
that that ſorrow, which, aply diſturbs, bye 
docs not prevent its commiſſiop,. will lead tp 
repenfance, not tp be fepented of, On the 
gontrary, it will hereafter tharpen your pangs 
of remorſe, that you ſo often ſortowed to no 
purpoſe, when you will be forced to Sn. youg 


at onde, while you, in the mean time, in- 
ereaſe the ſcore in thoughtleſs ſecurity. But 
are you certain that you will, at death, have 
it in your power to repent more effectually 
than before? Would you have death work 
miracles ? It often ſtrikes, and gives no notice: 
and when it does, couſcienge is not always 
found to act in compliance with its warnings. 
It is à very common caſe, that à long 
habit of ſinning, without remarſe, | produces 
an obduracy in the conſcience,” not to be over- 
come by the moſt proſiing admonitions, and 
pe n rg c ods 
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n Would * W bachnadich 
Hroubleſame; tqonitor, he fame arts, which 
filenced- it before, are often employed with 
threatens, and death alarms, it is natural ſor 
men to catch at every glimpſe of comfort, to 
ſupport the finking ſpirit, often when it has 
no other ground, than. what ignorance and ſu- 
perſtition give it. We are told by hiſtorians, 
that Lewis XI. king of France, was fo ter- 
rified with the approach. of death, that, in his 
laſt, lingering illneſs, he meanly bribed his 
A that they mu RAY him with - 
b "A * the 
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the hopes of recovery, een eee 
e ee eee reſpis e 2 4h 
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n nd indeed, be eee aue 
of guilt, in a dying hour, is ſornetimes too 
ſtrong for de luſion, and refuſes comfort... Ter- 
rors, ſilenced in health, renew their attack, 
and become more loud and importurate. 80 
that the burdened foul is deſirous to hake 
them eff, and cannot. Warnings fighted, 
mereies rejected, love deſpiſod, pierce it 
through with many arrows. - Rnd to complete 
the ſcene, who knows, but temptations to 
habitual and beloved fins, may, even then, 
like the fiends of darknem, hover over. the de- 
parting ſoul, whilſt the thoughts of what it 
leaves, and what it foredodes; unite in making 
it vompletely wretched. Call not this fevere: 
Goll forbid that I ſhould ſet beſbre you n- 
ginary terror. The reality is tee fuſt f 
Horror to require the- aid ef any heightened: 
evlouring. © My only aim is to conwinee you, 
more effectually, of the folly of any fubſtitu- 
tion tb a real change of heart, vnd of Rbppiny 
Hort, merge 1 ihr oh. ea 
of n. i 
475 whit i Ca? 4 4 * ich 0 
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Men, and brethren, what exeufe can we 


hape for not Altebding t6 him chat Jpeakith d 
Tf Ahab liſtetied to the voice bf 4 prophet, 
much more ought we to the voice of the Son 
of God. If he mourned for temporal evils, 
much more ought we at the proſpect of eter- 

nal woes. There is no oction for a perſonal 
addreſs. Chriſt fpeaks to all: all ſhould hear, 
and obey.” All ſhould be as Uttentive, + 28 if his 
words were directed to each indivigual. "Al 
ws, "like theep; have gone aſtray. Le is the 
tue arte and invſtes us to wander n 
more, but return t6'the fold of fedurity, What 
hath' he not done to 'Fecoridile us to God? 
He died viice, but lives for ever to crown tht 
work his love degall. Let not, ther 0E, 
deſpiſed; aggrävate our fins. Let it Hot WAKE 
us ro {lavithi feats; and never Excite us tö th 
moſt attilable and generovs affections. Wat 
pity 1s It, chat any ſhould” feel its influence 
only iti the ſeverity of their doom, and never 


etijoy its ts blooming ſeniles, "and 9 | 
gry enn een T1017 Au. 
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But, laſtly, if, then, mere fortdW m—_ 
fails of falvation, where ſhall the thoughtleſs 
2 Impenitent appear? If they that mourn 
for fn, yet ſuffer for it, how ſhall they, Uh 

13 | | glory 
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* Genuine Repentance, | 
glory in it, eſcaps?, If they that believe, and 

' tremble at the threatnings denounced, fall 

thort of falyation, ten-fold indignation. ſhall 

| overtake the ſcorner, and the unbeliever. If 

men will hereafter repent, of theit having 


75 repented ſo ineffeQually, what agonies muſt 


overtake thoſe, who obſtinately perſiſt. in a 
courſe of ſin, till death and judgment ſtop 
their career ? May, then, every one that has 
been loſt in tranſgreſſion, return from his evil 
ways, and cry out, in the language of true pe- 
nitents,—** I have ſinned, What ſhall 1 do 
unto thee, o thou preſerver of wen 1 feel | 
the weight of mine offences. O Lord, hear; 

O Lord, forgive, Waſh me, through the 
atonement of Chriſt, and I. ſhall be clean; 
clothe me with his robe of love, and I ſhall 
bo whiter than ſnow, Turn thou thy face 
from my fins, and put aut all my miſdeeds, 
Make me a clean heart, O God, and renew a 
right ſpirit within me. Caſt me not away 
from thy preſence, and take not thy holy 
ſpirit from me. Oh ! give me the comfort 
11 again, and ſtabliſh un 759 | 
free ſpirit.” . ft 
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eſt his S ren Wer by 8e. 
Paul. He is, therefore, ſent back to his 
maſter, with this commendatory letter, in- 
treating hirn to forgive his faults, and receive 
8 a ſervant only, but a 
uſed. bebe Apotioyithiccs one, that whereas, 
in time paſt, he had been unfaithful and in- 
jurious, yet now there was ſo great a change 
wrought in his diſpoſition, that as he had mi- 
niſtered ta the Apoſtle in his bonds, ſo he was 
ready to return to his duty, and promote 

Ve his 


amendment in Oneſimus was 
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his maſter's intereſt, for conſcience-ſake. This 
rt 
Chriſt, whoſe 


he embriced..the - Goſpel o 


voice calls men eee Pee and 


through whole ſpirit, they attain to a renewed 
life and gracious diſpoſition. Without his 
enlivening <tiergy, no natural means would, 
of themſelves, have been ſufficient to work 
ſo extraordinary a change, all our faculties 
partaking of that common weakneſs, into 
which our nature is fallen; nor is outward 
diſripline alone more efſectual to produce tha 
fruits of grace. Mar, lila a dabgent huſband- 
man, may ſow the good ſeed in the breaſts of 
others; and recommend ruligion by hit S 
bright: <xample. But it is God alone, 
pre fects the biaſſing, and nn chriſtia 
darnach d ata. otras, dri e . iu 
i el neten eit e 4286: 
Me may, perhaps,/ illuſtrate dbintrutin Bum 

text. Doubileſs, his maſter Philemon had 
Bot been wanting to iniſtruct, and ciſy, his 
houſehold, in the way of fabvation: - Mas this 


care ahogether loſt ? It was certainly ungrate« 
fully repaid ; and it might have hardened the 
conſcience of this faithleſs fugitive, had he 
moo won * by the: miniſtry oi 
3 


Pen! e eee e member 


ofithat-family, in which "_ Ne Res 
worthy, to abide. 
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| - Buz-1-haften:t0-ahe: ſubſiaacs of this dif- 
2 1 in Which I. hall endeavour to ſhew. 
firſt, the unprofitablenefs of ſervants without 
religion and, i1lecondly,-the.uſctulnels. of 
mmh ee 
ou 96 II 241d. ; v.20} ;b -4 199 0 10 fri 
Figſt. tid. indifputable.roaxins, that God 
having-plaged: ſervants. in a! peculiar teien 
ta their: matters, copſcionce towards him is 

the oni ground af: #herwr diſcharging that #&+. 
lation, with-Gdelity: Siner this is the ſtrongeſt 
teſt, which the anc can give; or the other re- 
quire, if this be wanting, weaker obligations 
will, and anuſt be, broken through, Far, 
en we imagine, that thoſe! ſervants duly re- 
gard: the ſetwioe of an earthly; maſter, When 
they. ſerue not their heavenly! Lord, for whoſe 
are preſerved, and into whoſe family they are 


| called to be heirs of an eternal kingdom? If 


they are unt drawn by the conſtraint of his 
powerful love, they are dead to every generous 
principle; alive only to baſe defires, and ſelfiſn 
ele 6 paſſions, 


266 We Arbe Oe 
paſſions] which ei interfer vun u 40, 
and terprtion. ws a 42 .. LE ta | 


vos vin allow, 8 1 1278 
intereſt is a neceſſary qualification in a ſervant- 
But where is the ſecurity, for this regard, 
from him, who lives not in tha fear of God, 
ee own intereſt vital Tho 


him from. open diſhoneſty, eee 
ſeeret prinlt dilewgemous dealing, Dgaiaſt 
—— He will rogard/his-zaaſtr's 
w with eren eee ee 
ſhould erer e en. his = 
the preſent; - yet, whenever. | 4 
change, it will appear that his ſeeming fideli 
ſprang from a ſelfiſh heart. He: — 
be 3 2 when n | +4 — 


* e eien dried, God; te 
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The Servant ON ] 2357 
employed in a manner ſuitable to the ſtation, 
in which he has placed us. Thoſe ſervants, 
therefore, who pay no regard to God, as the 
ſovereigy owner of their whoſe time, will 
negle& to improve that part of it, which he 
has commanded them to beſtow, for the be- 
nefit of their maſters. Their own indolence 
will, then, uſurp the place of conſcience; they 
will catch at every opportunity, that is fa- 
vourable to their caſe; and, though they are 
paid the wages due to induſtry, will think it 
no robbery, occafionally, to eat the bread'of - 
floth. But a robbery, doubtleſs, it is; becauſe 
they cannot deprive their maſters of the ſer- 
vice of their time, but they deprive them alſo 
of their ſubſtance; a crime, the moſt enor- 
mous, ſince it is attended with breach of fide- 
lity, and Sane, both to God and man. 


Exceedingly various are the workings of | 
our corrupted nature. The paſſions, and the 
humour, of wicked ſervants, will likewiſe 
put in a claim for indulgence. For in- 
ſtance ; they that have no true reverence for 
God, will have no juſt reverence for their 
maſters, ' on whom he has laid his honour. 
Hence ariſes that ſullen, undutiful fpirit, 
which every occaſion” will call forth. In 
Vor. I. 8 direct 


258 The Servant Onefimus. 
direct oppoſition to the Apoſtle's rule. — 
© anſwering not again,“ they will often reply 
with bitterneſs to the mildeſt reproofs; and 
even, when not reproved, will indulge a li- 
centious tongue. For theſe enormities, reli - 
gion would be a ſovereign cure, that divine 
teacher, which makes us know ourſelves, and 
know our ſtation. When that is diſregarded, 
all other remedies are vain. Human laws 
cannot beſtow an humble mind, nor give in- 
ward reverence, either towards God or man. 
Indeed, opulence, and ſuperior ſtation, may, 
in ſome degree, check the ſallies of an undu- 

tiful ſpirit; yet, in a country of liberty, like 
our's, licentiouſneſs will always be the com- 
panion of impiety, and trample upon _ 
whenever 1 it is unſupported. 


b it is, that irreligious ſervants will 
often ſhew diſobedience to the juſteſt com- 
mands of their maſters. God fays,—** Ser- 
vants, obey your maſters in all things ;” that is, 
in all things that are lawful. But this injunction 
is diſregarded, when the meaſure of obedience 
is not directed by the fear of God. Should 
any idle, or vicious, inclination, intervene, 
obedience is no more; or, at leaſt, paid with 
n land reluctance. Is it not parti- 
$6547 © cularly 
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calarty ſo, when maſters give ſuch injun&ions 
to their: ſervants, às do not direAly'coincide 
with their accuſtomed labours ?—eſpecially, 
whenever they offer to direct their out ward 
deportment on the Lord's day ? For, ſo long 
as they continue ignorant of God, they will 
eſteem the hours of chriſtian worſhip to be 
their own, and ſuch directions to ariſe from A 
ane _ aſſumed etna gt 


Acbndlyr let us turn our eyes to a more 
i pleaſing proſpect, and behold the happy effects 
religion produces in the behaviour of ſer- 
vants. In the firſt place, it ſecures their fide- 
lity, becauſe, being animated by the love of 
God, they. eſteem themſelves the ſervants of 
Chriſt, and, therefore, ſerve him in the perſon 
of their maſters. Whatever they do, it is 
their privilege to do in his name, and for his 
ſake; ſo that good-will, rooted in the heart, 
directs, and animates, their labours. For 
whatever is committed to their hands, by their 
earthly maſters, they deem themſelves ac- 

countable to their heavenly Lord; aſſured of 

this, that as he will chaſtiſe them, for betray- 
ing the confidence repoſed in them, though 
ever ſo ſecretly, ſo he has dignified their 
humble calling, by promiſing that no at- 
a „ © 
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of his enn. ſhall ever 0 its reward. 


* 

Such wil not be content t with giving eye- 
ſervice ; ; | becauſe, though their maſters be 
abſent, they know that God is ever preſent, 
and his eyes beholding the evil, and the good. 
They cannot © be ſlothful in buſineſs,” becauſe 
they labour for God; they cannot be waſteful 
of their time, becauſe they eſteem it Bis pro- 
perty, and redeem it, as thoſe that are n 
ing to the manſions . ctecpir, bo 


| c the ett of the. maſters 
ſecure, in the eye of a religious ſervant. He 
| knows this reverence to be due, not becauſe 
his maſter is wealthy, or great, or wiſe, or 
generous, but merely becauſe he is his maſter. 
He will, therefore, take no advantage of his 
poverty, or weakneſs, to treat him with con- 
tempt. He will not deprive. him of his re- 
gard, even though he ſhould want: thoſe abi- 
lities which he himſelf enjoys. He will; for 
conſcience towards God, overlook. his defects, 
bear with his infirmities, and be ſubject, not 
only to een r r * ner 
ffroward. af. &), wor{inn 2 
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Beſides, the paſſions of a chriſtian ſervam 
are in fubjection to the law of Chriſt ; and he 
is endowed with that meek and quiet ſpirit, 
which is a peculiar ornament to a low ſtation, 
at the ſame time that it is the diſtinguiſhing - 
glory of chriſtianity. To what is it owing, 
but to the tyranny of ſelf. will, that men can- 
not bear the hardſhips of their lot, and giye 
way to murmurings, diſputings, and diſcon- 

tent? It is this, which makes the yoke: of 
ſetvitude 4 galling yoke, even in à land of 

kberty; and without 7515, even flavery would 
be enabled to aſſert an inward freedom. 

However, the truly pious ſervant will check 
the firſt rifings of impatience. * Since he can« 
not be wholly exempt from trials, he wilt ens | 
deayour to improve them, and make them 
inſtrumental to his growth, in humility : 
therefore, he will obey without reluctance; 
not treating with indifference even the in- 
ferior part of his duty, nor hoedleſsly ung 
the ko, apa nene, N (nb 10 -amk 83 


Need I take 8 chat God will 
bleſs the labours of ſuch a'ſervant ? Vou have 
read of the piety of Eliezer, the blefling of | 
Jacob,—the fidelity of Joſeph ; and you know, 
in all cheſe inſtances, it was God that gave 

n 33 ſlüucceſs 
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ſucceſs to their diligence! This is his in- 
variable rule, to honour thoſe that hour 
him.“ to hear their prayers, to ſend his angels 
to watch round about them, and take under 
his immediate protection all thoſe, though of 
the loweſt ſtation, who commit their Ways. 
and their work, to him. 0 8 
2h Nd 5:19 vr: 40, 
" get I ſhall. aue * 25 the 
eanſiderations are very obvious. They relate 
both to maſters, aud to ſervants. Vou, then, 
who ars maſters, are hereby powerfully called 
upon, ſince it is your owt welfare that calls 
you, to promote the honour, of religion in 
your houſeholds, to be . the; patterns of every 
good work; and, with all kindneſs and good-, 
will, to contribute to the ſupply both of their 
natural and ſpiritual wants. Sbould the bleſ- 
ſing of God attend your endeaygurs,, at the 
fame time that you Will exalt them to be your 
brethren, you, will make them. your friends, 
and ſervants, in the Lord. ITbey v will "pay 
you Ng and bleſs fed hereafter, | 
thr: HE be 7 430 3 IF 
4 8 not, Hh cio ny brethren, - an at- 
tachment: to the world, through the luſt of 
gain, defeat its own ends. What, thoygh, i it 
ohen happents that mud. earthly: good ariſes 


from 
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1 labours? Look forward to 
future worlds; conſider what the balance of 
your profit, and loſs, will be, on that folemn 
day, when you will give an account of your 
behaviour, as chriſtian houſeholders, at the 
judgement · ſeat of Chriſt. Then, if you have 
been faithful in the work of God, you will 
receive a reward. which will be given you, 
not according to your ſucceſs, but the dili- 
gence you have uſed; though, indeed, it will 
be adding to the glories of your crown, that 
you have been inſtruments in enlarging the 
nutuber of the bleſſed; But, ſhould it then 
appear, that your diligence was confined to 
this preſent world alone, that ydu did not at- 
tempt to be rich towards God, your gain will 
be found to be real loſs, and you, yourſelves, 
convicted of having abuſed the privileges of 
that Goſpel, of which you now make vain 
piofeſſion. Let not, then, your ow-n do- 
meſtics accuſe you, that you let them periſh in 
their ignorange;. or, by your own: example, 
ſhewed them the way to ruin, when you 
ought to have gone before them n 
and every n i e 
41 4521 Hie Ut, IL8 7 [ 
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abt you ſhould WOO | 
84 | 


bot (Ii 7 p 
| 


by worldly maxims alone. The ſcope, at 
which you ſhould aim, ſhould not be a con- 
formity with the cuſtoms of the world. The 

chriſtian commonwealth is to be united, by 
chriſtian bonds: and Chriſt, our head, requires 
all our relations to be fulfilled, that we may be 
tho real members of his myſtical body, and 
be owned, en at the laſt . e 
and oh, ah | 


But, even ie e the ill ed of 
family arreligion- are often experienced. In 
the metropolis, maſters of families are much 
behaviour. In the early times, after the re- 
formation, alnoft eygry houſe· holder, both in 
London and the country, walked: before his 


LEY family to his pariſh- church. But, now, thoſe 


very families, which are kept togethet by 
bufineſs,.on the week days, are, on the Lords 
days, difperſcd, like ſheep that have no ſhep- 

hord, where humour, of where pleaſure, calls, 
The maſter, too often, beholds this, with in- 
difference, if nat with approbation. Aud 
tis, I fear, is one grand promoter, as well as 
fatal conſequence, of that aſtoniſhing licenti- 
ouſnefs, both civil and religious, which, in | 

theſe preſent. W a loglened, and almoſt 
| | deſtroyed 


bee 05 


deſtroyed every bond of relative duty and 
jt gp 


* pen my eee een 
receive this friendly admonition. Bring your- 
ſelves to the teſt of that Goſpel, to which 
you muſt, at the laſt, be brought. Examine 
yourſelves by this rule. Perhaps, you pretend 
to a character for being faithful to your ma- 
ſters. Does your fidelity proceed from this 
conviction, that you are the ſervants of Chriſt ? 
And, are you led, by his fpirit, to ſerve your 
maſters, for God's ſake ? If not, your ſervice 
is no act of duty towards him. But without 
this, no diligence will avail; no perſonal re- 
gard for your earthly ſuperiors will be ac- 
counted of. For you ſerve not God, but 
yourſelves; and, therefore, 'as you want the 
true principle of ys e * uae: n as 
Joy ** nn. Noreen 


obe n kigh cies er. 
gion, and, indeed, ſuch there are, but pay 
little, or no regard, to their maſter's welfare, 
This pretence is alſo vain. The beſt ev 
dence of your attainment, in your chriſtian 
calling, is your good behaviour in your parti- 

. ralliog, 'Qtberwiie, EI. 


be only a mere opinion, and profeſſion, deſti- 
tute of life. A little knowledge will make 
you conceited ; ſelf- opinion will, perhaps, 
make you inſolent; falſe zeal will fill you with 
contempt of your maſters. But, when true 
religion enters into your ſouls, it will cloathe 

you with humility; adorn you with meekneſs, 
patience, ſubmiſſion, obedience, and all other 
chriſtian virtues, e to prove 1 the 
. e, wh . e 3 4 51 
; FI vet e 9 73691 Hor s 
RR there are, ag a and fear a 
great majority, who are openly. and avowedly, 
both diſobedient to God, and unprofitable to 
your maſters; and ſo far, my brethren, vou 
are conſiſtent. But, what then, do you ap- . 
plaud yourſelves for breaking through theſe 
bonds of your duty? There can be no dignity, 
in being the ſlaves of ſin; tbere is no freedom, 
but in ſubjection to Chriſt. The true rigbit 
of man are not to be attained, but through 
the duties of man. Thoſe, who pretend to 
| liberty on any other ground, are neither ca- 
pable of chriſtian freedom, nor able to avoid 
the bonds of the moſt abject thraldom. What, 
though human laws, in this land of ours, are not 
rigorous in puniſhing the offences of the licen 
tious ? “ Be ſure your ſin will find you out; 

54 . and 
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and that God will judge you, not according to 
the maxims eſtabliſhed here, but his own 
' righteous Goſpel. If you deſpiſe the authority 
of your maſters, can you deſpiſe God, your 
maker? Or, will you retain your confidence, 
when you ſtand before his judgment - ſeat 
and the miniſters of vengeance are ready to 
hurl you into perdition? If, then, you are 
profitable to none, you are moſt unprofitable 
to yourſelves; and neither the Goſpel, nor the 
love of Chriſt; neither things preſent, nor 
things to come, can keep you from, utter ruin. 
0 may thieſe conſiderations awaken as many 
of you as have not conſidered aright, that fo, 
through God's . mercy, you, like Oneſimus, 
may be engrafted into the living ſtock, and 


Mae unto * eternal 1. 
13 4 26 „ Tt It on — $1421 | 
75 \ God the Father, God the Sem, and Ged 
the Holy Ghoſt, let us give all honour, and 
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For I hnow 1 15 that he oy 2 at 
dren and his houſehold after bun, and the : 
* ſhall keep the way of the Lord to 4 ps 
and judgment, ' that the Lord may bring. upon 
| Abrahan that which he bath ſpoken 2 of him, i 


HE teſtimony, which God bein to his 
people, through his ſpirit, of the ſince- 
rity of cheir hearts in ſecrecy and filehce, is 
here given to Abraham in a publit manner. 
For I know him that he will eommand his 
children and his houſehold after him, and 
they ſhall keep the way of the Lord to do 
Js and judgment, that the Lord may bring 
Abraham that which he hath ſpoken of 
bin. „ How glorious is this approbation, 
ſince it proceeds from him, who is both an 
unerring judge, and an omnipotent rewarder; 
4 1 * | - | | and 
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and therefore far more deſirable than the 
applauſes of the Whole world. The character, 
here ſo honourably mentioned, is that of a 
religious maſter of a family: the reward an- 
nexed to it is that of making him à great 
nation, the bleſſings of which were in due 
time to be extended to all the families of the 
earth. The character, perhaps, may not ap- 
pear great in the eyes of the world; yet it is 
highly eſteemed in the ſight of God, and cer- 
tainly entitles all, who walk in the ſteps of 
Abraham, to ſome part of the fame regard. 
Zo that the meaneſt chriſtian houſeholder has 
an opportunity given him of cultivating, and 
improving, the ſame divine friendſhip here 
below); and after this life, the invaluable pri- 

vilege of ſitting down with Abraham in the 
kingdom of Gd. | 


Give ma l therefore, my brethren, (o 

recommend to you the great, but neglected 
duty of family religion. But it will be neceſ- 
ſary, firſt of all, to ſhew wherein it conſiſts. 
It is in general the exerciſe of the ſame faith 
in private walls, which is taught in the 
church of God. The Apoſtle St. Paul often 
greets the houſeholders of believers, under the 
name of churches z, Which is an intimation 20 


1 N us 


* 


- 250 .. Fahy Rügen 
vs of their order and regulation, and of our 


own duty. This appellation cannot but teach 
us, that that divine conſecration, which is the 
peculiar characteriſtic of every true member 
of Chriſt's church, ſhould exert its ſacred 
influence in our domeſtic retirements, and 
that we ſhould continue to offer up with our 
families thoſe ſpiritual ſacrifices, which are 


eſſential to our chriſtian calling, and make us 
acceptable to God by Jeſus Chriſt. The pro- 
per regulation of this belongs to the maſter, or 
director of the houſehold. For he receives 
by his ſtation a certain authority over thoſe, 
of whom it conſiſts, which he muſt uſe, not 


only as a conſcientious member of ſociety, but 
as one, who belongs himſelf to a ſuperior 


- houſehold, the family of God. So that chriſ- 


tianity has enlarged his ſphere of economical 
dutics, by joining with them whatever tends 
to advance the kingdom of God, and dann 
the intereſts of the Redeemer. In 


Mete it ſeems meal romullian,. thr 
1 inſtruct his family in the principles, and 
duties, of our moſt holy faith, For we may 
almoſt as well call a wild indian clan part of the 
church of God, as that family, the members 
55 W have no other evidence for their 

chriſ- 
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" cliviftianity, than that they have been oy 
tized. Experience convinces. us, that chil- 
dren may grow up in a chriſtian neighbour- 
hood, and yet be involved in heatheniſh dark- 
neſs. Every houſeholder, then, is bound to 
bring up his own domeſtics < in the nurture of 
the Lord,“ and feed them with the ſincere 
milk of the word; that, with the divine bleſ- 
ſing, they may grow thereby, till they arrive 
at the meaſure of the ſtature 'of the fulneſs of 
Chriſt. Children ſhould be taught, in their 
very infancy, to deſire this heavenly food, that 
the life of grace in the ſoul may accompany 
the growth of the body; leſt the corruptions 
of nature, not being reſiſted, ſhould at length 
produce a total inſenſibility and diſreliſh to the 
things of God. For this reaſon, parents ſhould 
not only give light to the very dawnings of 
their children's underſtanding, but familiarize | 
them as they increaſe in years to heavenly 
truths, and uſe diligence and zeal in the pious. 
taſk. God ſays to the children of Iſrael not 
only,—**. theſe words, which 1 command 
thee, ſhall be in thine heart, but alſo, thou 
ſhalt teach them diligently, unto thy children, 
and · ſhalt; talk of them when thou ſitteſt 
in thine houſe, and when: thou walkeſt by 
the way; when thau lieſt down, and when 


thou riſeſt up. „ Servants have, indeed, paſſed 
_ thair 
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__ WO .the propereſt ſeaſon of * 
, in other dwellings. But, alas! moſt of 
theſs are but children in chriſtian knowledge, 


and too often worſe than children, through 
the habits of a neglected education. They 

claim, therefore, no ſmall part of their maſ- 

ter's care, in diſpelling their ignorance, and 
rectifying their manners. A real regard for 
their welfare, joined with prudence, will both 
enable him to find out the beſt means of pur - 
ſuing this, and be moſt e p 


n e e 1 


In theſe domeſtic inſtructions, the 05 of 
God muſt be the rule, and, therefore, ſhould 
be read in our houſes, every convenient oppor- 
tunity. There, we are taught the miſeries of N 
our nature, and the bleffings of redemption 3 . 
we are commanded to renounce our fins, to 
apply to Chriſt as the healer of all our mala- 
dies; to liſten to his prophetic-voice ; ta obey 
the dictates of his ſpirit. Can wey then, hide 
theſe neceſlary truths from our own families? 
Shall God reveal himſelf to his church, and 
ſhall the members of it, who profeſs the 
chriſtian faith, not think it worthy to be im- 
parted to their own relatives? None are too 
high for this pious office; for what is gran- 

POUR bee „ . 210 ens; 
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Node are too Io ), 1 had dfttiort fad tos 15h 
rant, if they are hearty in the work of God. 
If they ate tot incapable of reading, the pooreſt 
may find a blefſet' opps ny for enriching 
ſouls, with the treaftres of the goſpel. Should 
they not have been taught to 100. if they are 
ſincere, they will be more diligent in drawing 
from other fources of inſtruction, that they 
nay Edniletiicate it t to 1151 which conſiſt 


. verſa CY 


hut the N & the 0 or nen of a 
family ends not in mere inſtru&ioti. The 
plus houſeholder will call down i blefling 
fromthe Lord, upon his endeavours, by prayer 
and ſupplication. Devotion is the ſoul of 
rellgion, 4s well in families as in individuals. 
Its flame muſt be greatly increafed, when 
they glorify God with united fervours. Be- 
ſides, domeffic mercies require ſuitable ac- 
koowlelgments; and therefore the maſter of 
2 farnily, under à ſenſe of being bleſſed by 
God, will not be content with a folitary de- | 
votlon, but will make, Withitt his own walls | 
the ourgoings of che morning, anf evehing, ro 
praiſe his great Benefactor. 8 Mn 
„ One 
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One day in ſeven, vie are mare particularly 
obliged to reſt from the labours of our call- 
wg, that we may the more diligently attend 
upon religious duties. And, herein, we. know 
but little of the power of godlinck, it we 
imagine chat the Lord's day is tg be hallowed 
only in the church, hilſt there is no appear · 
bu; of it in our families at home, but that of 

ciſied reſt, and ſtupid indolence. True ä 
Nd requires that we dedicate it wholly to 
the honour of God, not doing in any part of 
it our own ways, not finding our own ; plea; 
ſure, not ſpeaking our own words; and true 
wiſdom will enable us to ſhew, that we are 
fully ſenſible of the end of its conſecration, 
and the neceflity of redeeming time. Actu- 
ated by this ſpirit, we ſhall want no other 
inducement to oblige our families to attend 
the church, on the Lord's day. We ſhall not 
rob them of the ineſtimable privilege of meet- 
ing their Saviour in his own houſe, for the 
fake of ſome unneceſſary buſineſs, or trivial 
convenience. Nor ſhall we ſee them indiſ- 
poſed, even for the outward appearance of 
religion, and preſumptuouſiy indulging a baſe 
idleneſs at home, and not warn them of their 
guilt, and myo them frm. their fund ſecu- 
rity. - nen 


Need 
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bed 1 inſormn you, tay. brethren; that you 
muſt have ſome taſte for pure religion, before 
you can fulfil ſuch duties as theſe ? - Indeed, 


if you are not actuated by a lively faith, you 
will- find yourſelves indiſpoſed to undertake. 
them. Nay, if your own life is unholy, your 
example bad, your beſt inſtructions muſt de 
in vain, and come very ungracefully from 
an uugracious mouth; and your prayers, if 
you pray at all, will condemn, your practice. 
Pious example, therefore, is a neceſſary in- 
gredient in family religion; and an ungodly 
life, by diſabling men from performing this 
grand duty, appears to be a monſter, teeming 
with innumerable evils. In many, it produces 
an inſenſibility of conſcience, even in the daily 
and conſtant omiſſions of religious offices. 80 
that, though they never think upon God, 
they bleſs themſelves in their hearts, and ex- 
pect a bleſſing from above. They enjoy the 
comforts, which their condition allots 4 

. hope to be happy hereafter. 1 | 


” Let-us; * endeavour to rouſe their 
conſciences- by urging the obligation and ne- 
ceſñty of family duties. And, here, mere 
nature · teaches us, that the worſhip of God is 


52 from. every family, as an acknowledge- 
T 2 | ment 
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236 m e, 
ment of bis overflowing goodneks. | Indevd, 
there are no families, which have not received 
ſome-pecuhar bleſſings from God's bounty, 
and daily protection; and ſhall they pay no 
ficence in their hearts, and perhaps not be 
ſenſible of it there? Shall there be no more 
ſigus of religion in their houſes, than if they 
owed all to their own policy and labours, no- 
thing to divine Providence? Their very 
tables muſt upbraid their ingratitude; and 
every morning, which riſes upon them with 
renewed mercies, muſt reproach them with 
proclaiming, that their time, with all its bleſ- 
fings, is the unmerited giſt of the ſovereign 
provider. Nor will it be ſuffieient to pay 
him a formab homage, the thankſpiving of 
the lips; they muſt ſhew their gratitude, by 
their lives, and ſanctify the daily bounties of 
God, by the daily offering of a devoted heart. 
Otherwiſe, they will be converted into «curſe, 
by their own ge mg e Of 


Let us alſo reflect, that, as Chriſtians, we 
are bound to ſhew forth. his praifes, who hath 
cafe us into his marvellous light. If theſe, 
who pretend'to be his diſciples, live in their 
ee as the ikirect eg clit wwe they do 

9 : 2 
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| great diſhonvur to their profeſſion. For men 
may well aſk, where is the efficacy of thut 
religion; which pretends to make its converts 
nety creatures, to take off their affections from 
this world,” and admit them to communion 
with God through Chriſt ? Is there a man; 
ho regards the honour of hit Saviour, that 
is not deſirous of refuting ſuch a charge as 
this? There is no other way of doing it: 


than dy an exemplary conduct in dur fami- 


urhere men ſeldom put on the maſk. Indeed, 
* true faith is alway attended by. a prudent 
al for his ſervice; ſo that evety parent, or 
maſter ho is poſſeſſed of it, naturally exerts 
it within his domeſtic ſphere, by ſhewing his 
own improvement, in diſplaying the love of. 
Cod) and recommending his goſpel by the 

peeſunire"topicrieeatiords, * This is/scorver- 
the true effe& of that wiſdorn, which 1 
_ of all her yay neg 


— * 
every houſeholder bound to gies theft oo 
mitted to ls care, whatever is juſt and equal 
He is obliged to relieve their ſpiritual, as well 
ee 
oi Nt 55 1 2h 
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in need of convenient ſuſtenance, than the ſoul 
of religious nurture. Will you then be ſo 
injurious, as to provide only for the periſhable 
frame of your neareſt relatives, perhaps the 
deareſt parts of yourſelves ? Will you give no 
more to your offspring, than the brutes to 
their's ? Will you do no more for your cleve - 
vants, than for your dogs and horſes? for to 
theſe, you allow ſuch food and ſnelter a c 
ſuitable to their natures. Human laws 
well as you: on intereſt, 'pblige;you thus. fat! 
Will the laws of humanity not influenceeybn 

at all? Do you affect the name af tender 
parents, and benevolent maſters ? Iscit nat 
barbarity itſelf, inſtead of checkiug the tory 
rupt nature of your dependants, by ſober 
admonition, and directiug them to thoſe ve» - 
madies and helps, which the Saviour of the 
world adminiſters, to give: it it full carrer, 


5 Pe li RE eee ven erer en 


e ogl Hi md r ns b 
I —_ 156 tic to bois 


Can you, then, omit theſe neceſſary duties, 


amd yet-be guiltle(s 2 Tbe authority, which 
Providence has giyen you over your farnilies, 
i Alkagent 


committed to your charge. iIf,you 
life this conſcientiouſſy, it affords. you an apr 
portynity: of the nobleſt good if you, Abnſe 
it, it becomes the more deſtructive, in pro- 
h dees 
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portion to its; bighi importance; and mould 
Wu continue to fmiſemploy it, the abüſe can 
neither be remedied; nor retrieved, for ever. 
What is the voice of daily experience? It 
intortns us, tat ihete are few) fervarits, ati 
are infliended by a ny other than domeſtic 
ec in great and optletit 
karin. Died ett 16 wagittratts, regard: | 

ze of-theit teictiets; exbepr” perhaps at the 
— eee 

| r its ſcarce own uperior; ee 
us ine weir maſſer: Hank war E 
cf tb exert ybur inffhetiec; Whar'windet 
15 R, thit your Houſes are the nurſeries bf 
igtrofdtide, de ſchiools of vice; inſdleteI Aid 
ole Shelby du nctz chen, scccünt för his 
theowiler of theſs fouls; and, of whoſe hinds, | 
bt 5rd, win God require them? Obe 
cute the bitterteſè — 
— —— 
a8 the authors of their ruin? Lay 

ubt up, ther, in ſtore an addition't oon 
akute not woes du burden, 
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bh gdvantzges 3nd: blefin gs, Which wil 
feſult fm henge, arg great ang, impartant, 
Family religian has — endencyſto make 
every member, of; the; hayſchold derious. aug 
hy-. Far, & is che ſettigg, God. alway hefore 
duf families, aud, making them. dailydepſible 
of their dependaues qu hi) frayidencę. The 
Ps of che, carnal. and wonldly,affettions:will 
h, this, þe.abated 3. their. .xclih;for ſpirie 
tual enjayments wall he cepereaſad;; dd, their 
bl de ized, by, devation,.to. cover With 
God: ang, beavene Thengrgat y ſtgpieg ff 
dogg tigg Will. herghy; be, rradered HrziIlisr, 
Tor then will be: daily rt ;, ang as they 
gie peeiarly adapted 0 raiſe, opr awe And 
afranetions:W6-{hall attain, bightadenſe of 
than dale of ſalvation, A8 he unmeritedogiar 
duitoug gift of Hod, Non will che Holy, Shisit 


. hempanting toaſſiſti and hisſ5: a religigug hoꝝſe 


hold. „ He ist invited, and he will gome. and 
— With, them, and give them a conſtant 


icgtion of his grace. Through him, 
. Will be, dil feng med., thgir: hape 
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to each others yows,- aud animated by mutual 
oxample, and mutual deve And what de- 
Uhl dati chn muſt ita giye to a maſter. 
why regulates ſich a family as this, to obſerve 
the-wark of Goch te praſper in his hands, and 
growing up. unde his protection, to. a due 
matusity to behold his children and ſeryants 
dutiſel and bedient, and, aven in this lifes 
Nxingchim / ſams recompente for bis) affecy 
ien du, Gehn n bro: An: 
u enen dent pet o eilen e 
This. mh then, id a ſhort repreſentation 
oſethe gnod affidts of à well regulated family; 
and 16 you-fund not: theſc fruiti in YON PWBy 


You -conlaidy — — 
tuunth. . Ruti lay your hands upon your hearts 3 
bauen ſeriouſty endeauobred ta malta them 
better ? Vou have admoniſhed them, porn 
haps, of their idleneiſs, their diſreſpect, their 
profuſioa,, thein unfaithfuloats. Rut, have 
you, not: naſſed over: their: irnelig lem, the rut 
ofuthoſo/ diſandera, and ſentoo / yvourhiated:2t 


not been dοt,Üuñ with abairratrentbentoryours 
_ Glyes, without enquuing: wheoder, | thay! ole 
aa 


mots 31 


ape, kau re ro Ar bat didver you = 


it: Fan Nl 
their: ſervice upon its true foundation If ib 


Lord, and have no title to eompHlity; thut v 
enjoy not, in your families, the fete. of that 
ſeligion, you do not ineuleate! You wnitly2as 
well expe& labour from them, without gw 
ing thern convement- ſuſtenance, as conſei< 
ence in their duty, I they art deſtitute of iu 
woch of life. Aster all, thare wall bez ſome 
ſervants, and even children, ſo diſungenùsss 
that neither example, nor exhortation, can 
move them And, thougtsitSe/diſoouriiging 
to parents, and maſtersg to culrivaterfych hat 
ret / rocks as theſe, ſet them iameusen that 
God rechuires the labour and ita thewent 
into his Ni hands, / addithevaſſutedtheriths 
| fecdy which. they have fung thinkgivcit. pro 
duce nb fruit ia lone heurte, willing: up 

in themſelves; and brnigr foto A e 
minoreaſe : odltinõο]jĩö vu no ind 
nod: F2gioitib nods bertel bi diet Jo 108 
added iI uſe ann othen argumetits wittilyoud 
4meed:] del you aftevdhis, hat- eli gon /i 
wur families wall he ſb U labour with ſuc» | 
void d Vu tee, in tha det that the αỹẽjmuu 
Abraamico ονi⁰,jũãand his children; and His 
—ͤͤ 3 | 


11900 reaſon 
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reaſon given, why God intended” to ſeparate 
him from the idolatrous world, and male ef 
him a great and mighty nation. And though 
every private Chriſtian who imitates : the 
faithful patriarch, can dave uo title to ep 
fo-ignat/a regal. yeta h my io far apply-thb 
divine promĩſe to himiviſ/ an to bone aſſurediy 
to dra down a bleſſing frotii the Lord) upon 
himſelf; had his poſterity. The cworthiphet 
Nod eſtabliſhedi ini his family, wilb be dikeithe 
ark of God in ua hauſt j:andievery.thivps he 
is poſſeſſed of, will be under the protection of 
tho divine eekase. - Thovghchcdhould joy 
no aperfiuousy! ſtores, and the riches of abies 
his, yet;,be-viemey Mt is ar better thin 
Tiehes, aranquillty, coptepimente buatt peace 
of mind, and/the-{enſergf the diving ae 
grnitbon ni-bos 8 ni yiolg 2 39.4 id 
Gral Tha απẽj /, ,p ION labour qa aid 
Wimme bliſs.” aer Fhey 6 
| firmament, and they. that turn many to righ- 
tebuſneb,.cas, thic ſtabs for ver ande ver.“ 
Every citzzeny he bringe to the bheavenlyiSiog, 
will de ,4n:additionahijewel\ ind his rw er 
Nay, not one of the devout exerciſes an 


and his family, will be loſt in the kingdom of 
4e 3353 
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God : but will be preferved' an, det book ef 
remembrance, that is ritten before him, fot 
**. theta that feared the Lord; aud thought upai 
hin name:: Whilſt barlives!below;/hig houſes 
bold may be called a fatrebnuticry:for baff. 
Theit preſent delighuſul: taſk! will e there 
ebntinued vnthumwtamed vigbung thair union 
with Chriſt Will cher there comploted lin aiper⸗ 
ſocvfruition of him; und their united prayers; 
Ach üs dsvedh hes, witlitie-Diideitxtioh 
tol a fulll and uniberſal Harmany tt bot) to 2s 
to ni νονj ͤ ON 49bay ad IE A h i 
ay theſe corlfideriione füt adee pH ode 
winds; amd melt our frozen? heart irs an 
ive 2m), fer Cheſt imd his religion? Et 
us ud enger Be derten WAH eee wee e 
Chtictiads, nor abhienedofiiths: | 
Chriſt.” Let us glory in it, and r 
euinpbos of ats power thatꝗ inſiamall x th tha 
ſame heavenly ſpiruꝙ they may follow usa ith 
anited-tremiphs, interthe Mina Gocke 
Hg O ,t mus 3801 od bur noon 
1 h rhe Rather, Gan a dn, me 


en 2X9 uovab od 10 ono 36:1. pul 
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Beto, Fond you forth: as __ a Pf 
"wolves -* be ye, therefore, au ar ferpentt, and 
nne det. . x ARTE 10 
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\HIS edu of the (WOES of our bleſſed 

Lord to his diſciples, when he ſertt'thetri 
* to preach. They were perſons iicoti- 
fiderable for their number, unſkilled in the 
arts of policy, and deſtitute of carnal weapons. 
But they were going to be expoſed to the dan- 
gers of an inhoſpitable world, and encounter 
the pride and malice of evil men, who are 
here calleck wolves.” For, when men's paſ- 
fins are let looſe from the reſtraints of con- 
ſcience, all other prokibitions are inſufffeient 


to tetain chem within the limits of equity add 
juſtice. 3 is cravihg, and importunate, 


. The 


S #,o# 44 * 14 * > 4 Ah 7 
ff, - « 7 * ' * 
ESE Marr x. x6. £39280 
, . 
75 2 1 


ww" — _ 


LEY . 


—_ 1 — 


Þ 
g 
* 
4 
\ 
3 
b 
"= 
ko, 
TRY 
* 
* 
1 
ſ 
2 
9 


r 


286 Wiſdom and Innocence. 


The malevolence of the heart wants nothing 
but a ſafe and plauſible opportunity to ſhew 
itſelf in action. And; therefore, wicked men 
ſcruple not to make a prey of thoſe, who are 
unable to reſiſt, or avenge, themſelves. Theſe 
firſt preachers of the Goſpel would alſo raiſe 
the indignation of ſinners againſt them, ſince 
they proclaimed rtpentance,'and the approach 
of God's kingdom. Their divine maſter, 
foreſeeing how the world would be affected 
towards them, ſends them to learn a leſſon of 
the brute creation, Be ye wiſe as ſerpents, 
and harmleſs as doves.” The good qualities 
of each of theſe creatures, the Apoſtles were 
to imitate; the venom of the one, the timi- 
- dity of the other, they were to avoid. But 
the union of wiſdom, and innocence, muſt 
contribute both to protect their perſons from 
danger, and give authority, and influence, to 
the doctrines they were to inculcate. 
29 90 WY 
If this admonition was expedient for- the 
Apoſtles, it belongs alſo to the miniſters of 
religion, who ſucceed to their labours and 
difficulties, in all ages of the world. I am not, 
however, ſpeaking to them, but to-Chriſtians 
in general. I ſhall, therefore, apply the ſubject 
of this o—_ to N man, who bears the 


chriſtian 
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chriſtian, character to,every man among you, 
N 3 DO: knows. the. excellence..of 
take his — rob it of its e. 
live not, indeed, amongſt heathen perſecutors; 
but you liye in an evil world: - you live amongſt 
falſe friends, and nominal profeſſors: ou live 
amongſt thoſe, who, by their infidelity, and 
impiety, diſow n the church that fed them; 
diſhonour the Saviour that bought them; ang | 
are e FP, the true A of Chriſt. 
by png. the Jodrine of the. I 
ſhall, firſt, take a view of the miſchiefs occa- 
ſioned by the want of prudence in Chriſtians; 
ſecondly, of the great evils ariſing from the 
want of innocence, in the wiſe men of the 
world; and, thirdly, of the benefits that re- 
ſult from being, at the ſame N 66 viſe as 
ſerpents, and Hepes. as ne n dee 


And, firſt, men of good 5 
good diſcretion, are often. expoſed to the ya» 
rious methods of deluſion, which are prac- 
tiſed by the artful and deſigniug. Genuine 
goodneſs is ſo excellent, that they who:rhave 
it not, are ſometimes forced to affect it. Whilſt 
many, by forming * pretenſions to a chr 
"£468 1 Ne Fy, d 9 2101 . : tian 
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tian character, Hide from others, perhspetffuth 
themſelves, theit real depravi They' — 
rung; ſo Tong, their o —— 

belleve· heit own lye. If they thus — 
themſelves, well may they deceive othets 
alſo; eſpecially "thoſe; whoſe un füſpecting 
temper makes therm am eufy prey. But, When 
once the impoſtures of cunning tnen have 
gained adtmittamce into their hearts, their o 
attachments will, at length, make them blind 
to the groſſeſt delufions. The next ſtep will 

be to promote the ſchemes of hypocrites, and 
Five credit, by their names, to thoſe, who have 
no credit of their own.” Thus it is, that men, 
originally of upright meanings, unleſs directed 
by difcretion, will, at length, be brought to 
wrong, and injurious, acting. This is agree- 

able to the progreffive nature of the human 
mind; one delufion” begets another, till, at 
length, it becomes bewildered in error "arid 


5 darkneſs. So- true is the obſervation of the wiſe 


king,—* It is the prudence of a man to under- 
ſtand his "way, and the folly of fools is deceit.” | 


as ends Chriſtians fall 2 ende 
mee ſo are they expoſed to the at- 
tack of opetr villainy. Region is the batred | 
of wicked men; when they aſſault it, it is 
with virulence. © They watch my ſteps,” 
| | = 


Eibe a Bees dg 


ſays David, then thy mand fl 
Whan they find the Chriſtian, therefore, un 

FShardediby diſatetion, hachas bed 
: ne ben, pity. Ry en oben 


-« — of diſerstion, in nova men, pro- 
duces-Nil;ercater gvils than. theſe}; Religion 
is, xequently;wyured, . .agþ: only by, the vices, 
but the, amprudence. of its profellors.,.. Indeed, 
open fins ate Known, hy all, tobe inconſiſtent 
with every proſeſſion. But the little failurgs | 
of an indifcreet character are · oſten hlended, 
by the world, a ith che Mary ſubſtangę of reli- 
gien, Mep. Who overlogk the groſſeſt fins, 
in themſelves, will deſerys and magnify, the 
ilightelk, offences in i Otherz f and triumph, 
with inſolence, ben there is the leaſt, foun- 
dation for galumny. 215 Hence, geligion is, oſten | 
wounded in the houſe f its friends z the great 
author af it aradugeda anſi both his do@trines, 
aud precepts, viliſted by licgntious tongues, 
Haltzeal,, without, knowledge, in the beſt f 
MR does more miſchief than the at- 


— vn gen an adulterated faith, it makes | 
mares indiffaent to genuine trutbs. The 
gincesagf fingers Chriſtians are ganfounded 
with, the * 


Veel. Anczier 


„Wilk id makes praſe- 


— 


dagen its . . guodi,, mw bas 


— e ee is 
often hurtful; 2 withoutsinnçerher; 
is eutirehy oontradictory to'the Goſßel. I Ned 
not itlform you, that there are grcat muinberb 
of men, the whole of Whoſe attarments eu- 
fiſtsin a ſpteious outſide ! ” Artful, in ſupport 
ing « character, they ſeek to excel in popular 
accorhpliſhments ; . und, though · defiitme of 
thoſe qualities of the mind, which j alone, can 
gve A character ito oh — ena 
ofteii garn theapplite of an il. 

and no wonder. The wiſdom of the ſerpent 
E Femmes, | 
the difpoſitions; and works upon the foibles'of 
mankind; It enables a man to turn evety 
occaſion to ſelßſh ends. He makes ws of his 
own-reputation, and; where that/is wanting, 
of the reputation of the Goſpel, to acc pl 
his deſigns. + However, the Goſpel of CHriſt 
condemns/ his hots Gives of cunning. Is 
tendeney is to enlergs the mind itigivess 
noble firaplicty to the behavibùr, und ul 
ren is that godly 
Vina E n | W 
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figcerity, Which makes a man al Tfraelite 
| ladeed. There is no öceaſion for art, in true 
piety and bene volenete? there is no room fot 
deceit, in a heart that is purified! by the love 
of God. How vain, then, are mere external 
decorations, atid ſelfiſh purſuits. The thewy 
profeſſor may deceive others into an opinion 
of his goodneſs, e eee 


he hae) and — iverſe'v6 the 
laber ehriſtian giaces. Ele can have no 
mod ve for {elf-denial, and taking up che eroſs. 


1 be gives his money, it is without charity 
if he das a zeal for God, it is eorrupted- 4 


thecJeavert of his own perverſeneſ. n 
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Mean as the end ef the worldly 
or pn che is, nevertheleſs, often defcated of 
his purpoſes His own inconſiſtency forne- 
tines betrays him. The affectation of virtue 


delades the multitude; but che truly wilt | 


polleſs thoſe faculties of diſcertinient, which 
the werid knows not of. Theſe bring every 
pretenſion to its proper'teſty-and are moſt apt 
do ſuſpect edoſe — to fincerity and 
truth; which/-extort the af of fools, 


The artful man is never ſeevre : :in the midſt 
of Bis nn "His 
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ppon his rowidence, Letthe 


ſchemes are ſometimes counteradted by them 
More. artful. than himſelf; and the groatgy 
bypocrite finds out, and betrays the leſſat 
At other timeg, he falls into the ſnarg hg 
made for, others, is, duped by his own rt 
and becomes, himſelf, a notgrious, example, 
chan the wiſdom of ls is folly... 1011-1019 
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Bs ſhould. he ſucceed in lis qurſuitgy ſhould 
his triumphs be, laſting and:ywalloyed,.. whe 
ever Was ſatisfied with, ſuck, purſuits: as hi 
Ambition is à mere phantom. of; the i 
favour js,degnitful. Reiches flaw! ing, and, ithe 
man. Js, raving for more. Hie. feels unealineſs 
amidſt his enjoyments. If be. is an inferior 
knave, his whole life will be tormented with 
miſgivings. But; ſhould, he. be ſuperiqm to 
theſe, be has no reliſh, for, zeal happineſs. a He 
taſtes no benevolence, , or friendſhip-ꝗ He 
Poſſeſſes, but does not enjoy the preſent z he 
ſuſpects, and dreads the, future. Well may 
theſe things be ſo. He kn] nt God, the 
fountain; of - enjoyment 3, he. experiences. not 
that peace, (which , {prings, from a..reliance 
children of: the 
e: eM. not. their oſt . praſ 
bpild their: how, upon 


world, then, 
perops ſtate. . - 


BE ſand, bich wen bebe a throw 
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downy ahd which God himſelf will ceræ 
tainly deſtroy. The perfection of their art 
obmſiſts in deceiving: themſelves ; and their 
wiſdom, in accompliſhing” their own ruin! 
Alas l What pains do they take im weaving 
the ſpider's web, and cheriſhing vipers iti 
their dn breaſt, When the fame labour emo 
ployed for God, would have procured them à 
good.conſcience, and what is till more valua- 
ble, peace at thellaſt ! Blind and fooliſh men 
were this peace but known, and duly eſteemed. 
by you, how. would vo lothe your Wretched 
choice, acknowledge your deepeſt craft to be 
your: greateſt folly, ; and anxiouſſy ſeek [thay = 
pearl e PR wie) A der 
mn Fin hy S C 801 goki 
e IK % 0 bt 
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uſe and efficacy of wiſdom and innocence 


united in the ſame | breaſt, Wiſdom and in- 


nocence combined are a: preſervative: againſt 
the dangers of our pilgrimage; and enable us 
to break. through all obſtructions, in the race 


that. lies befor ub. The Cliriſtian' firtified = 
by wiſdom, examines before he thuſes}: and 
as hei prefers the belt end, proſecutłs it in the 


beſt anner. He behokds f inꝰits varidu% 
| diſguiſes, and/ſees through therm all Wb 
A 3 | Satan 
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um and Innocthes,” 
Satan-Appears 2s a angel df lghtþchis pirnel 
| ing eye' detects the impaſture. He weignes 
then different enjdyments, Which folicit his | 
attention, aud conſiders them not merely 
with xeipe& to the pteſent moment; but the 
iſſues. of futurity. Should ſinners entibe him}, 

ber eredits not their boaſted happineſs; ſhould 
they rtvile him, he is aſſured they burt not 
bim, but themſelves. He provokes nohe'by: 
eontumely; and when trèated wrongfully by 
_ 6thers, he ropes the injury without malice, 
Bleſſed" with: a ſingle eye, though Hill liable 
to err, he eſcapes dangerous 'ertors He bs 
enabled to detect the ſophiſtry of falſe vittues: 
he diſtinguiſhes the offspring of the human 
paſſions from thoſe graces, that bear the cha. 
racter of their heayenly Father, He eſteems 
the ſilent efficacy of genuine religion more 
than the loudeſt profeſſions. With reſpect to 
acknowledged virtues, he ſuffers not the inſt⸗ 
rior to eneroach upon the higheſt; he giveg 
every moral excellente and chriſtiam virtue 
its dus place in his eſteem, and his! condd&, 
Should any donbts ani{t' in his mind, hu aſks 
tounſel of God, he conſults his word and 
abides by the decifiori of the orackes'of truth. 
In ſhort, ber judges not as the world junges, 
er een 
11618 | N ; ent, 
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mils gi buen as 


talent; ae of his Lord, Ibo rer 
quires him to ule it both faithfully and wiſely. 
1. God has given him abu of temporal 
 tleſlings,, be, will, conſecgate his, gifts by ? 
Hberal diſtribution.; and prudenge will direct 
it... Devotion will raiſe his ſpicit to the mant 
bons that are above ;. but whilk he continues 
bere, be will remembet that bis , cart] 
tabernacle xequires.ſorne. ſhare of his attention. 


Thus divinely fortißed, affluence will not 


make him proud, nor poverty diſcontented, 
He will not be caſt down by ſuffering,. nor 
clated hy ſucceſs. Should he live ameng 


enemies, charity will induce him to bleſs | 


them that curſe him; and prudence, to beware 
of their malice. Fidelity will engage him to 


reprove fin; and wiſdom, not to give that 


5 which. is hoh to. the dag. nor caſt pearls 


- before ſwine.” He diſcerns the cauſe of Tigh- * 


teouſneſs, whilſt be ſuffers for it, and equally 
avoids the extremes of preſumption, - and 2 
os i GPs BY Mrs, 


He ſuch Pye, ** ue both abe | 


4 


oxes to God and his fellow+creatures. What 


. of true religion, and conſults its 
| honour among men. Iudeed, this is what 


nds "0-4 through 
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Htoagh Neuer an Ws consck⸗ “ Tele! 
fore, the enlightened Chriſtian is not content 
tb be gbod, he endeavours to adern goodnefs, 
And e it amiable by a prudent and amiable 
eatriage. He" is not content to know thie 
Andes "us diminiſh the credit of religion, 
nie ſtudies to avoid them. "He walks with'a 
| Heads, that his'Virtues'trizy appear graceful to 
others; Hie lets his - light ſhine before men, 
that they may 3 from hence it 


* 2 an 


ſprings.” OM 4 " 5 e a 1 5 
3 All bis des fail | er producing its 
deſtined effect, in profligate age, his re- 
ward will return into his own boſom.” He 
cannot, perhaps, ſtop the mouth of calumny, 

55 but at the laſt it will appear as ſhameleſs as it 
is unjuſt. He cannot avoid the dangers of 
the world, but he lives above it. Well 
acquainted that the general lot of Chriſtians 
is, through much tribulation, to enter into 
the kingdom of God, he ſuffers like a Chrif-- 
tian, chearfully, and reſignedly. Though the 
world is not his friend, nor the world's law, 
he is bleſſed with the friendſhip of him, Who 
hath overcome the World. Armed with the 
Weapons which he affords him, he 
teſolutel) forward,” "lt" he is become mire + 
ot $7701 1,4 | than | 


a. e 297 
can conqueror, through him that ſovsd hirn. 
Then will all the paſſive virtues'claſ; PFru- 
dence and caution will be no more. In 4 
future life, as the unrightecus hall know no 
good, ſo the ſaints ſhall know and dread no 
evil. The clime will be ſuited to the temper 
of each'? there will be an unpaſſable gulph 
between them, and their ſeparation ſhall en⸗ 
ae e Gre on E ¹οj,jꝭ boils en 
"80 enen, v11635 lie i vide 7s ics 
Be parti dbesebel plies you are 
that ſuffer, till the coming of the Lord. Does 
the world tradtice you Let hot 'the world 
juſtiy accuſe” you. '' Confider your bufitiels- 
here; it is to preſerve à c e Eee void of 
Ges towers Gedfand bsp: Nhve tb Welt 
to the difp6fat of your Maker; You are here 
probationefs for the'cternal wöfid f Joh an- 
not be delivered from the troùbles of this till 
your probatidt'is ended. Io a" them dhe 
time for the exerciſd of your virtues. Here 
you ate tried, that yeu may be puriſied. The 
ungodly are like wiſe tried, 


and ſtill ſpared, if 
ſo de the goodneſs and long-ſaffering of God 
ſhould bring them tn repentance. But when 
the harveſt et the earth is ripe, ** Gdd will ſend. 
his angels / to thruſt in their fickle,” and they. 
ſhall gather the wheat into his garner but 
tte bur 


Tum (hallobs man ge che. yinues and pe- 
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Here, — weighs 10 al of us ſo 
the {ends of that wiſdom, which will produce 
ſuch a bleſſed increaſe. Though the ſoil be 
unfavourable, it will amply recompenſe our 
labours even in this life; and, in the next, will 
all times, we ſhall feel the truth of Solomon's 
panegyric,** Happy is the man, that findeth 
wiſdom, and the man that, getteth under 
Rayding. , For. the merchandize of it is better 
than the merchandize of ſilver, and the gain 
thereof than fine, gold. She is more precious 
than mbicsg and all the. things, thou, canſt 
deſire, are not ta be compared unto her. 
Length of days is 1 n her Wende and in 
are; ways of plealantneſs, and al her paths are 
peace. She. is a tree of I 
hold upon her, and happy is every one t 

retaineth her.“ Is there — — in he 
a end, that can come in competition with this? 
It ineludes W and 


oed ioß · 


infinitely-midre; * Make, then, life fubſervient 
to wiſdom. Be content with ſdeh u knows 
ledge of the world, as may teach you to avoid 
s ſnares; and ch s portion in it, us may 
Jead you om to a better. Dat remmber that 
it comes from above. Pray, then," for the 
aſſiſtance of that Spirit, whoſe office it is to 
teach, to guide, and enlighten your minds. 
Then will guile, and hypoeriſy, and malice 
fly away: the wiſdom of the ſerpent, and the 
harmleſſneſs of the dove, will be united within 
you, You will know the world, aud deſpiſe 
it: you will know God, and will love him, 
You will ſtudy the beſt patterns, and will not 
be aſhamed of thoſe graces, which though 
are eſſential to the goſpel of Chriſt, And to 
cloſe the whole, you will follow the ſteps of 
your Redeemer, who in the midſt of an adul- 
| ferous generation, lived a blameleſs life, and, 
though deſpiſed and rejected of men, bore the 
divine character of the Son of God. The 
fame croſs which he bore, the ſame enemies, 
the fame affliftions, he hath Jeft to you. 
What then remains, but that the ſame mind 
alſo, and the fame affections be in you, which 
were in him, that you PE Ts | 
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and rejoice even with 5 


* abundantly 
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nam to nonqunon. od: id 36 5219upatans 
| P is notinnuſal in ſcripture, to repreſent 

Xander natural and viſihlel images, ſpiritual 
andinyibble things: By this means, the ima» 
gination is very ppwerfully impreſſed, andthe 
attention of men is taifed-from ſtnſblo objects 


<0 diinne truthb;qfrom) the works,! of nature, 


td the. of grace; ftom earth to 
benen A very beautiful inſtance of this is 
afforded * the words of ts tert.. The 
| 24k wil 


and the deſert bah N Gch butt bloſſepn as the 
roſe.” By the wilderneſs and the deſert, we 
are to underſtand, by a uſual figure in the 
word of God, the defolation brought upon 
the entrance of which. as. the fall, paradiſe 
had flouriſhed in all its beauty. It is, there- 
fore, with peculiar propriety, | t that won- 
derful diſpenſation of grace, by which the 
canth was to... be. reſtored... through: Chat, 
N 8 re return of Ai 
hy ne ner WEN 


loſtin ths his beſt ſecurity and privilege. . In 
'conſequence of this, the corruption of men 
quickly: appeared. Having a ſtiong party 
againſt God in thein own breaſts,” a ſenſe bf 
his preſenes w ſorgotten; and the chief 
guard to virtut was loſt. ' It was either o- 
founded with glory and falſe ambition, or 
depraued by the ſelfiſh appetites; ſo chat t 
— f 
amin. 2222 ed h H . nat 
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11. But 


But — — 
celitives to- vice were in proportion ſtrong. 
Whatever ſuited tho peculiar ebrruptions of 
men Was purſued with eagerneſs, - Which nei. 
ther the efforts of {the reſttaints 
of human laws, nor the dictates of nuturubeon- 
ſeience were able to oppoſe. True piety was 
no more; for the obhects of men's worſhip 


were either nothing in — 


— either ſpent itſelf in unmeanigg rites; er 
contributed to make men mere ! deprived. 
The vieious practiſed their vices with alle - 
ance, and became treacherons, revengeful, aud 
laſei vous, in proportio us they 
er ee 189 211: Dede 
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— WK! 026 its) of nit 
Sin! abounded > men felt its eig, but fy trot 


the remedy. - Their ſorrows had no true alle. 
viation j- their calatnities no refuge When 
their conſciences accuſed” them, to which | 
their gods could they turn for pardom? Like 
men bewildered in a deſert, they wander, and 
there is no friendly band to guide! then 

. 8 
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ET peither 
ſprings of living. water, io ve freſh the thinſty, 
nor. choariul-ſhads io ſheltet the weary, EN 


e H ñ a 8 63 : ald 5 BIAS! 
Need I' mention how unprofitable, Was life 
in::this:-conditien+2/; How could the chief 
good of fe be. pm ted without; religion? 
If mend are no gqod fbr themſel vgs they 
cannot: bet uſaful tao cthers. A true ſenſe of 
the-celationthey. bear: ton God, is. xbe beſt 
ſeourity of the great ends of theix-gxiſtence, 
Where this is wanting miſtaken {elfi,ocey- 
pies its place, man becpmes his,own idol and 
from... the , very. gonſtitution,. of dur pature, 
where the paſſions g rn, Ahey hae g de- 
ſtiructive, even to their on poſſeſſors. The 
has not aggravated its character, m which, that 
of the impenitent Jeys is. incinded. . They 
are all gone gut of the Way, they; are toge- 
ther, become. uuprofitable,. there is none that 
doeth — o not i pne. Deſtruction and 
Wars, and tba way. of peace 
2 — There isn fear 
| God: before their oyes7” Ui cannõt —_ 
am 58 ' cl 


cluded from hence, that God had no ſervants 
even among the heathen world. Some doubt - 
leſs acknowledged his ſecret voice, and bore 
teſtimony to his goodneſs, by their gratitude. 
They made the beſt uſe of the light they had, 
aud longed: for the dawn of ſome brighter 


» Whereas thoſe . deſcribed by the Apoſtle, 
whether Jews or Gentiles; were without ex- 
cuſe. Their fault was, they did not like to 
retain God in their knowledge: their puniſh-, 
ment was, they were given over to a repro- . 
bate mind. They felt the darkneſs, which 
they choſe; and their lot was that barrenneſs, 
which aroſe from their own perverſeneſs. But 
we are further told by the Apoſtle, that they 
who have finned+ without law, ſhall alſo 
periſh without law; and as many as have 
ſinned in the law, ſhall be judged by the law.“ 
It follows then of courſe, that that ground, 
which either produced no fruit, or brings 
forth thorns and briers, is rejected, and is 
"_ unto es, whoſe end is to be een 


ha fine of fallen Ae How, diſſes 
rent from the time, when the garden of Eden 
n abode, bleſſed by the d n 
e . 1 8 | 6 
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256 — 
. As; paradiſe was the temple, in hid m 
convetſed with. his Crvator, and paid him 
that ſervice, which he accepted, ſo man him 
innocent his employment, to tilk the: gardeti,, ' 


and cultiyate the fruits; emblernatical theſe 
of thoſe diſpoſitions, which he copied from 
his Creator. But after the fall, when fin- 
ef man, and ſcarcely, with the ſweat of his 
| eee eee #2 


When ag eee ae , 
world reſtored by Chriſt, - the earth was 
then to become a paradiſe again; and, there- 
fore, the Pfalmiſt, upon a view of this glo— 
rious event, cries out, in rapture, Let the 
field be joyful, and all that is in it; then 
thall all. the trees of. the wood rejoice before 
the Lord. The prophet Iſaiah frequently 
uſes. this alluſion in · deſcribing it,—* I will 
plant in the wilderneſs the cedar, the ſhittah- 

tree, and the myrtle, and the oil- tree: Iwill 
ſet in the deſert the fir - tree, and the pine, 
and the box· tree together; and as the waſte 
Places were to be made profitable, ſo the. 
hurtful, and accurſed foils, were to be en- 
titely changed. *: Inſtead af the thorn ſhalt 
Mz, I's | dome 


; — b. 
e ee and dend es beer 
hall come up the myrtle · tree; and it ſhall 
be to the Lord fbr à name, for an everlaſting 
— EPhertr ag vr, Treats 
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„wee eniblemmatical ie he ee f 
will appear by conſidering the efficacy of this 
glorious Goſpel. In the heathen world, phi» 
loſophy had done its utmoſt; the refinements | 
of ſociety took no hold on the morals of ment 

every ſpecies of government had been tried to 
reſtrain the diſobedient. Yet the virtues had 
forſaken the earth, and left a. deſert behind 
them. The Jews bad; indeed, been bleſſed 
with the law of - Moſes, a high privilege, a3 
it was an introduction to a better diſpenſation. 
But io law / can purify the heart; no law can 
give ſtreugth to the weak affections; no law, 
as ſuch, can provide a remedy for tramgreſſion. 
However, the law, as a ſchoolmaſter, had its 
vſe. It kept the rebellious will under ſore 
reſtraints, and ſerved to convict, and humble, 
the "offending. Its diſcipline prepared men 
for freedom; and, there fore, when the ful - 
Son, made under the law, that we might re- 
ceive the end for which it was ordained. 


_ then, and truth, came by Jeſus Chriſt. 
X 2. 1 
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308 The Efficacy of the'Cofpel. | 
forth with a ſplendor, as univerſal as the light 
of the ſun. Its ſound went out into all lands, 
and its words unto the ends of the world.“ 

Wherever it was received, it produced great 
effects. They who © were ſometimes darkneſs, 
were now light in the Lord; they, who, 
defore, were unprofitable, were now profitable 
to themſelves, to their maſters, to their de- 
pendents, to their friends, their neighbours, 
their enemies. What they derived from 
merey, they communicated freely. The love 
that was ſhed abroad in their hearts, was not 
confined there, but diffuſed itſelf in its turn: 

the world, then, began to ſee diſintereſted 
virtue. Wherever the ſeed was ſown, if the 
foil was kindly, God gave the increaſe 3 for 
God, who is rich in mercy, having provided 
ſuch falvation, withholds no means neceſſary 

to make it effectual. As his ſpirit was not 
wanting; ſo neither were the moſt powerful 

_ - motives. The divine treaſures were laid open. 

Ts nobleſt virtues were encouraged with the 

nobleſt prorniſes; and the ſmalleſt acts of be- 
nevolence were not to loſe their reward. 
on was 1 8 _— 
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2 — of whe — was ſufficient 
— wotoieg the- moſt heroie graces. 
Their very ſufferings were triumphs. Thus, 
they thut were planted in the houſe of the 
Lord; flonriſhed in the courts of the houſe of 
out God As fin had abounded to deſolate the 
earth, o the fruits of the ſpirit then abounded. 
and repberiiſhed it; Love ſucceeded to hatred, 
unity to diſcord. Sa vageneſs f before mec. 


Neis; not and debauchery, were bound in the 
chains of temperance. Superſtition gabe way 
to piety ʒ and then was fulfilled the prophecy 
of Malachi, -* From the riſing of the ſun, 
name ſhall be great among the Gentiles; and 
in every place incenſe ſhall be offered ta my 
name and a pure offering; for my namt 


ane ec bal: nw; ess ha 
£09 247 19h badi nood hot Holand ard 
— be bjedted, "chat mouch-Gin-thi 
remained; thatwoeds, and thorns, fill ſprung | 
| up, even in the heritage of God ; and that, 
to this very duyg we wait for the reſtoration of 
the world The anſwer is,—that wherever the 
religion of Chriſt is truly embraced, its fruits 
will be ſeen ; that its efficacy has actually ap- 
. | . X 3 | * 
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peared, 4 in bauiſhing ſome; ſins, and diſgracing 
others; in bringing forth to ght graces un- 
known before, and iu improving the world 
in general; and that this improvement will 
be complete, when the kingdoms of the-world 
pre become the kingdoms of [Chriſt.,-Ig-the 
mean time, if the chriſtian heritage is, (till 
geſiled, it is becauſe an enemy hath ſowed his 
ares. which are not to be deſttayed till the 
3 The . — 


bas few 150) Ati tune 1701 7 od it: ore fry 
_ v6 But, auen. this reſtoration ofthe world, 
of joy t ee Chriſtians... i ang 
had been promiſed from the aingt anti 
he himſelf had been deſeribed under the 5 
Fudter of areſtorer Aanfl.x&delveterers! There- 
fore; the Ipiritual Liracl waited with -anxrous 
<xpeRation for. the conſolationihe was to ad- 
miniſter; and, as this was not to be ehe 
26/ the Jews, but extended t all, he was, 
therefore, called the deſire all nations 

hen he actvaliy appeared, the love of God 
* * 8 . 
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aud his goodneſs ſb conſpicuons, as to revive 
the fainting, and chear the deſponding. For 
what ſorrows of human life did not bepre- 
vide a remedy? What calamities had not he 
power to oonert into blaſſings ? Did fin a 
cuſe His office as to deſtroy its tyranng, 
and avert its puniſhment. Ho chad a promi 
or every ſincere petitent, an anſwer; für 
every herr Pœritioner z, and hes! bleffings * 


<<! good Soon, — 
4%, Lord no letteſt thou thy ſervuat depait 
in peher according to thy word. Aũ ND 
was the/ exültation f ithe ſpouſe of Chir, 
whan wearied with the rolk of her pilprienigh, 
Lat under 'his' ſhadbw-with' great delight, 
[and his fruit aas ſ ot to thy taſto. 7 
zich mögt horns od Met eh. οõa4 
Ae hg mea are ehis iireſhedr1hrowgh 
Chriſt, ſd they; who are capable of the wort 
refined joys, athrougli him, i reliſh them moſt 
| abundanitly. As ſin is mitery; fo religion is 
the trueſt happineſt . A recovery of che 
divine image and a reſtoration to God, brings 
ee the feu and makes men 
LET e experience, 
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the peace. 
higheſt, good - l 
_ to Rat, A 
torus mew” Win 
= 9. When he entered 
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w ee d dle Geßel. 
eee gs Wh 
his rauſom, God hitmiſelf Rood forth conſeſſed, 
being teflocted fror his face, and appeared 
infinitely-mercifol; and inſinitely juſt, ul. 
rious in holineſs, fearful in ꝓraiſes, doing 
ke b dicavoidedbylahs canfeidus/ert 
; Ne EP HIER EH ee 


Lord, and the enciliency eaten Bod.” 
wat ror low: vas en er 5. 3 | 
Chriſt, having procured; our pardon, 14 

oended up on higb, and hath opened the doors 
of heaven to all believers. Hero, then, is a 
paradiſe complete and if this earthly reſtora- 
tion de ſo full of comfort; and f joy, what 


radiſe bring fürth! How lorious will the 
.new/theayens, and the neui earth, appear 

Into the earthly paradiſt/ delightful as: ĩt was, 
ſin oues efered During this ſalt of pen - 
ration for gloryi alas? hom oſtett are o heſt 
with infirmities, aud need all the conifbrts 
that God hirmfelf beſtows “ Buttiin his W = 
manſions, every eurſe ſhall ceaſe. The * pare 


NN the — vb: 105 
the 


inconceivable bliſs will net the (heavenly pa- 


river of the water of life, elearous chryſtal, 


sg TheEfficocy g abe Gelee 
be lamb. In the midſt is the tree of life, 
no longer do be withheld. beating twelve 
manner of fruits, yielding her fruit every 
month, and the leaves of the tree are fur the 
| healing of the nations.” : . Perpetual delights, 
aud evorlaſting health, will flouriſh; there. 
Aud there ſhall be no night there, they 
ned no candle, unither the light af the fun ; 
—ꝛů 
ſhall reigu for ever and cr. 
an Dot: wedo yon; los 351 br bal 
Laſtly; let us, then „my brethren, bleſ- 
24 with ſuch privileges, and expectations, 
bo warned, vithla true ſenſe of gratitude; to 
our r God come 
not thankful for chis is there any bleſſing 


and incapable of epjeying there. But how 
bienſelf determine. If ye bring forth much 
Let us diſtingeiſn between kindneſs and par- 
tiality: if we, being wild by nature, are en- 
grafted. into the good olive- tree ; or, if we, 
en through mercy, intu a kindly ſail, 
2112 | | © 


ET ITT OR 
yet ſhould bring forth no fruit i we are ant fit 


for Gody and this will bs dur ſentence, it ut 
it down, Why cumbereth it the ground?“ 


Much leſs let us imagine, that 2 
be evil, e can be accepted of him. For a 
good tree cannot bring forth Sorrupt fruit, 
neither doth a corrupt tree bring forth,good 
fit. Fot every tres is known by his .]. æmq 
| Frait-> fot of · thorns men do not gather figs, 
nor of à bramble-buſh! gather they grapes 
and 25;iby our fruits, weiſhall ke kngway-10, 
RC be our rewards, 


L 


Holand: 20 n 0 r io Su ud 
However, ler v0,mas judge another by, his 
own ſtandard. The qualities of God's planta- 
tian. though all, falutarys Vet dre. cafierent. 
AYChriſians bave not the ſame, office; all 
have not. the fame talents ; all hays, pot the 
lame, means of growth. Somę are, weak, 
others, rang; ſome afford both ſhade, and 
ſhelters others want ſupport.¶ But let not the 
weak envy che ſtrong, nor the ſtrong neglect 
the Weak. Let no man deſpiſe another; but 
let all liberally communicate, 3ccorfding as 
they have received, and edify one another; 
that ſo they, Who depend upon one common 
Lord, way promote the common good of 
B other. 5 .. — CY UG wh ads 

442 | Moreover, 


s en Nies of ute pen 


vidence, but undeavour to gro ſtrong. Let 


Will afford the young convett grace for grace. 


* 


not the young Chriſtian deſpond, becauſe. he 


meets with many obſtructions in his growth, 


arid rivals not the aged; but retnernber, that 
there ure firſt bloſſoms, then fruit; that the 
grape is ripening in the flower, and that God 


Religion 8 impreved by a gradoal increaſe. 
We receive from the Lord the means of 
divine nurture, and grow till we arrive at a 
due maturity. Thoſe means chieſly are a de- 
vout uſe of the various ordinances our Lord 
Kath iriffratha in his church; and particularly, 
a Conſtant obſervance peer, it 'privitte; And 
in public; and a facratnental participation of 
the body and blood — —„— 
pref® forward, and watch che iiſtimiztions of 
His gacef and uſe the means, and place Gur- 
Ae bidet! his diſcipline ; and chert; though 
Hur beginnings have been Knallz yet Pur Miner 
end will greatly increaſe · We ſkill bring forth 
fruit that will be accepted, through the merey 
wee dee eee dil Ae 39! 
t (29 Hiba bur Ir inom oued yads 
7 whom, HG Hb! Father! and the Holy 
G50 . all glory*and atbration' paid, noa, 
and for evermore, © dachte dan 
wooden 5 5 i S ER- 
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Wen obey di eee 2 | 
abt ene, ca be, 


A $ the time eres for an de TS 
eee bp duty to give you a ge- KN 
neral view of the nature, and obligation, of = 
this much · neglected ordinance ; in which, as _ 
there are many things, which more 1immeds» 
ately concern thoſe, Who are of an age more 29 
peculiarly fitted to partake of it, ſo there are 9 
ſome, which are worthy the conſideration of 
thaſe of - riper years, and a . 
progreſs in religion,” ob inen rt 


It we conſider the miniſter's ſhare in this I 
mixture both of pleaſure and of pain. It i a 
18 5 : plea- 
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3zis The Rite of Confirmation. 

pleaſure to ſtore the minds of young perſons 
with ſuch ſolid truths as are neceſſary to their 
growth in grace, and their eſtabliſhment in that 
dovenant, into which they entered at the firſt 
ſtage of their exiſtence; whilſt, on the other 
band, we cannot but lament; that an inſtitution, 
derived from the pureſt ſources, and adapted, 
from its very nature, to chriſtian improvement, 
ſhould, notwithſtanding, be ſo unable to main- 
tain its influence, as to be deſpiſed, or perverted, 
bdya great majority amongſt us. The ſeaſons of 
confirmation prove, if we had no other proof, 
that there are few ſponſors, indeed, who at- 
tend to their promiſed charge; and that there 
are few of thoſe, who are baptized in infaney, | 
and are tome to years of diſeretion, that re- 
pard the covenant of their God. But, whilſt 
we lament this, let us endeavour to ſeek a 
remedy ; and, though none ſhould be found 
ſufficient for the abandoned and perverſe, let 
us try to win thoſe, Who would liſten to in- 
ſtruction, and are, perhaps, led to careleſſneſs, 

and inattentiou, through nnn Wt m— 
duty. Ms 


bt 


For nds: fakes, endes n 
have undertaken the province of recommend- _ 
F us. We read, in the 

; chapter, 


. The Rite of Caf 
chapter, from which the text is eben that 
Philip; the deacon, having proſelyted, and 
baptized, the people of Samaria; the apoſtles; 


Peter and John, went down to conſirm them 
in the faith, by laying on of hands, and com- 
municating to them, thereby, the giſts and 
graces of the ſpirit. In conformity to this primi- 


tive example, the biſhops, as ſucceſſors of the 
| apoſtles, and ſuperior officers in the church of 
Chriſt, have, ever fince the apoſtolical times, 
employed this edifying inſtitution, to the 
improvement, and eſtabliſhment, of young 
Chriſtians. This rite, then, though not com- 


antiquity; and is, on that account, entitled 


4 . n , 
| 4 tay #9 © 1 „ 
blame. 97 4 x. 7” 
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As children are, through mercy, entitled to 
the covenant of graee, when they are ad- 


mitted into · ĩit by baptiſm, though ſilent them 


theſe, they make ſuch: profeſſions of faith aud 
duty, as are correſpendent to their privileges. 


Tn canfirmation,; they ratify, and confirm, this 
an 3 this is made. 
So gs 3 we 


wy 


manded by Chriſt, bears the ſtamp of earlieſt 
to our veneration. But, as it promotes edi- 


fication, it is entitled to more; it becomes 
a duty, not to- be deſpiſed without great , 


* 8 7 F * 7 1 5 & 


ſelves, they ſpeak by their ſureties: through | 


* 


320 —— | 

_ bleſſes them, by laying:on.of bands, and im- 

plores a bleſſing, that they may receive ſuch 

aſfiſtance, from the ſpirit of God, as may en- 

due them with ſtrength proportioned to their 
conflicts, eren eee n 

5 | lives end. * aan. 

Gal ids: | 


91 15 the Pn bun wh . per- 


| : ſons were generally baptized, confirmation, 


we find, ſoon) followed baptiſm. It was, then, 

thought neceſſary to uſe every means to eſta- 

bliſh them in the faith which they profeſſed. 
But the neceſſity is ineteaſed, ſiuce, now, 
perſons are, in infancy, admitted into the 
church of Chriſt, leſt they ſhould be always 
infants in religion, ſtrangers to the divine 
love, through Chriſt, and perpetually en- 
flaved to the tyranny of fin. Infants can 
make no acknowledgments of - covenanted 
mercy ; adult perſons may, and ought to do 
it. Infants cannot be acquainted with chriſ- 
tian duties; but, as ſoon as they have received 


previous inſtruction, and obtained under- 


ſtanding, in the way of godlineſs, a ratifica- 
tion of their vow is juſtly expected. The 
ſame neceſſity, which obliged them to enter 
into their covenant, by baptiſm, makes it * 
WAY 1 them . it in con- 


firmation. 


8 Ie then, de deni Gneerity 
ſhaws-thatythey. do) wt repent Of, the f 
privileges; to hieb they -wer then admitted, 
nor of Khe; engage ments, unden which, thay, 
wort / brought / If, they f retuſe, to do it, in 


the orher ; and creates 2. ſtrong ſuſpicion, 
it hackt been left to their own: choice, they, 
would, probably, not haue been haptis ed.. 
noazrenntge 30 EA enohhsq orion trale 
Mhen, »in confirmation, young perſons; are 
putlin-mnind ol. their privileges, ;theſe, arg e | 
nobleand. tranfeengaut, that they naturally, im 
proſa a cmdid nd a feeling mind with 2 liyely 
ſeuſe of Gods love, manifeſted. in the rę- 
demption through, Ohriſt They, call forth 
che latent ſpaus of gratitude, before the af. 
te wou fi Ahe oll are, Geha ſed, by habits, of 
ane Wen they gonfels; their obligatian 
| they capt, be ſtrangely incon- 
 Gſdeldt3oif-theyy:do- D0t;-68aming,;theig., own 
hearts aud conduct, by their obligations. Have 
they renounged ſin at their baptiſm? Out of 
their own mgyths,. they declare that they, are 
eee # 


ſhaws-that, they. diſregerd Tg dee 5 


ier Faden guie, from'whoth, ſuck mol - 
titates receive their maxims, their ener, 
their principles, theis'echicitions "Here; they, 
nr only profeſs'the falth;”254it" ic in Chriſt 
Feſus, but ure contained to bring ic te It 
proper teſt ; tt. as they embfhce ſalvation: 
through Chriſt, ſo they muſt be prepared for 
the' reward” he beſtows,” by the obedlence 
which de eine: To this we may add; thut 
| when young perſons partake of confirmation 
freely and voluntarily, when they: eater to 
the true ſpitit of the ordinande, it ſuems they 
valve both the privileges amd duties. It be- 
comes, therefore, amayk oF-cheiv-fincerity,; 
and affords an encotireging pro of perie - 
pager . — 
upon them, and come in to he aid: of von- 
fence; to give them u lively ſenſe ob. duty, 
to quicken che tardy, to recal che wandering, 
aid reprbach thoſe with their grievous back - 
mes en YI nao 
Lr. f 42, en lsst 
26: 4 2. 13 ee 3 2 ee 104211828 
I. sf ——— to ever 
meins of grace, and affords an introduction to 
fuck helps, as are neceffary forthe progreſs of 
# Chriſtian. Particularly,/4t gives a title ts 
n N wh mither 
2 5 0 | ; "have 


7 


eee e of 4 
frmad, ate excluded from, by. the ancient 
diſeiplins of qur church. Aa, in ber judgment, 
they who refuſe to ackno ledg ihe obligation 
of their covenant, are unworthy eee 
de da vilege af... 


e ee wee boroifiaty ton. ai tnf! 


— nn hes | 


port xo * granted. Many 
fipations, may, happea,,,ju which it capnor, be 
_ abtaiped z qpportupitics, may be lo, agt. to 
be.ngeovereds;.. nd, indegd, I fregly,agknow- 
ledges.that the want of the ardinance;may. be 
ſupplied by athen means of grace; and tender 
conſcieners nęed not be wounded | by, uypno- 
tions too levers. ale ſuch eircumſtancts, the 
o/ingera xe dhe helps: they. haves and hach im- 
Plore deveutly, and jeſtly expect. a hleſſiug 
But this 1s, 0 encouragemegt to the negh- 
gen. dhe wilful,, and 3 
young perſons behold occaſions for i | 
ment, F 
the importance of chriſtian oppagtupityy. nor 
bay: great the Joa: when they deſpiſe the, 
they atm CY Rebgion tis ae | 


ton 
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carb Þ arent dern eeatefV/inithel 
ments ovght to be highly valued, and: W be 
ſeired will grateful edgernieſs by the humble 
8 td"*conſeientivus?” wondar 0-9:t151 od 7 vor = 
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It may alſo be objected, that this ippenduge 
to baptiſm is not inſtituted by Chriſt, but 


ordiined baly by the church; *"Bbrthe-blrch 
ines" her injurRtion "fon zee uu 
drity. The church, 4 a ſociety, em- 
pothered ti ordaiti Fes W. Wü fc ien, üg. 
Thieſe, "P"Hhey are neither repugusiit to the 
doktrine of Chriſt, hor hürdenſprbe It their 
natute, but ebntribute 10. cike Eaiß tt öf 
Her members, bir the Oiſciehec, and dif- 
tinguin the lobe enk wht Roms che 
proud Nchiſatie, and AP? provider” iufdel. 
He chat bearett ) on,” fays Chriſt, * hear- 
ech me; and he ad deen e zu, deſpffeth 
me; and he that deſpiſeth me, ND Hun 
har ſent me-, Tie chen that defpiſech, del- 
piſeth not man; but God, whatever pretert- 


ſions he nde he ty of thinking, br og 
„eig 120 Fiio its 3-4 (4 115 24 enokiog Suse | 
Vc; 4 WA 124 Nd: * FOES 197 e's 228 dir; 9 50 1081 ! 


And Fom hence, hall Arzw ät additional 
argument for a conformity to this very ordi- 


"ou ** its own nature, i tends to promote 
85 harmony 
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harmony among Chriſtians, as it is. a Joint 
acknowledgment. of one common vow and 
receiving a dleſſing, in one ſocial, band, from 
the regular and appointed paſtor of the Hock. 
It is or want of ſuch ties a8 theſe, that ſo 
many! are fond f running into the crooked 
paths of ſchiſm.” They have no foundation 
Hid for chriſtian unity; their minds are ugtu- 
tored in che very firſt principles of faith; and 
their .canſciences. uninformed in the nicer; 
peculiar, and; diſtinguiſhing duties of thei 
mien. ii 4:59 76 2177 91 


wy 0 
oli 115 10 "ry 55 9 


"5 Ta/orrent jthel Th to gore the | 


youthful; mipd with ſolid, though perhaps 
: ;truths, is .the. pleaſing, office af 
the chriſtian. miniſter, in the preparatory in- 
ſtruction of young candidates, As he watches 
the opportunity to edify his charge, whatever 
affords it he embraces, as it affords the means 
of doing good. At the fame time that he 
confers a Kindneſs, he receives a much greater 
in return. The ſeaſons of confirmation, there- 
fore, he uſes as. occaſions to conciliate the 
minds of his flock, to encreaſs his regard and 
affoction for them, and make it perpetual. 
Need I add; that as this connexion. is mutual, 
ck is "ny "ry TY miniſter and people: $0 
Y 3 improve 
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improve it; and that che dane 6% cl 
neceſſary ch makr it remembered with"foy, 
when both the one and the ochbt fall ippear 
| before” Me” great Shepherd, and account for 
talents given, for edification received, for 
2255 beſtowed, for "griticade returned” n 
r an eFH RN TEES O3 þ STAR 
"Weg" chief part or te" oldies un 
remams to be conſidered. The biſhop% in- 
poſition'vf bands, attended with"folemin piy- 
ers for the petſoris to be Tonfirtned; follows 
the ratification of their vow. "This apoſto- 
lical rite, when uſed in confirmation, was 
anciently attended with the mitaculous gifts 
of the Holy Ghoſt, d th diele to 

| ſpeak with new tongues; "ad" perfortt 
wonderful Works. "Theſe" gifts wers nevef- 
fa ary for the firſt planting of the church of 
Chriſt, © When they ceded, che rite Was ill 
as young Chriſtians were ſtill bleſſed 
by the epiſcopal order; and the more Exctl- 
"tent graces of the ſpirit were itnplored, that 
Wy 1 bad been fatdifed in baptiſin, 
it be ſtrengthened it in their chriſtian courſe, 
at length be crowned Wirk Victory. This 
by the end, which may now be expedted upon 
thoſe, 'whs are fitted to ' receive it. For ik is 
God's er Covertant, that is ratified 3 it is the 


deR Confirmation. 
| Gared inſtitution handed down tou com the 
bepinning, that is regarded. May ws; not, 
thereſaxes juſtly. hope, that be will bleſs ſo 


ſpirit, whey earneſtly. intreatad A, indeed, 
| the true meaning of. the ordinance; is diſte- 
 garded, no benefit can juſtly he expected from 
it, but God is mocked, and diſpleaſed, by uſing 
| the: ordinance; amiſs. But ſince chu his 
- gracious promiſe, aſk and ye ſhall. have; 
ſince he is away ready to bleſs his miniſters ; 


and is with them alway to the end of the 
world; what may we not look for, when they A 


—— a bleſſing upon the young, the 
gentle, the growing lambs of the flock. ? Does 
ant the; ee ee of the new covenant 
ent che wonglity of fun influences, and 
u k. che Girit whish ſopports and Hxgngrhevs 
the young Chriſtian, which attends his ſilent 


progreſs, which gives him a quick ſenſe of 
duty to God and men, Which makes him 


grow in humility as he grows in grace which 
beats down. conceit, ch ide his 


appoipiad:monnte,whigh: are-direfted. $0 4heje 
great things, ought to be deſired au amhraced 
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pious a work, by che communications of his 
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38 ie Nine ey Cbafirmation. 
| Shotl&any Riltbe hatdened-and puffed up 
in theif vain imaginations, let me-@xpoſtulate 
with thb with a neceſſuty freedom”! You, 
my brethren; 'profeſs- yourſelves members of 
the reformed church of England, yet pay no 
"regard to her care and affection / for you. You 
acknowledge its government dy biſhops, yet 
are inexcufably negligent of their original and 
poſtolical uſe You expect a bleſſing from 
God, yet either aſk it hot at all, or aſk it 
-amifs. Vos require ſuch! 4 miracle, which 
Was nevet wrought” you would be bleſſed 
with a diſobedieht heart. What, then, though 
others that begin in duty, may poſſibly fail 
through their on improvidenee hereaſter in 
obtaining their end; this affords no apology 
for you, that deſpiſe your benediction, like 
profane Eſau, who after wards found no room 
ee en be ſought it carefully 
1 5 DOLLY aſi M ins, 
N ia 13 4517 ein 
cd Perhaps you W . 
* call the inſtitution a form, and you 
ale for ſomething more ſubſtantial. But if 
Von think ye have authority to chuſe, where 
your duty is concerned, you are ' deficient"in 
its yoo TO ee e n ern 
"7 8 — et . a 
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even religion itſelf, are too often converted 


into formality, by {elf-delufion. How: often 
does faith itſelf degenerate into mere opinion, 


antl experiences become falſe and groundleſs, 


through the lea ven of pride and diſobedienee. 
Will you, then, ſeck the pure and ingenuous 
ſpitit of the goſpel with ſuch a — 9-0 
will not find it. It will leave you the painted 
ouiſide, the mere diſguiſe of a Chriſtian, and 
go to dwell with the humble · minded. God 
is à God of order and of peace, and hath 
ordaiĩned, that the ſelf-ſufficient; in whatever 


what they will, if they are uſed with a diſpo- 
ſition ſuited to their true end and purport, 
they till be efficacious. Though, then, vaſt 
numbers do, it is to be feared, make this or- 
dinance but a form, you, the ob jectors, are 
guilty of deſpiſing both the form, and the 


reality, both the ſhadow- and the ſubſtance. ; 


Should any think this too ſevere, they muſt 


be unaccountable ſtrangers to the complexion 
of the preſent times, eee eee | 
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garb they appear, ſhould be ſelf-· ſupported; and 
that they, who even ſeek the ſpirit in a diſ- 
" orderly manner, ſhould meet with a very diſ— 
orderly ſpirit. But let the meaus of grace be 
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thou fo regardeſt him! and What ſhall. you 


this renewal. Behold him preſent with you, 
whois not to be ſlectived by prufeſſions, who 
tries the thoughts, and ſearches the aſſections. 
bs there any room for iniquity in the heart 
4 before 


better things. Aud I urhort ſuch. af bu, as 
are going to be confirmed in your baptiſmal 
- covenant, to conſider wellethe nature of that 
eovenant : a diſpenſation af merey, brough | 
your head, taken into God's family, and enti- 
Ted to an inheritance in his kingdom What 
things are: theſe As you cannot value them 
of their tranſcendent worth. Labour, then, 
to be more deeply impreſſed with the riches 
as it were, of your miſery, to relieve you, and 
of your poverty to make} you rich indeed. 
mindful of him, and the ſon of man, that 


return unto the Lord, for all theſe n 


"Mg 2 1 


N | . Tp 5 $ tact nne 

4} W 5 Py 8 your part of the 
covenant, which conſiſts of duties to be per- 
formed, conſider what an awful trauſaction is 


before ſuch a GD Cun you offend: againft 
love; and yet be -gviltle ?' Can you here- 


which you have in your own'ptr/ons renounc- 
ed, and not be impeached of broken vows? 
tenor of your on profeſſions, and know the 
terms on which you ſtand. Remember alſo 
the yoſpel is a diſpenſation of love, the foun- 
dation of Which is laid in Chriſt Jeſbs. Build 
upon this foundation, which is a rock: if you 


reject this, chere is no other, that will abide. 


There is no other way to everlaſting life, but 
that which God has prepared and pointed 
out. But in vain do you profeſs the know- 
ledge of your Redeemer, if you deny him m 


your works. NE OT EO 


avail, if you do not receive him as the Lord 
and Maſter of your heart. See, then, that 
your faith is fruitful, that you not only ſerve 
the Lord with all humility of mind, but carry 


the ſame diſpoſition in every act of duty 


towards man ; that your faith may not be 
condemned, eee * 


Oh! then, de neh 
honour of your vows. As God is true to his 
promiſes, be you true to yours. And remem- 
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aſtet ſervs the world, the flethy and che devil, 
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eee not Amer the uſe 
of other meanz, but inpligs thera, No man's 
prayers will avall:youz; if you do not ptay ſor 
yourſelves. The ſolieitude f others will be 
of no benefit, if) you have-.no;compaſion for 
your on ſouls. If you are languid,. or trea- 
cherous, your enemies willi return with dauble 
force upon you; and: ſhould they prevail over 
you, you will grow. weaker. for your former 
reſolutious, till at length you will: loſe the 
power: to return to God. Let this, then, be 
the deſire of your hearts, What muſt I do 
to continue in God's love, anq; attain the end 
1b; my faith, the ſalvation of my ſoul ? Oh 
may this deſire live in you, till it he accom- 
pliſhed i that ſo your bleſſings may be bleſſed 
indeed, your pardon ſealed; your adoption 
/ manifeſted, and your inberitance enjoyed 
through os is *. en for cxer 
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giande to A x ode Mey love; which moves 
him to engage our rebelliciis' hearts. to his ob- 
dience is eonſtantly de vn in drawing us bark, 
When wwe are departing, :convirmitg us when 
We are wavoring, and inviting us to a more inti- 
ante union with him. The b ployment of his : 
life was one continued labour of love, and ut 
1 u. be left not his friends'withoutza 

| | pledge 


pledge of his abode, but appointed this me- 
morial of himſelf in the words, of the text, 
that as au repeated it, chey might 
have a | teſtimony of his affection, and ſtill 
behold him by fach- though departed from 


een 7 TO! 6&1 CMAM- HRT » 


That you, my 12 may be duly ſenk- 
ble of the value of this ſacrament, I ſhall, in 
the 3 diſcourſe, endeavour to ſet e 


was a Opa of Chriſt, fo the paſſoter itſelf was 

a type of che Lord's ſupper. The pafſover 
eee in xemembrance of 
_ Afraelites' deliverance. from Agypt; the Lord's 
ſupper is a memorial of gur deliverance, from 
Gn, accompliſhed by the Lamb: of: God upon 
the ecxoſs. Saerifices were ſolomn ac of 
itvocation,, whereby, the offeret eating and 
drinking at God's table by his appointment. 
im pleading the protoiſes of; his coyenant, 
vas cartibed of the divine fayour ; Gnge God, 
vouchſafing to entertain man his gueſt, 


gave him * 2 pledge of: bis acceptauce- 
vgk2!y Theſe 


— | EY 
Thoſe ſacriſicos derived all their; vintue from 


Chtiſt, being ag themielves ineſfactual to pro; 
pitiate offended juſtioe .:So:that when, Chriſt 


our paſſover was facrificed. for us, in lieur og 
theſe rites he ſubſtituted the ſacrament of his 
owh body and blood. For this reaſon, a little 
« Wich deſire I have defined to cat this. pail 


A 


ovet with you before 1 ſuffer ; for I Ia unto 


you wilt not amy more eat thereof, until it 


be fulſilled iti the kingdom of :God.??:1 Fhis 


enlargernotit uf divine gract: is; not.obſturaly 


intimated by the prophet Malachi, t F 


theirifing of the ſun, unto . the going douau of 


ther ame Mr nam ſhall be great apwng tho = 
Gentiles, and in every plate incruſe hall be 


offered in my name, and a put ſſering . 


Chriſt being cor, this praphecy B.now fnd« 


filled q and one grand ſpiritual i rw ite is: ] 


pointed, in which, :by-the eletnents af bread 


beſtow them upon us, hy Tirtuei of that Gags 


fice,, which! theſe: repræſani z in whinh: elf. 
God graciouſly atcepts this aut commemora- 


tion; and applies $2 benefis bf his Paflibtl 80 
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and wine, we plead: before/Godithe mexits of 
Chriſt's death, and humhl require him t 
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8 e ks . 
into two branches, one on our part performed 
to God, the other an God's part performed 
tue mp ww diet wav wrolteg 2, 
+8 10 1001805) ads borwinfidutontentis Ro: : 
»/ Lietous'firſt i conſider! the / ſormer pat. St. 
Paul inforins us that herein we ſhew forth 
the Lord's death, till he come It is ia. viſi- 
ble act, ii which we dc lar our truſſ in him, 
a8 & crucified Saviour, and a relianem on him, 
2 4 triumphant Redęemer. Ai deckiration 
tts ſuitablei te tha conditian bf ounrARture,. 
which is deſilłd tHrbugh fan, and has do xclaim, 
but through mercy. Here then, as am anvi- 
tation to ꝓenitent ſiniierꝭ, to preſent a merno- 
rial of thatifacrificetd God, by virtue of hich 
ibey approach the divine ꝓreſence. Here ve 
have found a Meciatpr, and how ſhall wer be 
intereſted in him; but in the way, uthich he 
hath appointed by repreſenting before the 
Father of mercy, by the outward element of 
bread and wine, that body and bloodhta which 
we owe forgiveneſs and acreptance? Such 
ſupplications muſt: prevail : we take heaven 
by violence, when the croſs is our banner, 
and Chriſt our leader. It will invigarate-our 
fainting minds, when protected by his ſhield: 
it will pour balm into our wounded ſpirits, 
9 when 
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The Ane f Cr, 35 
Our Juordy before he brake the bread,” bleſſedd 
It and gave thanks. His, indeed, was the 
brrad of affliction, and the cup of bitterheſſy 
ours the breadlof life, and the cup of ſalvation; 
Nevertlieleſs, bleſſing and thankigiving were 
the introduction to his agonies, and ſhall we be 
ſilent, when we hope to receive the benefits of 
thoinſꝰ No in the language of our excellent 
luurgy, iet ust with angels, and arehangelz; and 
all the edtpanycof heaven, laud and magnify 
thyglorioub name, O Lord, more praiſ- 
ingi the, and'ſaying, Holy, holy hety; Lord 
God of hoſts; ea ven and earth are full of thy 
glory Glory be tothe; O Lord moſt bigh,? 
Fiel e o ee e eee eee Ns IV * 
2Anceg endiv# Lord's fipper, ia ti renew 
daten rf peace we firſt made with God; 
 apeatibilplifiry,” Aceotdingly, it is called by our 
Saviour, the new covetrint in my blood. 
This is admirably adapted to our wants. Where 
ische ang that can ſay; My heart always ab- 
hurred iin and vanity; my feet never! wand 
dated in the paths of ' tranfgreſſion; In this 
ondinance, wo are called to examine outfelves; 
to acknowledge” our iniquities before” God; 


ſbab gur covenatit- 'afteſh;' which our fitis had 


a eee enn 
2 2 2 88 


a then ear and drink ut his table. Here WW 


34 The-Memovial of c. 
of ſin is throtyn off, and the fortbodinks uf 
deſpair are. ſilenced. So that, ſtruck with the 
apprehenſioi of mercy, each penitent ſihner 
cdries out, with thank ful ackuowledgements, 
<« Behold, we come . thee, for thou arr 


the Lord our God. E 191 AG 260117 9173 Ink 


0 848. Go Jets 1 791.0 2QU q'< * '- 196147 7 
„Here we renounce an ce debe 
and reſign ourſelves to the government. of o 
Lord. Sin: had pblluted the ſoul of the tranſs: 
gteſſor, and deſtroyed. bis peace. It niovr;aps? 
_ pears. delervedly' odiong; and his. contritioni 
takes the/deeper:yoot;.4n proportion. as mercy) 
appears more truly meroy.; Thus wor be 
love, he eſteems himſelf to be no more his 
own; but, as heis bought with ia price be 
becomes a willing purchaſe; he vos nneE ., t 
abedience, and reſolves, with the aſſiſtanao of 
Wes 4 and: to lee u him for ever 2 
| EW 11/0/07 Þ. 187% Adibrinbati an; 
py 1 be wanting te eom · 
plete this ordiuance, it 4s; 4; hond of church 
communion. He, being many,“ ma ue 
Apoſtle,,.* Lale dne breads. and one nen 
the bread broken is xepreſentation.of beißt 
erucified, ſo the joint partaking of that bread) 


* | 8 


The Monirial of Ct 305 
wark of that barmonious love, which ſübſiſts 
between thoſe, who, feeding at 6ne* table, 
derive ſimilar influences from one and the 
ſame: ſpirit; which worketh all in all. 80 
chat this ſacrament is not only a teſt, diſtin- 
guiſhing thoſe that belong to the church of 
Chriſt, frorn infidels and ſchiſmatics, but a 
mans of incorporating, into one body, all 
, true believers, - under Chriſt, their head. | 
What a bond of charity js here, not depend- 
ing on the weak uncertain ties of worldly re- 
ards, but knit together, in love, by the 
ſpirit itſelf, under the croſs of Chriſt. Happy 
characteriſtic, to go hand in hand, as diſciples | 
of the ſame maſter, children of the ſame fa- 


mily, and heirs « of the fame. 1 
1667 94 It M62 
$a Secondly: ne PANE its prin- 
| ring from thoſe ineſtimable gifts which 
God conveys to us herein; and they are no 
other than all thoſe benefits which Chriſt, 
by his precious bloodſhedding, hath obtained 
for us. Fe or, When he ſays, * This is my 
f body, which i is given for you ; OR this cup is 
the New. Teſtament, in my blood, which. is 
ſhed for you.“ It is, as if he had fad. — This , 
bread, and. this cup, received by faith, in re- 
membrance of me, are no longer n 
an 1 3 nas 


bread 445 wine, FATTY ls" 
lievers all thoſe bleſfings, whichahe ſacriſos 
of my body and blood, that I am about to 
offer on the croſs, will procure ſor them, 
Fo the fame purpoſe the Apoſtle tells us 
“The cup of bleſſing which ve" bleſs; is it 
not the communion of the blood of Chriſt ? 
and the bread which we break, ig it hot the 
communion of the body of Chriſt : Thou ooh , 
it be not his very body and blood, yet it is 
the communion of them; and all the benefits 
of them are, by the outward elements of Veen 


and wine, ſealed and eee eated 
FOR. 9 1 1 1 N i 
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Our Wis my brethrep, | wha you! Ire 
invited to this ſacrament, think you hear your 
Saviour intreating you, Come unto me, 
all ye that travel and arg heavy laden, and? 
will give you reſt.” 15 any among you 
weatied with the burden of his fins? him ; 
come, with a true faith, and lay them down 
at the altar of peace. Though 1 his offences 
have been many, and great, here is a feaſt of 
reconciliation. Though he brings nothing 
here, but a broken and contrite heart, 840 
will, through Chriſt, accept of that. To the 
D ai bondanks ak * 
i 22 makes 


\ ” 


88 1 A/ / . 
Wilde tie edmfortäFle addrefs, e I,. Ct. 
Lan Be, that blotteth dat thy nderetls ns, 
| 40d Will "hot teinetaber thy ns Does 18 
among you hünger and this after rightbo 


neſs ? Behold, in this ordinance, the fod'an | 


nouriſhment of your ſouls. Do you deſire a 
whore liſtimate union with your "Rederitier?— — 


Derive from hence his fagred ES 

9 " ade ide blucgüt ted bel a partibi- 
palich of this Sscrzment, confine to che Pre. 
Tent Hife. They reach 
bete, that covenatit js ſealed by CHAR, one dd 
dition of Which is; ** that be Will brin og ot» us to 
glory. Becauſe 1 Ive, ye ſhall live allo. 
the pious Chriſtian 1005 his hopes, we 
that, as Chriſt has triumphed d over death, ſo: 


"tive partakers of lis body tall, with hirn, riſe | 


Victorious. Do you not deſfire to ſhare His 
triumphs; ald rejoice at the proſpect of fuck 


glorious bliſs? Come, then; * taſte,” beſole- 
- Hand, how gracious your Lot is; receive the 


; pledge whict he offers. This is the bread, 
Which came down fromm Bede” that a man 
may cat thereof, and not die. Tam the 1 | 
| bread, Which came down from heaven. I 


any man eat of this bread, he LF We 
ever; and the bread that I'wilt give" is" ly 
24 5 _ feſt. 
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to exhort.you to aſpire after ſuch, priyileges.95 
theſe? Need I A you to the health, 
Ihe life, the-falyation, of your ſouls? If, theſe 
Wee, purebaſed,, at the. ALES: A ſhe 
115 affords, r. you-woul NP a bargain 


6 n 


NA, pee _ all, 1 15 ed to 
come, to; the ſupper of your Lord. A ee 
ſupper, that fequires, indeed, the garm ent of 
hymility, and the demeanour of gratitude and 
loye; but, without which, you can taſte, no. 
other bleſſing; you gan reliſh no other com- 
fort, that the ſtores of nature can offer vou. 5 
| Here, the maſter of the feaſt. has all bleſſi ings 
in reſerye; and though. he is the bigh and 
lofty one, that inhabits eternity, yet he here 
girds himſelf, and comes forth to ſerve you, 
What wore do you require ? 2 Win you refuſe + 
his offers? Will you forſake your own \ mercies? 
a WH: you. 1 f Wy”; Or, de you 
| TONS 
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ill 252 Hout 54 x place at, the heavenly 
banquet? But, can you gain heaven without 
your. paſſport? Or, receive your inheritance 
Without the ſeal of your, adoption ? Be alarmed, 


Ate at that 1 which Fre TRY 


are under an inſenfibie ag if not ſpiritually | 


| dead. ihe. Awake, then, vou that fleep, and 
ariſe K dead, Wade ranks rener 
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2 me appeal af to your ar forks. of. grati- 
tude. Remember what. Chriſt hath done and 
{uffered,,. Remember. his life of labour and 
reproach ;. his death of anguiſh. Remember 
that, all he, did, and {uffered, was for.  Your- 
ſelves; and, {hat nothing may b wanting to 
his affections, he has; enhanced y your. obliga- 

tions {till higher, by ſpreading a table 5 


vou, repreſentativ of his death, and invites. 


you, with the mo gerous welcome, 6 Eat, 


0 friends; drink, beloved. It was his 


ching requeſt,- —« Dothis i in remembrance of 
me,, Could we refuſe 10 ſmall a thing as 


this, to the deſire of a departing friend, like 


worten and tall» we diſregard the charge 
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of dire great” friend of fmners, wben he Wis 
going to hy down' bis Bfe for us? The ſincere 
Dehe ver is ifttefled to expres Tis gratitiide ; 
he rejoices be has an opporthity Frege 
it by N v that edifies and delights to- 


ether. my the abſeuter from the 
able of che dectirts” that he is not to 


be Wo d yany Kinduelſts! that he ls not to 


be ſetved by love. itſelf. Nay, the moſt inys-, 
Iuable bleſſings which entreat His acceptanck, 

give him an occaſion to fiew'an e 
that cannot be equalled, 


But, that 1 may canctude, We att all; 
brethren, baptized in the name of Chi = 
We have undeftaken the ſacred diſcipline of 
his religion. Let us not, then, deſert it, bya 
violation of one of u att important duties. 
Do we believe, indeed, that Chriſt is our 
Lord, and ſhall we rebel againſt his authority, 
dy an open diſobedicyce to it? We halt be 
Kik cendemdel. It will be in Vain to plead a 
ſerupulous conſcience, when duty is concerned. 
Is our conſcience really tender? It will de 
mollified under the diſcij pline of Chriſt ; and 
we mall be afraid both 5 receivin un wor- 
thily, and forfaking the table of the Lord. 
| era with ſa-abfuſin; thats i no 


© The Menoridlof Chriſh 34% 
room fol it here, He that has ſaid, & Ve are 
my friendz, if ye db'whatloever I command 
you,” has faid likewiſe, * Why call ye me 
Lord, Lord, and do nat the things which I 
Gy?” Will you, then, renopnee the faith ? 
Will you deny your allegiance to him? If it 
be in vain to do this, put on the ſimplicity of 
babes, and the contrition of mourners ; and 
then come to this-hely feaſt, as often as you 
are invited, with a lively faith in your Re- 
_ fleemer, and an unfeigned ſorrow for your 
fins and may the Almighty grant, that o 
may know, and eſteem, and purſue, the 
things that belong to your peace, before they 
de taken from Joh, and Je for over from 
your eyes! OT LIES * * 8 
Nöth to God the Father Fe, and Hoh ly 22 | 
He r up our ſouls and bodies, a lroing and 
accepte Jeri A 8 the 545 merits ang | 
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Fyr, it hath, been declared, unto, nr of get, my 

berbren, by them nubieh. are of the due of 

bloc, Fas there are. contentions among you, 
Nee i T Jay, that. every, one of you faith, 
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: HE. catholic iſpoltion of $. "IP 
* from. h is earneſt endeavours, | 
5 8 an increaſe, 15 1 the unity of he Z 
| FE of Chriſt. * his abundant labours « evi- | 
denced the one, his frequent exhortations to 
mutual harmony and ſubjection, declared his 
ardent zeal for the other. It might have 
been eaſy for the Apoſtle to have turned the 
affection of his converts to the purpoſes of. - 
ſpiritual ambition. But he knew too well the 
- nature, of the church of Chriſt. He knew - 
9 a that 


h Bois of Shin 


30 


— thew down the Meaütifür 
ſtrocture y which zeal had raiſed; and, fflät thô 
atdre flumelbub the cn vertb Werd, v0 eren 
porficsin-reliphuiſtahe fubre Günger Ob eue⸗ 
ned they would be to the king op ef 
Butz nötwächſtandiag the Apoſtlets care; df 
frons entered, Satan when he cd Hot pres 
vont the progreſs of tlie Gopal; Wed the 
oed of diſeord amongſt its followers,/and till 
retained: & ſtrong partyydnot only in His cowl 
kingdom; the. worldy but amongſt the prü- 
feſſors of: the faith of: Chiſt· * 
Church J unhappy Chriſtians !? It vas the büt- 
finefs/of the Apoſtles to robt᷑ out theſe fares r 
the eneiny, and tebore mae | 
the chriſtian fold. 
> abou dowd! 755 ae nein r 
Ste Pnul, heſides Fate als 
vou, tells the Corimhiarity' iadotHerplac?L2! 


zmobg you cnvying, and ſtrife; amd diviſiotw r 
are ye nat dathal, candoavalk! Ae f NV | 
while one. faith; Bam of Paul un another, I. 
5 2 Apollospi are — oth C 
words preceding the! tent hetintreats the = 
ſame Corinthians, -t. I belzoh;yonlpbrothred;s 
by the naras ofcur Lord heſus Qiiſt ; cat ye 
V ä the! fine n n 
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the ſteps. of the-Apoſtles; and2exertodthetn- 


upon then pureſt wodels of antiquity, i 


he 55 Ski 


916 ee, vn“ i; Ma, erhebt fl 
omans to mark. ther, which cauſe Hite 
Som tad offenges,- and avdid:,them,!! 180. 


Peter admoniſhes, the chniſtiaz-dbnverts- 1 
| be all-of, one mind, St. Joh, whose theme 
| was love, deſcribes thoſantichriſta im bis days} 


as..** mens. who. went! out: fran us but: they 


ware mot. f us 3. andi condetuns the conduct 


af Dio who ſet un for the Head df: 


themnſelres . St. Jude. likewie , denotes ger · 
tain; perſons with this eenſure, <:that-theyiſes 


Fj, And: unde pion iw abe Apoſtles | 


parate themmſelves fromi their baethren, bein 
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led by,their-gwan:carnab paſſioos, and deſtitute | 
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eee eee ene ac. 
The churehſ of England, which M/ forme 


afſtoꝝ . ita p the tuias op νν %, 
met) vrithxvinbent: oppuſersʒ u ſol can boaſii af 
n Nor is-ad leu _ 


da 


0! 


wide and homlipgazilgerned,,, 
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iniſters, in theſe, dayae; to watch, over. 

the, ommitted to. their truſt, and. not: 
egly-,tq;5all. thery, from wandering into the, 
but from der 
| Ae 5 the go leis Hapgerous. paths 0 
a error“: JL rb ercot 
whe 10 — * we ein he tt $469 oc: into: | 


——9 on the Mig cl church | 
Wee ſome. dic 5 
E lo peelerye the unit ca che hint i 


e e 17 e ae bes 
"oe bows Bro." 4 55 98 N. 1. ons teien 
1 1% let. one urch as. tha. 
ien en, body, as it ,deyayds, 
upgp ich ſpiritual — e 
ſyppart from, him, who yrorkethin i both 9 
wind 0 do, to it,18,0,v5/ihlc ſaviety, joined. 
togethsr by putriard band af, fellowſhip, as it. 
| Profelles one common dcp ine, ſuhmits to the, 
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up united prayers. and prailes .t9;:9pc...Gods. 
through one mediator, between God and man. 
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foundation of the Apoſthe s atguittent. s 
amongſt the Coripthians; one ſaid, . 1 r 5 

Pur; anothör, onde; anothetz, 1 of 
; cnuft:- be s, 4 Mbit divided u 

idw ihe Sree dle char Mud OR 

are enlgratted Itito "Ui 5, 
body: why, then, do'you' Ace it 
attachment to different heads? And, "thovg 
bone of you" pröfeſs that Jod depend 0h 55 

cn de if this be Hohe W e 
Wo, Ad unity; Aud butküel the ci, Jö, 
roh det Vir k 50 Ke h Gur" 
1 > the eee) deut pirkr, at 
vour 16 vide that body Weh UE — 
ser ect HHH) A Weighty cönndekdtien Nm 
which? wirt de regard 
who*dh aiſtiifguith'\ rellglom fröm its 
cler Ut AH ! ron per brick 40 
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5 de Ruit of Sh, 333 
are mem tobe brought to unity of ſentiment? 
There is one way, and one only; ſeldom, in- 

| deed, thought of by the diſputers of this 
urid z. its, by holding the grand doctrines 
ocxeligi ion in harmlity, and” ſimplicity, of 
mind EWborever doaritjes are revealed, as 


veneratioß duc? to Htinitets'of faith. Did all 
receive them "iti this thnner; there would be 
nd tooth fbr diſſention. Men would know 
the pro vine of 'feafou;” bd confine their cu- 
noſty within 4 Proper limits. Büt, vain 

_ man will be wWiſe s if he has no wildom; he 
wil affect if; ys hom gy will often be 
proportibntzd to Jpnoratice.* Hence it is 
that men divide; het: about the dodtrines 
themſebves, but the *irious"explanatioris-of = 
thoſe dedirines/\whichoare ditated-by confi- 
dende und error Wain man will alſo pre- 
ſome. He will not be content'ito hold His 
own explanations; as matters of opinion; -- but 
as matters of faut; and, therefore, he bee 
comes a partiſun: ih religion. With men bf 

ſuch a diſpoſition, the apoſtolical Pscht ef 
- unitytis ĩmpractioable. Ho :catr 7hey ſpenle 
the fache thing, who tiffer about alive ee *- 
be” ape W manta then 
Vor. J. er 
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Wbden men diſagree in ſentiment, tho 
next ſtep is, to giſagſos in affection. hea 
we bold. our own opinions to be eſſential We 
ſhall intrude them upon othem with, conte 
dence: 7 If they wall t gereiye them, having 
minds, perhaps, ton enlarged fur our narrow: 
neſs, and: bigotry,:/we ſhall firſt pity, hen de- 
pile chem. We, ſhall, Srarate from hair 
communion, and jpin ourlelyes to thoſe, ha 
 gratify, our own ynnity and prejudices ag 
that. that error, which might at fiſt be in- 
cent, grows, at length, to be 2 

caſe of _the.ſpul.;. But what, tough the 5 
timents of bigotted feparatiſts ſhould be true? 
What are right opinious without righa affec+ 
tions? What ſubſtitute Is theſe fot chriſtiaa 
charity? Can aeal make auy! reparation: fot 
dividing te chureh oi Chriſt & Though nea« 
lots ©* ſpeak with the tongues of men, and of 
angels, if they have nüt charity, they are 28 
wounding braſs, or tinkling cymbals.“ : Nay, 
bheugb they give heir boclies to he burned. 
.* for. orthedax opinion If they mix wich dne 
— e 
* them * n 


Ir men Weide, not about "opfhiotis, bite 
church goterütnent, and external M1feþtirls; 
let it be retertbered, that in e ; 
there muüſt bs e and, if Botknng 
burdenſome, or unlawful, te heine, Tab 
miſſion is a duty. No liturgy, or Ceremonies, | 
or tiles oF church fellowthip/ tan pleaſe > Whry 
ons Hürbout. But private Hürbur is of 8 


inportättee, when ir lande it ebinpetitierl 
an pant uuky. And if men Will tot 
tehounse it. in rinakters not eſfential. they ars 
Suite of che ſin bf oppofing jolt authority: 
It may be'fuficient to reply, with che Apbitte; 
to thoſe, who comte artned with feafbirs dic 
tated by private conceit L we debe ee wen 
| cviftocn, neither the churches of Ob 
une h 
beds argen wail Amend enge 
when we confider the public evils of diſſfen- 
tion. Politica? factions, we know, weaken 3 
ſtäte; 0 do religious fachiohs the church of 
n 85 


of good rhorls, is no mere regurded? Rb. 
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their party likewiſe; and though they diſſe t 
| not in opinion, ilk Giften Fro Every ears 
eis of her zuthotity e 9 
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356 . Bi. i. 
children. An awful ſituation, and full of dan - 
ger, againſt which there is no other ſtay, but 
che moſt diligent and zealous. endeavours of. 
' thoſe, who are the appointed wann. r 
eee, Hip FF d emden 
1199 TO * 1H INV $65 01 Tis 
: Va, alas! how. often: do theſe ende 

Kail! When the ſpirit, of diſſention has en- 
| texed, the demon of unbelief is encouraged to 
follow after, with all its dire attendauts. And 
when chriſtians, are engaged in altercations 
amongſt themlelyes, they have no power to 
_ oppoſe the common enemy. The adyerſaries 
of religion will make the quarrels of its friends 
zn argument againſt it 5. whilſt men, of ſcep- 
tical minds, taking advantage of. the errors 
of RY ſeas, will deny the truth, as 
it is in Jeſus: I might appeal for this to that 

mood of * ˖ which followed the reli- 
 gious confuſions, during the rebellion againſt 

King Charles the Firſt. I might appeal to 
the utter devaſtation of many flouriſhing 
churches abroad, which once filled extenſive 
nations both in Aſia and Africa, here the 
goſpel ſeemed to take deep root, and extended 


entered, threw down the fences, of the yine- 
 ypidg-apdyet.w raypBous. bealts.to,devour and 
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ite branches from, ſes to ſeg, But, diere 
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Mahomet ſucceeded; and the ſound ef the 
golpel of Chriſt is heard nd more, or heard 
nnr nds ee ee e en ee 


Wirst i % f, 03 eee bing . 
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Fortbert when men are enliſted under dif] | 
Fefent" parties in religion, It is näturzl that 


ent t6td dude Aken eff From N 


It muſt needs be ſo, wen they confound 
cheſe tenets with" the goſel of CHAR" ud 
inſtead of trying them by the goſßel, force the 

Ralf to comply With chef GWh Print 
ples.” Henee it is that they meaſure their owl 


= — owth in religion, by the perverſe- 
ir opinion. Hebe ac it is is that 


| Whih-favour the pride bf #narrow ant bigots 
tec mul. All this does ifibite "prejudice" do 


true religion, which cbünlts riot in names and 
opimens, r but r and peace, and 
Joy in the Holy Gheft- T bel grand 


points; ſhould zeal 
from dead wofks, faith in Crit; . 
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miatters, to the peculiar tenets" of their ſect. 
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353 . Boi of Miſh . 
bodies to him 3 u falthſul Radsemer, walls 
ing humbly with our God, living to his glory, 
Lord's fake, a peaceable behaviour, ſohriety, 
and temperance, the duties of juſtice, charity, 
bomility towards our fellgw-creatures huſhed 

through their minutęſt branches. Thoſe are 
the things, which ſhould; fill: the attention, 
and, occupy-the labours, of every faithful ſert 
vant gf. Chriſt. In proportion 25 theſe, are 
maintained, and urged. pon the canſeience, 
there Will be no roqm fop: leſſer differences, 
Hut theſr things are of no party, and there» 
fare ſerve not the purpoſes of: thoſe, whole 
Fer it rd Ir duiviſions. otro 
-ShiSvio offs 1 ir r Wang warts nn 


| \» This. ie net al. f id aſk. thoſe, — 


abe eee tight . Seed 5 
ſpirits and, tongues - -vwanld) be; equally ſharp+ 

shed againſt cach other; religion would bes 
lo&,.jn diſputation ; and the ver appearance 
af: peace would be baniſhed, not only from 
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m an from Chriſtem | 
dann itſelf. Where then would he the benign 
ſpirit of. the: galpeb? When — 
pat. es the wes of one. This i no ideal 
3 really ated; 
and men, under the prebext of God and reli: 
giqm have devgured,. and been deuuredoby 
vie another. e $51 10 I talq 
att biete Sud di 201 I D220 

__zLet:goiman being this“ ad an argument 
againſt the religion of Jeſus. Neligion is nat 
ta blame, becauſa men act dontrary to its dig- 
tates. True religion defiroys ifelf-concary; 
men will bel concerted, and perverie. Neli- 
Sion; enjoins: pee and barmony;: the carnal 
mnitadchasnathingi to-do with peace. , Religion 
nequires'fubmuthen ; pride puts in its claim for 
iadapendenoe. Is religion to blame, becauſe 
| — EN SPP HANeS-A 
alt: {ore uin Füge, : 
eferiqnolduyts , . d ene ee 
i will:eafily ſes hat the rights of con- 
dende are not concerned in theſs matters. 
Oonſtibude/ propetly directed is employed in 
voidiug-04)"and" purftüng ged. Wet. 
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ſgience for -unity'?who gery in diſſenting 
from others, as if union of heart and mind 


were no chriſtian duty ꝰ There is great va. 
3 — wintever be the en bi 
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of the apoſtles might have determined them. 
In points af doctririe, ache mightoharalre- 
cnived in atinn ſrom nthe fame ſource. 
Bt factious ſpiritsſ Hate vur be the gen e. 
quenes- will haue pſalmi au doctrine; a2 
— —-— 4 | 


plea? In points of diſcipline; thecauthority - 
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the more reaſon to make, becauſe, in general, 
_ weThaveine: uſt apprehonſion either of the 


We pray;"indeed, againſtſchiſm ; but we take 
aur notions rather from the habit and cuſtom 
off the times chan from our prayers. We pay 
mot attention to what is tolerated by human 


chriſtian — Aud, invqhis, reſpect the ac 


of toleration, though juſt in itſelf., leave 


church diviſions juſt as it found them. At 


| ban neithtzcadti<to; -nor:dinmipith the-offence 
beſm God. bio H ai wnonctsþ thdran 
wif sr mnt tings 
cho ſpiriti of diſſemion that theſe refleftions | 

ate aimed;i! Grdat allowance is to be made 
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their on applauſd is the intereſt of veligioma 
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laws, than what is wrong dn the fight of G; 
Whereas: bis» will is dhe] grand Mitectory of = 
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vom the bafis of relipion;; let the great things 
_ of ſubvaticnivecupy your minda· Whitſd:yoo 
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name offſtha —— ſpirit. to wreſt 
hem to their Thebitah raf 
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mote the work of God in their hands, whilſt 
the paſtors ſhall feed phe flock, got for filthy 
lucre, but of a ready mind ; that when the 
chief Shepherd ſhall appear, they may be 
bleſſed together invhis-blefied fold. O Lord, 
that this ;happy day may arrive, haſten thy 
kingdom of peace. Let it come with all its 
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mild attendants, charity, good-will, mutual 


forbearance, mutual ſubjection. Oh, may our 
hands. promote this great ſalvation, till at 


receive che comfortable proſpect and aſſurance 
of its continuance to everlaſting ages! 
mie ein n Dee 4. 234 N 
* 70, 5 the Father, S. 42 
i e ory eee eee 7 ot en 2 


4 . 14 . 3 88 4.4 + LY T* % 5 ks n 8 
„aan ner ere enen e 


1 5 * es Sat. ” , : 
NOD OTTY DTT METRE (OUS 1 RAILS: 
; ; - *. 7 2 5 GAL , * FR 7 | ; 
ator od) aint ng pou) eee 
7 —_ 4 F O 3 * 4 "”" 13 A * 
D d ie e eig #929 wilt 
* I a 4 1 . As. 4 : a 4 a * WM N os 
Herd bo Ws; <a 2125 bag mmberry antes 
. n n. gol "4 2 | | ; 
Darren einer 1 HEY Het 79 LOVE 


* ; * 1 1 A | 4.4 "Y * p 
AE! In Deb rt bas anon vat tons. CEL | 


"F771 *; 44 £7 (YG $1047 © £611.43 6 Yo 4A 1 * T4 28 ae 


A een horny ad H tu 
J t Moch a eb ono? 71 h N 


Dl Sni be 2 ined ncantet au ν t, 


Hb bus lsa £ Cini % dne zal: ll 


unt N 8 


5 


— 


— — 2 


— 


1 
* 
1 = 
* 
FJ 
$ 
N 
1 
. 
1 
* 
1 
WT 
6 
* 
*. 5 
i 


FX. — 9 
n 


. ” : p oo. 
TY $2 3p tat hy 


9 , . 
BILLY asd 11593 (3 14). 160 416 * 11 %% 


ws SERMON” 8 XXIV. g 411 


Ran WG. £ 10 JU 20 
z. een vat re Na tg 3nd 
n 10/2 o0GQ) bit! d 
TIE CHRIST FHO me. 
24 Ha iv H e e to öh 
darmumn Were Nay {208 
HOY BTL: of O C0 rods; ann „tine 10. 


1 ha fy nne Wenne e 


at they were e frangers . 
dan Tens "IE nk IF Y n the 64 75. 2 12 Sh 


- TE eaaihay; $23.63; 


s is works of God fill and conk as the: 
- thoughtful mind, with their greitrieſs 
ak immenſity, in like manner the diſplay of 
else rwe with reſpect to _ exhibits 
In coping the former, the Roy "oy 
_ philoſopher can pieree but a little way. That 
we may admire and adore the latti God hath 
given us the glaſs of revelation, in which we 
may behold'the origin, and the end of man, | 
what he is, and whither he is going, his 
buſineſs here, and his portion hereafter. Eter- 
nity cloſe the ſcene, unriddles the doubts of 
life, recfies im inconfiſtencies, and buſhes the | 
"SLAC | | a | 


: — their faith became more exalted; ' They per- 
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ſented to the'\patriarchs of old. After the fall 
ef man; they had the prothiſe of a dell vorer 4 
and though the werld was becdine. à wilder. 
nefs, yet God oondeſoended to be their goide, 
and gave thetn:a glimpſe bf happineſs in ſome 
future periodi Under a cn viction that Gotl 
tunes and thorough perſuation'of the ad- 

vompliſent of his reſtoriag grace, they 
decache eramples to he world of the glas 
_ riffs in produced. From hence were derivwe 

thel pirty of Abel; Eubahð walkihg with Godz | 
the dbcdienve: of Noah, the reſiguation aud 
uch of Abrahatn Henee thoſe, who were 
yeriſtrangers in the land of Canaan, looked 
upum it n theilt inheritance 3) and in propors. 
tion » hee was more elrarly maniſeſted, 


vaded the darkheks of farurity; and tte nums 
der of (revolving; years, and fooked/ at tengeh 
N for;x-6ityy whoſe waer and builder üs Gd. | 
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It was, therefore, with great reaſon that 
the Apoſtle ſets befate the Chriſtians, his 
| days, the examples of thoſe, ho had gone 
| before thera as inſtances of fortitude; and per» 
| ſeverance. If the way they trod was the 
' fame ſuffering way, there was: ſtill the ſame 
comfarter to:cheer them in it; anch it led, as | 
it did before, to the fame:ehduring manſions; 
Tbe argument became ſtronger, when: it 
was conſidered that their predeceſſors, Having 
| + behcld the promies afar off; etnbraced them: 
whereas they were now fulfilled; in their 
brighteſt evidence, Chriſt had 1 revealed, 
his glory had been diſplayed, and by all the 
circumſtances of his life, death, reſurrection, 
and aſcenſion into heaven, he had enabled men 
to form a juſt eſtimation of this changeable 
and flecting world. Theſe thillg. my bre- 
thren, belong likewiſe. to us. I hall not iuſe 
many words to prove, that the earth! bath 
not changed its nature, or that time hath not 
5 loſt its inſtability. Ont life is ſtill a pilgrim· 
age. As ſotm as e come inta the oorid inte 
begin eee WW 
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an ian P grimage. 4 
Aide pid Wipgs of time. We ſtop not even 


for a moment; and if, through inattention, we 


diſcern not the flying hours, they leave, their 
account behind them, and bring us nearer to 
our final reckoning. | "KS 
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1 [Whoſe 83 e him, that 


all things here are changeable and inſecure? 
Our journey affords us great variety, but it is 


not that variety, which ever pleaſes the taſte, 


and gratifies the fancy. It is a variety, that 
is chequered with anxiety and trouble. Some 


accidents, we fear; others overtake us. Some 
we incur through careleſſneſs; others we invite 
by our folly and preſumption. Now. we are th 


expoſed to the hand of violence; then to the 
. ſnares of ſecret guile. Sometimes we are 
indulged with pleaſing ſcenes, All, nature 
ſeems to ſmile around us, and dilates our 


hearts with joy; ſo that we flatter ourſelves, 


that, the ert h is a deſirable habitation, and 
that We have 8 the happineſs we ſought. 


But how momentary is this deluſion! Some 
inward plague preys upon our bliſs, or - perhaps, 


by ſome unexpected woe, we are plunged into 


miſery and ruin. The longer we live, the 
more We experience, the treachery and danger 


of our pilgrimage. Bae we have run out 
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; unſatisfactory. Paradiſe fled wich innocence; 
Al and when man ſeeks for happineſz in the ih- 
dulgences of the world, he oppoſes himſelf 
to God's decrec. Full content is ouly to be 
found, where God has placed it. Man would 

* not be dependent, if he could find it, where - 

ever he choſe to ſeek t. Confult the ſerip- 

+ tures? they prolaitii"fenſaal enjoyments to 
be dreams and thadows, lying vanities, broken 
reeds, cifterns that hold no water. Confult 

experience: are not the on I the 
covetous, the ambitious, alway craving, never 
happy? When their fatisfactions are over, 
they appear to themſelves to have had no 
more fubſtance than a viſion of the gt. 2; 
Who was greater in ſplendour of living, in te- 
nown, in military honours, than the celebrated 
tmarſhal Saxe? When he was dying,” he taid 
to an aj odching friend,” Tou are come to 
ſtee the end of 4 pleafing dream.“ He had 
4 t glory, e and W and 
8 9 "When 
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Weh he Wis awikened fro this "Ard by 
tleath, He dartied Ay with' him the trophies 
Aach keathers tat Hdbriied bis Hearte. " Subh is 
an humah gtestuefs. Riches and hotloüts aft 
Uke the fading flowers, which tempt the 00e. 
We way weay? them into 4 garland, and wear 
it till death. It will then wither, and be fit 
for nothing. An unfadibg crown alotie will 
ſerve us in future worlds. Should we be'fo 
unhappy_as to be deluded by theſe trifles, ho 
ort and trinfient is this very delufion ? For 
how quickly does life itſelf come to its final 
period! Having forfeited immortality through 


fits, we continue here merely through the % * 


divine fufferance, and are reprieved only from 
one moment to another. The world, as it is 
: ſuited to man's apoſtacy, fo it is provided for 
His probation, and when that is cloſed by 
God's appointment, he his no buſineſs here; 
he is called away, and makes room for others. 
Sorne wither in the bloom of life. Others 
ate laid low at the very ſummit of their ambi- 
tlon; or, they have juſt had time to fill their 
coffers, and then expire. The firſt days of 
Vain man, are occupied in the toils of pro- 
kultig Wealth; and the remainder, troubled . 
itt the" certain profpe& of quickly loſing it. 
They build houſes; aud others inkiabit them; 
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372 . mage 
they plant ante oth not . fruit of 
them. If we may learn wiſdom from thoſe, 

who are alienated from the common-wealth 
| of Chriſt, the Turks will afford us a leſſon of 
inſtruction. It; is remarked of them by tra- 
vellers, that in the ſtructure of their houſes, 
they diſregard external ſplendour, ſor this 
reaſon, that they muſt ſhortly leave them, and 
be content with a ſordid ſepulchre. Io 


| e ane has before. them far. more 
edifying examples, than thele, and far 1 
. motives, than any which the ſtate of this 
world can offer, which enable them to look 
Þcyond i it. They know the privileges of their 
calling. As they live by faith in the divine 
- promiſes, which are made to the world through 
Chriſt, they become renewed in the ſpirit of 
their minds, and are enabled to give every 
thing its proper eſtimation. It is true, they 
receive, and uſe the goods of life, with thank- 
fulneſs, but they expect from them no more 
than they can give, and ſuffer the loſs of them 
with reſi ignation. They know: the true im- 
5 provement of time, and are enabled to redeem. 
it. The temptations of the world, allure. not. 
| them, to loiterin gz nor do its frowns diſhearten. 
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which he trod ——ů 
his ordinances, and, in the appointed means 
of grace, ſeck for thoſe comforts which he 
arimiſters in this day of trial? Do you 
moreover; "keep the rank which be has af 
fgned ven Do you follows after peice and 

_ Ibve® God will admit of no diſotier amongſt. 
lis tie flack:” Take che right rondfte heaven: 


ä — why deve -Buvcthe 
your!'profeſſions; or opinions, be what they 
will; if you are Elf. ſufficient, or boaſters, or 
revilers, or diſobedient either to God or man, 
vou Aght againſt God, and muſt be excluded.” 
Proſecute; then, the narrow way; but I eau 
non you againſt the way of thouſind; it leads 
ro ceftain ruin. (te) 2/90 a ae 
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tience the race that is ſet before you. For yet 
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nd not idle wiſhes after the attainment of 
a fortune, or ſuch preferment; for after 
theſe things do the children uf this world 
labour. But let this be your ambition to 
ſearch after the true riches, to look to the 
manſions, where your Redeemer reigns, and 
to ſeek there, . and aer, and im. 
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0 Any! how does time, and wealth, 
and honour, and kingdoms, vanith before 
| thee? When the earth, and all things in it, 
ſhall be burnt up, then will commence thy 
unbounded and univerſal reign. Then will 
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TOTHIN G 3 effeQually —_ the. ter | 
dency of the human mind, as . thoſe 
| 5 — wherein it places its eſteem and con- 
fidence. They influence its deſires, and re- 
gulate its purſuits and actions. It is, there- 
fore, a point of wiſdom to intereſt the mind 
in ſuch objects as are, in thernſelves, the moſt 
| 2 and bring with them the pureſt and 
moſt laſting happiness. Accordingly, the 
Apeſlle hath choſen the croſs of Cbriſt, 15 
whereon to fix his ſtudy and affections. For 
the ,excellency of its bleſſings, he counts all 


things but loſs. * They appeared 1 


> 


— 


382 | A Clovis in the cal. | 
and dead, when compared with the ſacrifce 

offered yd iv; add, (thefeforky. IE it only 

glories | in it, but abhors the thought of glory- | 
ing in any thing elſe. The judaizing Chriſ- 
. tians had tempted. the Galatians 10 retain the 
ceremonigt fa, 4s necefiry to fatvation ; a 
doctrine this, in the Apoſtie's judgment, ex- 
ceedingly degrading from the ſufficiency of 
Chriſt's atonement ; and, therefore, he vin- 
dicates the honour of that croſs, to the effi- 
vaty of which he ewed every giachbüs e. 
dowment,” which he poſſeſſed, and through 
Which he was dead, both td the frowfis and 
allurements of the world. Since the efficacy 

of this croſs is ſtill the ſame, are we not 
Uſd to tread in the Apoſtle's ſteps ? it 
mt the duty of miniſters to urge the | 
feuths; which it was the glory of the Apoſtle 
to ineulcite; and of all Chriſtians whatever 
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fo feel the energy of thoſe truths; which are | 


the r mark and 8 their 
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flew, Aff; that whittever Excelleticies* we i 
boys ir riiifheroraes* vs, a8 We are Chriſtiar 4 
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way glory. in then; 7 but, ering that 
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1 glory, with'St. Pauly ih 
the erb "of ee de Na Cn. eq 
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ite; ls s mad enough to glory in 


| the'ſhewy appearitices'of life, which have bb 
ſubſtance; ' dut What the falſe imagination 


gives ; proud, becauſe they bold à rank 


their fellow - wortns, or becauſe they 


amongſt 


are more deeply laden with tiches that otherd. 
Now, not to mention how unſatisfactory 


theſe things ate to the immortal foul; how 
dangerous and enſnaring to the chriſtian pil- 
grimage; tranffrory and "inconftant” in life; 


vain and worthleſs in the hour of death; it's 


ſufficient to obſerve, that the whole economy 


of grace tends to deſtroy all undue copie 


ceney in them. The work of our redemption 
was carried on, and finiſhed, without them. 
The Lord of lords had neither form, not 
ſplendor, nor wealth, to fupport his inward 


for us, thall we pride ourfelves in oppofitioh 
to his example, and fall down before that 


call ourſelves tlie diſciples of a fufferimg 
eteemer, if we are ſtrangers to his ſpirit, 
Thevirthes, Which he taught; are ſet it equi 


requires 


glory ; and if he humbled himſelf thus low 


mammon, on which he trampled? In vai do 


* His g6ſpel 


* 
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quires mourning ſog ſin, in the, ah of 


proſperity ;, mortification,.in; health and afflu- 
ence; and poverty of ſpirit, to ſhine throu gb 


the, moſt brilliant ſtation, and adorn a Crown. 


| How does it make grandeur bluſh, and gold 


and. filver fink. into. a heap of droſs and earth, 
when compared with theſe, ſuperior gifts of 
Gad; nay, degenerate into poiſon and de- 


ſtruction itſelf, when, they claim the chief 


place in our hearts, an exalt themſelyes 
againſt that OR | ks above? 


63 


enlarged. capacity; z the 2cquirements of — | 


| ing; and that wiſdom, which the world fa- 
vours and extols, are likewiſe unworthy of a 


Chriſtian's glory., Theſe things; are only great 


when compared with ignorance, and the in- 


ferior qualities of little minds. They ſhrink 


into nothing, before the beams of angelic 


knowledge, or even that meaſure of light, 


which will be poured upon fanQufied ſpirits. 


Indeed, w hen they are ſubſervient to the 
glory of God, and the good of men, they af- 


ford matter for, praiſe, but not for eue The 


more a Chriſtian grows in the knowledge 4 


the, Ae of 3 the leſß be will ag 


* | 
ore 


ww Yi +4 po 
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_ -nibre- deeply will be laid the foundation of 
- humility, Indeed, the doctrine of à eruci- 
fed Saviour is, itſelf, ſuffeient to mortify 

the pride of humaũ wiſdom, fince' it biffted, 

by the meaneſt inſtruments, the powerful 
learning that oppoſed it; and, at length, tri - 
umphed over every obſtruction; ſhewing us, 
that God is wiſer than man, and teaching us 
this important leſſon, that no fleſh; ſhoutd 
2 preſence, but ene 
e $60 ee n od''y, 5 
: Ir 1 2 n nf fy | 
— infeed, "EM ws more Ape boaſ 
of our Virtues, and good deeds; becauſe they 
are, of themſelves, tiuctured with the baſe 
alloy of our finful nature, and will not bear 
the teſt of the divine juſtice. : Win thou, 
then, O vain man ! triumph in an imaginary 
worth, abd pretend to diſguiſe thy itnperfec- 
tions by unprofitable ſervices ? The ſineere 
"Chriſtian ĩs ebtrvinced of this unprofitableneſs; 
and, therefore, at the fame time that he brings 


ſotth the fruits of holineſs, acknowledges, 


chat, as they are produced in him by Gods 
z0duk, ſo to the ſame goodneſs he truſts 
their acceptance. He does not co mit 
| 2 may abound, nor intermit his 
ſe ey enn claim no reward | 
but, 


| oil? OL, L | C ce 


eee ee eee 5 
the bigheſt attainments, confeſſes himſelf leſs 
khan the leaſt of e, ag 4 HR and, whilftt 
he does better things t 
others better than himſelf. 9 
let us work out our on ſalvation with fear 
with vain conceit, let us Glence every pre- 
tence of worth with the Apuſtle's queſtions, 
Who maketh thee toidiffer. from aijgther? 
and what haſt thou, which thou | haſt not 
received? Now, if thou didſt reoffive it, Why 
doſt I; as Ev warm e 
| it “ 1” T3389 [213 ne #1. FG 
$343. ien. $0 w alle 
W e the Apoltle's chi with ro- 
ſpe to glorying in the croſs of Chriſt, will 
be highly juſtified, if we conſidet the unme- 
rited honopr conferred upon the human race, 
by the Lamb of God, who was affered upon 
it. He was from everlaſting to everlaſting, 
God we, the creatures of 2 day, duſt in our 
original; and in our end. He was of unſpot 
ted purity; we, overwhelmed: with 
_ and with guilt. He was our Lord; we, nebel- 
lious to his authority. He — 
W 0 


e was 


| Gehn in the Grofe, 387 

The price of tvs/cormpatiion was fuffering and 
death, Hewes wounded for our tranſgfeſ: 
| Gong} he died that we might bve, Cap we 
from glorying in it? Do we - applaud, our- ; 
ſelves in th condeſeenſian of pur ſupetiory 
on-earth, and ſhall we not much more rejoice 
b the unsbampled love of an Almighty 
Savigus ? id that all the: powers- of gratitude 
mag engage us tu cry put, Lord, what in 
an, that od art thus mindful of him, or 
ee mats thay hoy: ſhovld regard 
him?“ þ 13 ol ror. fred 7 1 0 1009 


1 
8 3 4 File 


But, 2 0550 55 virtue of the croſs, the 


kingdom of Chriſt is made illuſtrious, and 


8 ſor evermore-. This ig he, who ſways Bis 


extended. over the vifible and inviſible werlds. 
His trramphs over Satan were completed, upon 
the: craſs, and: his exaltation-as Meffiah aroſe 
ſcam his perfect. obedience there, Though 
his gleries were ther obſcurtd, it was; that 
hey might afterwards ſuine the brighter, and 
the world with their diſplay. S that Re 
now ſits a prieſt upon his throne, and beate 
tha keys of life and death. This is he, wha 
eth and; was dead, and brhold he is alive 


9 n 
C2 ports 


388 — 
ports them with bis arm, till they take ven 
ſeſſion of their crown." A King he is, wWhoſb 
eye is ever watchful; whoſe eate are abwity 
open. A King, who /rejoicetly over us with 
joy, who reſts in bis love, the fa 
to day, and for ever. Who is there of y. 
that: would not glory in his aſfectiom? 0 
let Hrael rejojce in him that made him; let 
the children of Sion be joyful in their King. 
Let the rich and noble deſpiſe all horour in 
compariſon of this, and let the butcaſt and 
poor ſtill glory in bim, who is mighty to five | 
and to e | 

9117 * „ ni inn. „N 
„Nor Gus thaw Ie reaſon to ch 
the eroſs, if we reflect on the privileges, 
which accrue to us hereby. . You,” faith 
the Apoſtle, “ being dead in your ſins; and 
the uncircumciſion of your fleſh; hath he 
quickened together with him, having forgiven 
you all treſpaſſes; blotting the hand- writing 
of ordinances that was againſt us, Which We 
contrary to us, and took it out of the way, 
nailing it to his croſs; for by this ſaerifiee 
be hath made à full ſatisfaction to offended 
Wm B it poſſible,” 3 for « Cwiſtiany 


 Olirying in the OM. 3% 
| of bn in thereby removed ? Go, bid the inf 
are in love with ſin ean have no affe ir 8 
views of a Nedeemer's love; but the ſincere 
Chriſtian cannot be inſenſible of it, or forget 
the rememtibratice"of its aüther- Pied with 
its powerful energy, he is fatisfied- and re- 
nountes e ole "glory. lt for mel, e 
rr ver intereſted in the death ef Crriſt ters 
iu 4 Pecret worm," which preys bpeh ter 
boaſted happineſs, and -difappoints the expee2 
tation" of the” faireſt fruits. Conleience Gf 
guilt,” of winforgiver! guilt,/ will attend ten 
flumbers, and purſue their Waking "dts: 
So that tis will often' be the lingiage of fe 
| fouls, <**O wretched" man that I am, WIId | 
ſhall deliver me from this burden!“ L 
then, my brethren, give glory to that grads; 
which hath deprived ſin of this ſting, and 
deathi of its terrors. dor vl #7. nolt 4 St Si Fn. 
voir % Aifboty via Arty 10 d 
n i to this we owe, not oll that cur bia 
arb forgiven; Vit that we Gifclves ate ab 
coptes." The death of Chriſt Bath prochres 
aunption from puniſhment, but infinitely ficke. 
5 His 


um- cee 

Hi ob edit it of he Game-veludrwithihis 
Ronement, and y means Of och have 
Nac With, Gad through. Jefys: Chriſt. 8 
TTT 
r father. and. qur friend. Nen W]/WW§V0 


| chaſtiſes, be loves. Afflicliogs .loſe theiß 
bitterneſs, and death, its horrera The world 
elf, life, death, things preſent, and chings 
ta come, gare all amongſt the. trealures of 3 
Ckriſtian. Bleſſings are multiplied: upon us 
from, the ſtorehonſe of heaven, and all things 
work together for our good. The whole 
creatian. is ſubſervieut ta. the; people of, God. 
and even the angle haſts delight in miniſ- 
tering ta thein welfare... Vietoryand ſalvation 
are; theit's, for they are Chriſt's, and. Qhriſi 
is. God's. O thou great Immanuel, What 
Femains, but that thouf give. us hearts and 

tongues, to deglare thy noble wt and; ſhe. 
üer Wt 187 A r nt L 

ve rt arty To, 15 © Boy n 

Tbe laſt reaſon why we Gould: — 
croſs of Chriſt, is the Apoſtle's own, fince 
thereby, ©: the, warld,js crucified unte us, and 
we unto the world, Holineſs af Hife ig the. 
krrat end of our chriſtian, ling. 4 nogellagy 
mark, of aur adoption thrquah Chriſt: know 
bn ** that gur et: 


n 


iniquity by his death upon the eruſs, n the 
. Holy-Ghoſt to make men neu / creatures, ant 
ſave them from the power, as well as from 
the guilt of ſn ſo that they. are enabled a 
prepared to embrace the ſovereign good. The 
Vie ef Cheaſt is their pattern, and their ſtudy 
is to attain thoſe. graces,” which ſhone in trim 
with ſuperior duſtre. Accordingly, the Apoſtle 
_ profeſies of himſalf, I am crucified wih 
Chriſt : nevertheleſs. I live, yet not I, but 
Chriſt lyeth in me: and the life which Lu 
Alive in the fleſh, I.live by the faith of the Son 
of God, who loved me; and. gave hitmſelf for 
me. How odivus does fin apprar, when con- 
traſted with this love? How hertible, when 
it requires ſuch love as the love of Chriſt to 
expiate its malignity. How, then, ſhall we, 
who are thus called to be dead to fin, live 
any longer in it? 4. Wholvever is born of 
God, overcometh the world, and this is the 
victory, that overcometh the world, even our 
faith” in a crucified Jeſus. The world, in- 
_ deed, pleaſes the diſtempered affections; and, 
therefofe, the children of this wotld purſue 
with eagernels,the things, chat are in it. But 
the * and all its Aab will ſhortly | 


ws # a 3 Expire, 


Hs it is, that having made propitiation far x _— 


1 * 
"expire; and, therefore, the children of light = 
ſoar above theſe tranſient things, that they 

has no charms to tempt thoſe, who love their 


Redeemat, and are ſtudious to attain his glo- 3 


rious ptomiſes. So that here is an end of the 
_ ebtiteſt;- and Chriſtians become, agreeably to 
che whole tenor of the Goſpel, a choſen gene- 
ration, a royal ptieſthood, an holy nation, a 
peculiar, people. What glorious: titles, and 
privileges are here? Turn, then, your eyes, 
and fix your attention on ſuch things as theſe. 
Behold with the eye of faith your great 


Re- 
r e who hath purchaſed, and promiſed” 
to dbſtowithem.' Behold. him hanging upon 
proper Wren, be might break your chains, 
and preſent. you with perfect freedom. That 
do you may join in heart een O16 | 
Ns. 0} nim enen 3 3 3 
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ddt ei; Dae tm comp, 
way aloft thy branches ſhoot, _ | 
27 e the nations with thy mit! 
tit e FIG Yo 4 
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AIbe juſt more ſtrength, eee 

80 Wy Whilſt our half-wither'd hearts and we 
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| wp" Woke my brethren, are your aims ah& 
parldlt 7 Where do your hopes and wiſhes 


8 50 W Are) you content with the form of | 


2 n, bit your Wills ars uſobdued "to 
bedienice Rind How then can you 
= in that croſs, whereby Chriſtians caſt 
principle of life, and are renewed in 


42155 at the table of the Lord, And fee 


your diſobellience, that you deſite tio} 5 
pation in the friefite ak "his death? Can 941 


glory in the'ctols of Chriſt, "who never 80 - 


tate upon bim, tea Wick his love; "a4 


tor in the kross; wie fort awiy the” fun. 

_ flifie of your life; m vanity and pleaſure, 
teg of the witty” days to come, wid 

that night of diſmay, which will overſpread 
her for ever 77 Deal, then, faithfully with 
rfelves. © Such a your dependence at pre- 
A og: ſent 
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oil nth , us 


the bleffings attendant upon the'Erofs, deſcend 
natd Yourſelves, and afk your hearts, Whether 
Su ate ſo intereſted in them, 28 to glory i 


= it of ar minds! Can 1 you glory in 1 2 
| 1 Who "Telllom"'or never "remember His 


_  regafdlels « of what he hath ſuffered for you ? | 

Ein Jon glory in the croſs, who ac ois 
ate Eflalued to the earth, minding: nothing 
but the weatth/and the profits of it? Can un 
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| nt APY ein be: e VPN 
ſuch ad are your purſuits, e 5 will de your 

| recompence. Do you, value. your, redemptio 
above all things, ſo that the abiding ſenſe 

it in your hearts becomes the Pk of bol“ 8 
neſs and peace ?—you will be owned at laſt 

the Redeemer... Do you. overlook his Heri: 5 
fice, and pride yourſelves in falſe virtues, you 
are. yet in your, ſins, and | cannot poſtbly b belong | 

to Him. INGO + jt Aw op 1&07 as £1673 
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| What then remain 18, e that you humble 

| yourſelyes before ; Your God, apd. ackpowledge 
what daily experience may; convince n ol 

| that you are. unworthy c "bis goodneſs, vnable N 
to ber yourlelyes, and Witheut mercy, agg 40 
for ever, And let as many of vs, aq are fen- 
fible of this our fad, SRP: if 4 1 fron 
bis coyonant, of mergy .throygh- 1 48 
ſtantly cleave, to, his werits, follow . 
example, and wait upon bim in all his brd 
nances, and particularly, in; nee 
his body and blood, in hich the. benefits, of 

his death are conveyed, nd ſealed ip us, And 

O may all of us gladly bear our Redeemer.in | 
our hearts, that, we, may. xejojce, before hm 
in love, and join with the Apoſtle in 
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were} | Glorying n the Crofe. „ 

'crofs of bur Lord Feſus Chriſt, by whom he 8 
world * crucified unto me, and I unto the: IF Wo 
' *% " a | 55 | &. + 15 . 7 9 OY, ; 


5 Worthy i is the-Lamb, that was ſlain, to 
receive power, and riches, and wiſdom, and 
ſtrength, andihogour;and glory, and bleſſing: 
for he hath redeemed ys to God by his blood, 
out of every kindfed, and tongue, and people, 
aud nation. Therefore blefling, and honour, 
and glory, and power, be unto him, that ſit- 
teth upon the Age and unto che Lamb, 
for ever and ever.“ Amen. 
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